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VALE COUNCIL HOPES 
THAT £300K ASSEMBLY 
GRANT WILL REVAMP 
COWBRIDGE LIBRARY 


VALE Council offi¬ 
cers are pinning 
their hopes on a 
Welsh Assembly 
grant of almost 
£300,000 to revamp 
Cowbridge 
Library. 

The cabinet of the 
Vale of Glamorgan 


Council were meeting 
yesterday (Wednesday) 
after The GEM went to 
press, and were expected 
to accept an officers 
’report, recommending 
that the council should 
submit the application. 

In a report placed 
before the cabinet, coun¬ 
cillors were told that the 


application for a Welsh 
Assembly Government 
grant of £299,886 under 
the Community 

Learning Libraries 
Capital Development 
Programme (2010/11) 
will be for both exterior 
and interior improve¬ 
ments to the library. 

Planned work 


Spring is here, and so 

are the lamb - quads! 


THERE are few 
more appealing 
sights in the coun¬ 
tryside than the 
spring lambs skip¬ 
ping about and at 
Uplands Farm in 
Ystradowen they 
have been celebrat¬ 


ing a very rare 
arrival - lamb 
quads! 

Mrs Jill Rosser, 
whose husband John has 
farmed at Uplands all his 
life, told The GEM: 
“Over the years, we 
have had lots of triplets, 
but it’s the first time we 


Laser Hair 
Removal 


•T RAIMA 


• Suitable for all skin types & ages 

• Treatment is pain-free & highly 
effective 

• All treatments are performed by 
Doctors & Nurse Practitioner 

• On average you only require 3 
sessions, making this a cost 
effective solution for all your 
hair removal needs 


Upper Lip from £40 

Chin. from £50 

Underarms ....from £80 

Bikini Line from £80 

Legs . from £140 

Back/Chest ...from £140 


Receive a Free Consultation 
& Test Patch 

Call Now on 01446 781906 
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have had quads. If there 
are four, it sometimes 
means that you may get 
two big ones and two 
smaller ones, which 
means they may not all 
survive. 

“Our quads arrived 
evenly-sized and are 
doing really well. They 
are just three weeks old. 

“John is having to 
help mum by bottle 
feeding, too, because she 
hasn’t got enough milk 
for all the lambs.” 

Lor John and Jill, it 
has been quite a busy 
few days, hosting the 
Ystradowen point-to- 
point on Saturday, cele¬ 
brating their ruby wed¬ 
ding anniversary on 
Sunday, and looking 
after the new arrivals! 

(See picture on page 3) 


includes redecoration 
inside and out, mod¬ 
ernising the existing 
interior, extending the 
entrance area, the build¬ 
ing of a small IT suite to 
the rear of the building 
and the installation of 
self-service equipment. 

Other work envisaged 
is the relocation of the 
existing computer suite 
into a separate area. 

The report submitted 
to the cabinet said: “This 
will enable the layout of 
the library to be 
improved, which will 
ensure the services 
offered are in the most 
suitable environment 
within the building, and 
will support the library 
acting as a ‘council con¬ 


tact point’ place.” 

It adds that the appli¬ 
cation to refurbish the 
library was developed 
after examining cus¬ 
tomer feedback from 
user surveys, and after 
letters of support were 
received from a number 
of local organisations. 

These included 
Cowbridge Community 
College, Y Bontfaen 
Primary School, Ysgol 
Iolo Morgannwg, 
Cowbridge Record 
Society and Cowbridge 
Local History Society. 

If the grant applica¬ 
tion is successful, a con¬ 
sultation event will be 
held in the library to dis¬ 
cuss plans in more 
detail. 


‘I’m sorry, I don’t 
do stepping stones’ 



ABOVE: 

Horseriders, walkers and dogs ford the River Ogmore. 
PHOTOGRAPH by MANDY THOMAS 

LAST week’s GEM publicised a breast cancer charity ‘beach 
canter’ which was organised by TV news presenter Justina 
Simpson. 

Funds for the day are to go towards a new unit at Llandough Hospital 
in Penarth which will help women being treated for cancer. 

In total, there were 207 horses - and 150 people on foot! The Vale pub¬ 
lic responded in their droves and a delighted Justina commented: “I real¬ 
ly believe your article attracted lots of people.” 

TO READ A FULL REPORT AND TO FIND OUT HOW 
MUCH WAS RAISED, PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 22. 


PART of the huge St 
Athan Ministry of 
Defence site may be re¬ 
named in honour of Sir 
Winston Churchill. 

Brigadier AJS Storrie has 
written from the MoD in 
London to Llantwit Major 
Mayor, Coun Russell Downe, 
asking for his comments. 

Brigadier Storrie said that 
West Camp at St Athan had 
been developed as a separate 
base for the 1st Battalion of 
the Parachute Regiment and 
was distinct from, and stands 
outside, the area occupied by 
the Defence Technical 
College (DTC) development 


West Camp will 
honour Churchill 


planned for the remainder of 
the site. He said that in 
order to ensure that the dis¬ 
tinction was clear, it was pro¬ 
posed to rename West Camp 
Churchill Lines. 

He said: “This name has 
been chosen to recognise and 
commemorate Churchill’s 
role in the history of the 
Parachute Regiment and the 
other force elements within 
West Camp. 

“Internally, it will make 


clear that Churchill Lines 
sits distinct from the remain¬ 
der of the DTC.” 

Brigadier Storrie said that 
there would be minimal 
impact on the local commu¬ 
nity and little external 
change, as road signs would 
still read MoD St Athan. 

But he said in view of the 
long-established links 
between the camp and the 
community, he was writing 
to a number of leading fig¬ 


ures to explain the proposal 
and seek their views. 

Coun Downe said that he 
was supporting the proposal; 
“I have always been a great 
admirer of Sir Winston 
Churchill and the way he 
saved this country from the 
Nazis during the war. It is 
fitting that his name is used 
as part of the camp.” 

Coun Downe said that 
although the letter had been 
sent to him as mayor, he 
would be placing it on the 
agenda for the next town 
council meeting so that all 
councillors could express 
their views. 


The Carpet & Wood Shop 
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ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
Contract & Domestic 


Revolutionising the way you buy 
carpet - wood - vinyl flooring 


CARPETS • WOOD FLOORING • VINYL • DESIGN FLOORS 



»2 Designs - 
Square & Weave 


SPECIAL OFFER: 
Modern Carpet 
Square & Weave Design 
Only £ 7.99 sq. mtr. 


• 5 Colours 
• Comfort felt backing 
• Heavy Domestic 

Free Quotes. 

Free Measuring. 
Fitting only service 
also available. 

Five reasons to choose 2012... 

1. No delivery charge. 

2. We uplift old flooring. 

3. We move the furniture. 

4. We bring the samples to you. 

5. We fit in cupboards. 

^ Ring 2012 Flooring Now on 0788 3012080 

) 


2012 Flooring is here to help you create your perfect floor 

www.2012flooring.com 



Welcome to 

A brand new petsitting 
service for Cowbridge, 

Bridgend, Fontyclun, 

Llantrisant and sur¬ 
rounding areas 

Tel: 01446 772171 

Let us look after your friendly family dog overnight at ★ 
our superb country location...or well come to you for: 
Doggy visiting, walkies, cat visiting, rabbit or bird care. 
Our carriage awaits for your pet to vet 
and animal taxi requirements. 

Rescue and senior dogs welcome. 

Why not give us a ring to discuss your needs 
and find out about our reasonable rates? 

★ Extra Tender Loving Care free of charge. 

A CRB checked and fully insured service 

Mix tMlUA MWM pill 

Annie's Pampered Pets 

8 Downs View, Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan CF71 7HF 
Tel: 01446 772171 Mobile:07872 597293 

email: anne@anniespamperedpets.co.uk 
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Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Thursday, April 15th, 2010 


Fighting for 
Porthcawl 


In Porthcawl over the 
years, there have been 
numerous debates and 
discussions on one of its 
most momentous proj¬ 
ects - the regeneration 
of the town and the peo¬ 
ple’s battle for a swim¬ 
ming pool and sports 
centre. 

In view of the many 
vital decisions still out¬ 
standing regarding the 
regeneration project, it is 
essential that we have a 
forceful, active and 
strong MP and council¬ 
lors, irrespective of their 
political views, who will 
speak out and fight for 
the requirements of 
Porthcawl. 

John Jenkins, 
Porthcawl 


W ITH the 
elections 
once again 
to the fore, the pub¬ 
lic are again 
reminded of the 
scandal of MPs’ 
expenses; is it a 
case that all those 
MPs involved 
should, as a matter 
of principle and 
honour, stand down 
and not seek re- 
election? 

It is generally accept¬ 
ed that during elections, 
prospective MPs and 
councillors promise the 
earth, but once elected 
their promises are most¬ 
ly unfulfilled. 

Relatives sought 

1 AM trying to 
trace some of 
my relatives and 
wonder if GEM 
readers can help? 

Eleanor Rose Oliver, 
died 1940, aged 49 in 
the Bridgend district. 

Her daughter, Kathleen 
Mary Oliver, was born 
1912 in Eltham, south¬ 
east London, and mar¬ 
ried Alfred Mummery in 
1939. 

They were the parents 
of Brian D Mummery 
(born 1941) and Jean E 
Mummery (bom 1942), 

Can readers help 
build family tree? 

1 AM researching 
my family tree 
and am looking 
for descendants of 
my grandfather’s 
sister. 

Her name was 
Margaretta May Jones 
and she was bom in 
Bridgend in 1901. She 
married Christopher 
Williams in 1923 and 
had four sons, two of 
whom were called Glyn 

‘All manure has dangers’ 

V iv 

PRITCHAR 
D’s recent 
letter about horse 
poo reminded me 
that in all animal 
manure, dangers of 
some sort lurk. 

During the First 
World War, it was esti¬ 
mated that two million 
horses died. One of the 
warnings to the soldiers 
was “do not let the horse 
tread on your feet” 
because the manure, 
being mixed with earth, 
contained the deadly 
spores of gas gangrene 
from which many sol- 


both in the Bridgend 
District. 

Jean married 
Frederick B Kirby in the 
late 1960s-early 1970s, 
again in the Bridgend 
area, whose children 
were: Nicholas Edward 
Kirby (born 1972) in 
Mid Glamorgan and 
Helen Elizabeth Kirby in 
1975 in the Ogwr dis¬ 
trict. 

Aaron James, Dolphin 
House 4C, Doust Way, 
Rochester, Kent ME1 
1HH. 

E-Mail: who.is.aaron- 
james @ gmail.com 


and Jack. 

They lived at 2 
Llwydarth Cottages, 
Nantyffyllon. The rest 
of the family moved to 
London in the 1930s. 

If anyone has any 
information please con¬ 
tact me at 8 
Winchcombe Close, 
Swindon, Wilts, SN5 
6NJ or email 
Jackie.Sellars@tesco.net 
Thank you. 

Jackie Sellars, Swindon 


diers died. 

All manure is a living 
bundle of bacteria and 
toxins and should be 
recycled back into the 
earth in a natural way - 
depending from which 
animal too — if humans 
cultivate the soil. 

Having lived on a 
farm where the lady of 
the house never wore 
shoes and showed me 
her marvellous skin, 
brought about, she 
claimed, by walking into 
the various manures the 
farm generated, I shud¬ 
der, but no harm ever 
came to her. 

John Coduri, 
Pontypridd 


Battalion ‘touched’ by community response 

WELSH GUARDS SAY 
‘THANK YOU’ FOR 
A WARM WELCOME 


THE 1st Battalion Welsh Guards has 
sent Bridgend County Borough 
Council (BCBC) a special thank you 
for the warm welcome extended to the 
regiment earlier this month. 

Residents packed pavements and bridges to 
cheer and applaud the Battalion and its band as 
they marched through the streets, continuing 
their series of homecoming marches through 
Wales’s towns and cities. 

In a letter addressed to the Mayor of 


‘Doorstep 
crime’ expert 
offers advice 


CARERS in 
Bridgend County 
Borough were 
asked to help in the 
fight to tackle 
doorstep crime at 
an event held in 
Bridgend. 

More than 40 carers 
attended the event, 
which was organised 
jointly by Bridgend 
Trading Standards and 
South Wales Police. 

Doorstep crime expert 
and former West 
Yorkshire Detective 
Chief Superintendent 
Brian Steele addressed 
the audience, explaining 
the vital role they can 
play in bringing crimi¬ 
nals to justice. By being 
alert to the signs of 
doorstep crime and 
learning tips to keep res¬ 
idents safe, carers are 
perfectly placed to help 
vulnerable people to stay 
safe. 

Brian Steele said: “To 
see so many people turn 
up to this event and 
show their commitment 
to catching these ruthless 
criminals is very encour¬ 
aging. Make no mistake, 
we are not dealing with 
‘cowboys’ here; these 
are professional crimi¬ 
nals and we must do all 
we can to bring them to 
justice and raise aware¬ 
ness of this type of 
crime.” 

Doorstep crime can 
affect anyone, but often 
it’s older, vulnerable or 
socially excluded people 
who are targeted by 
rogue traders, bogus 
callers and distraction 
burglars. 

Victims are often too 
embarrassed to say what 
has happened to them, 
making it one of the 
most under-reported 
areas of crime. An esti¬ 


mated nine out of 10 
cases will never reach 
police or trading stan¬ 
dards. 

The BCBC deputy 
leader, Coun David 
Sage, said: “We can all 
play our part by looking 
out for our neighbours, 
especially if they are 
vulnerable. 

“We also need people 
to tell the police or trad¬ 
ing standards officers 
here at the council if 
they think they have 
been targeted.” 

Tips that could pre¬ 
vent the person you care 
for from becoming a vic¬ 
tim: 

• Use the ‘if in doubt 
- keep them out’ mes¬ 
sage. You do not have 
to open your door and 
it’s not rude to ask 
someone to leave; 

• Keep doors locked 
and use precautions such 
as a door bar, door chain 
and spy hole; 

• Keep gardens and 
the outside of the prop¬ 
erty tidy. Rogues will 
often target homes that 
look poorly maintained; 

• Encourage the safe 
storage of money, credit 
cards, cheque books, 
savings books and other 
valuables; 

• Always ask if any¬ 
thing unusual has hap¬ 
pened or whether anyone 
has called uninvited; 

• Where crime is sus¬ 
pected, don’t handle fly¬ 
ers, bills, tools or any¬ 
thing else left behind 
and don’t be tempted to 
tidy up any mess as all 
of these things can hold 
useful information about 
the identity of the 
doorstep criminal; 

• NEVER engage 
with a trader who has 
simply ‘cold called’ at 
the property. 


Bridgend county borough. Colonel Tom Bonas 
thanked BCBC for its particular efforts to wel¬ 
come the regiment. 

He said: “We were truly honoured to see so 
many local people and dignitaries and so greatly 
touched by the warmth of the welcome from all. 
I know it made a big impression with the men.” 

The Mayor, Coun Jefferson Tildesley, said: 
“On behalf of BCBC and the citizens of the bor¬ 
ough, I can say that we were both pleased and 
proud to be able to show our support in this way. 
Their efforts are hugely respected by the people 
of the county borough.” 

Coun Mel Nott, Leader of BCBC, added: 
“Bridgend county borough has a proud tradi¬ 
tion of supporting our troops and, once again, 
citizens turned out in force to honour these 
brave men and women.” 


Out-of-work 
adults will 
receive support 


A PROJECT which 
will support out-of- 
work adults has 
been backed by 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
cabinet members. 

The regional 

COASTAL (Creating 
Opportunities and Skills 
Teams Alliance) Project 
is an EU-funded scheme 
aimed at providing voca¬ 
tional guidance, employ¬ 
ment skills, training and 
lifelong learning oppor¬ 
tunities for adults who 
are economically inac¬ 
tive as a result of disabil¬ 
ity or social disadvan¬ 
tage. 

It focuses on promot¬ 
ing recovery and build¬ 
ing on strengths and 
capabilities, to make 
those being targeted less 
dependent on services. 

Cabinet members 


agreed that the county 
borough should support 
the initial development 
of the scheme and that 
Swansea Council as the 
lead sponsor for 
COASTAL will project- 
manage it. 

A further report will 
go to the cabinet to look 
at how the project may be 
funded in the future. 

Coun Lyn Morgan, 
cabinet member for well¬ 
being, said: “This is good 
news for people with sig¬ 
nificant disabilities and 
challenges. 

“It is an excellent 
example of us working 
collaboratively with 
other local authorities 
and fits in well with the 
positive work we are 
doing here in Bridgend 
remodelling our adult 
social care services.” 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL APRIL 22) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are those 
in Porthcawl. It should be remembered that along 
the coast, high tide times will vary. For instance, in 
Barry, the high point will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 



AM 

M 

PM 

M 

15 

Thur 

07.47 

9.5 

20.03 

9.7 

16 

Fri 

08.21 

9.6 

20.38 

9.6 

17 

Sat 

08.57 

9.4 

21.11 

9.4 

18 

Sun 

09.36 

9.3 

21.46 

9.2 

19 

Mon 

10.12 

8.8 

22.28 

8.8 

20 

Tues 

10.57 

8.5 

23.22 

8.3 

21 

Wed 

11.55 

8.1 



22 

Thur 

00.24 

8.0 

13.12 

7.8 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where 
they could be cut off, should always check with a 
tide tablespecific to their location. 


LOCAL INFORMATION 

MADELEINE MOON MP for Bridgend 
Westminster office - 02072194417. Constituency 
office - 47 Nolton Street, Bridgend. Open 
TUesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 10am - 12pm 
(by appointment only). Telephone 01656 750002. 
HUW IRRANCA-DAVIES MP for Ogmore 
Constituency Office 01656 737777 
JANICE GREGORY AM for Ogmore 
Constituency Office 01656 860034 
CARWYN JONES AM for Bridgend 
Constituency office 01656 664320 
Bethan Jenkins AM for South West Wales 
Telephone 01639 643549 
BRIDGEND CAB Citizens’ Advice Bureau, 
Ground Floor, 26 Dunraven Place, Bridgend 
CF31 1JD 01656 654951 - Open: Monday: 10am 
to 2pm - information only; Tuesday to Friday: 

10am to 12.30pm - advice sessions. Tuesday to 
Friday 12.30pm to 1.30pm - information only. 
MAESTEG CAB Citizens’ Advice Bureau 
01656 734662 

POLICE Bridgend 01656 655555 
Porthcawl 01656 785411 
Maesteg 01656 732122 
CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555111 
(Emergency number 999) 

COASTGUARD 01792 366534 

GAS (escapes and emergency) 0800 111999 

ELECTRICITY (power cuts) 0800 0520400 

WATER SUPPLY (emergency) 0800 0520130 

FLOOD LINE 0845 9881188 

HELPLINES 

Alcohol and drugs: 

Drinkline 0800 9178282 

National Drugs Helpline 0800 776600 

DASH 01656 650686 

SSAFA - Forces Help for serving and ex-service 
men, women and families in need 01656 785435 
RAF Association Welfare Officer 
01495 249522/01446 740522 

SAMARITANS (emotional support) 01656 662333 

MENTAL DISTRESS 

(Mental Health Matters) 01656 767045 

CHILDLINE 0800 1111 

NSPCC 0800 800500 

RSPCA 0300 123 0744 

WOMEN’S AID 01656 766139 

Bridgend Carers’ Centre 01656 658479 

Alzheimer’s Society (Bridgend) 01656 651490 

BRIDGEND COUNTY BOROUGH 

COUNCIL 

Housing service 

(General inquiries) 01656 643643; 

(emergencies out of hours) 01656 643643; 
(homelessness) 01656 643643. 

EDUCATION 01656 643643 
LEISURE AND COMMUNITY 
SERVICES 01656 642677 

HIGHWAYS (drains, blockages etc) 01656 643643 
HIGHWAYS EMERGENCIES 
(outside normal working hours) 07831 143600 
SOCIAL SERVICES 
(general enquiries) 01656 642200 
SOCIAL SERVICE EMERGENCIES 
(outside normal working hours) 01443 204010 
HOSPITALS Princess of Wales Hospital, 

Bridgend 01656 752752/668090. 

Bridgend and District NHS Trust 
01656 752752/668090. 

VOLUNTARY WORK Bridgend Association of 
Voluntary Organisations (BAVO) 01656 810400 
TOWN AND COMMUNITY COUNCILS 
Brackla Community Council 01656 767072 
Bridgend Town Council 01656 659943 
Cefn Cribwr Community Council 01656 741354 
Coity Higher Community Council 01656 656358 
Cornelly Community Council 07882 044798 
Pyle Community Council 0790 460 4049 
Coychurch Higher Comm Council 01656 863418 
Coychurch Lower Comm Council 01656 647216 
Garw Valley Community Council 01656 736751 
Laleston Community Council 01656 656506 
Llangynwyd Lower Comm Council 01656 720086 
Llangynwyd Middle Comm Council 01656 738804 
Maesteg Town Council 01656 732631 
Merthyr Mawr Community Council 01656 670058 
Newcastle Higher Comm Council 01446 750663. 
Ogmore Valley Community Council 01656 849402 
Pencoed Town Council 01656 869031 
Porthcawl Town Council 01656 782215 
St Brides Minor Comm Council 01656 725031 
Ynysawdre Community Council 01656 736751 


— A family owned newspaper covering Penarth to Porthcawl! 
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enjoy your GEM” 
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r “We aim to use 

all local news 
items submitted” 

Please email us at: 

ggem@internet-today.co.uk I 

DON JOHN 
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Professional 
advertising staff are 
highly experienced in 
planning advertising 
campaigns. 
Please 

email your enquiry to 
gemsales@internet- 
v today.co.uk 


Enquiries concerning 
payment of accounts 
may be discussed with 
our Accounts Manager 

MARGARET 
VANDERWARKER | 
on 01446 774484 
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distribution of 
this newspaper, 
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our conditions of 
acceptance. 
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on display at our 
Cowbridge office, 
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Pleasure Park 
welcomes crowds 
at the start of 
‘a new Vale era’ 


by TIM CHAPMAN 



THE showman 
charged with reviv¬ 
ing the fortunes of 
Barry Island 

Pleasure Park 
declared, “it’s the 
start of a new era”, 
as people flocked to 
the rides last week. 

Taking a few precious 
moments away from 
supervising the new 
attractions, Mr Vernon 
Studt of VAW Stuck 
Funfairs, told The GEM: 

“We opened on Good 
Friday when it was rain¬ 
ing, although it did clear 
up by about 2pm. 

Saturday was poor, but 
we were delighted with 

and Monday ^ ^ Un£ * ay ABOVE: Showman Vernon Studt on the 
“From then on we’ve dodgems at Barry Island Pleasure Park where 
had crowds of people - the crew °f hit TV series Gavin and Stace y 
last Saturday was excep- once filmed. 

tional - and they have “I’ve been in the busi- Rogers earlier this year, 
been delighted by what ness since I came out of “We now have 14 
they have seen. school, and in my time attractions, and over the 

“People have been have run fun fairs in loca- next few months would 

coming up to me and tions i n Wales such as like to double that 

shaking ^ my hand and Swansea, Cardigan, amount - the more rides 

saying ‘What a great Neath and Aberystwyth - and entertainment we 

j° b -’ 5 and a lot further afield in have, the more visitors 

“We’ve opened the Oman and Dubai!” we will attract to Barry 

entrance to the Pleasure Mr Studt has struck a Island. 

Park directly opposite deal w ith Mr Ian Rogers, “I hope that my col- 
Barry Island train station the site owner, which has leagues will be on site 
and that has made a dif- enabled him to bring in with more equipment in 
ference with people get- his rides, with colleagues time for the spring bank 
ting off the trains and i n the fun fair trade wait- holiday, 
coming straight into the i n g i n the wings with “The most popular 
P ar k-” more rides when more rides are the dodgems, 

Swansea born Mr space becomes available, where Gavin and Stacey 
Studt’s family have been p or three years, as a was filmed once, The 
involved in running fun tenant, Mr Studt has had Terminator, and The 
fair attractions since rides in the park, but he Jumping Frogs.” 

1^37. was a iways keen to do Mr Studt was keen to 

“My great grandfather something more ambi- thank the Barry and Vale 
started in the businesss in tious and came to a leas- public for responding 
the 1800s. i n g a greement with Mr with such enthusiasm to 

the re-opening of the 
Pleasure Park. 

“I want to thank the 
local people for their 
support and in May or 
June I’m planning to 
have a special ‘Barry 
Day’ celebration.” 


A touch of 
opera from Jeff 


LLANHARRY WI NEWS 


O WING to the 
January 
meeting 

being postponed, an 
extra meeting was 
squeezed in at the 
end of March. 

Opera singer Jeff 
Woods, affectionately 
known as ‘The Singing 
Speaker’ spoke about his 
favourite comic charac¬ 
ters on stage and screen. 

Jeff has sung for 
many leading opera 
companies and members 
were treated to hearing 
him sing some of his 
favourite opera pieces. 

At the April meeting, 
president Joy Brooking 
reminded members that 
the link meeting of 
Flanharry, Bont Faen, 
Llanblethian and 
Ystradowen was on 
April 14 at Ystradowen 
Hall, hosted by Bont 
faen Wi. 

Six members are 
attending the spring 
council meeting at St 
David’s Hall when the 
guest speaker will be 
Ruth Jones. 

Rowena Millward was 


welcomed by president 
Joy Brooking, who 
spoke about her teaching 
experiences in Port 
Elizabeth. This was a 
volunteer ‘working holi¬ 
day’ , teaching English 
and supporting children 
in a classroom with very 
little resources, and it 
was amazing how mate¬ 
rial were improvised. 

The competition was 
a knitted vest to fit 
babies up the age of two 
to be sent to Kisiizi 
Hospital, South Uganda. 

There were 24 vests 
on display, knitted by 
members, in a wide vari¬ 
ety of colours using a set 
pattern. 

Rowena had the hard 
task of judging these and 
said each one was wor¬ 
thy of first prize. 

However, one had to 
be chosen and Kath 
Worgan’s was the lucky 
winner. 

Birthday wishes were 
sent to Mrs Rhiannydd 
Jervis, an honorary life 
member, who is 98 
today (April 15). 

JR 


Bridge 

results 

COWBRIDGE and 
District Bridge Club 
met at the Lesser 
Hall, Town Hall, 
Cowbridge on April 
6 . 

The results were as 
follows: 1st, Pat and 
Brian Swain 66.82 per 
cent; 2nd, Anne Hughes 
and Sara Bartlett 58.00; 
3rd, Pauline McAllen 
and Marian East 
55.50; 4th, Ann Miller 
and Judy Springett 53.50; 
4th, Joyce Birmingham 
and Pam Higgs 53.50; 
6th, Margaret Bancroft 
and Muriel Maslin 
50.00. 

Pat and Brian were 
pleased to be the only 
pair who scored a grand 
slam during the evening. 

As previously advised, 
the club will be at the 
Eesser Hall until 
Tuesday, May 11. 


Mayor says 
‘thank you’ for 
supporting 
charity events 


THE Mayor and 
Mayoress of 
Cowbridge, with 
Llanblethian, Coun 
and Mrs Jon Harris, 
would like to record 
their thanks and 
appreciation to all 
those who have sup¬ 
ported their monthly 
coffee and cake 
mornings in the 
Mayor’s Parlour of 
the Town Hall in aid 
of their charity 
Breast Cancer Care. 

The last event in 
support of the charity 
will be the Mayor’s 
Ball on Friday, April 23 
in the Bear Hotel, at 


which it is hoped a 
final cheque for the 
monies raised will be 
presented to a represen¬ 
tative of the charity. 

Coun Harris said: 
“Our thanks go out to 
those friends, traders 
and fellow councillors 
who are supporting this 
evening by attending 
and donating prizes for 
the raffle. 

“There is still room 
for one or two more 
people and prizes! 

For further informa¬ 
tion people can call me 
on 01446 773798. 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


Charity ber code g e days. The 
I ^ group has completed lots 

appeal of training, which has 

FORMER Llangan involved everything from 

Primary . and half marathon runs, a six- 
Cowbridge hour non-strop spinning 
Comprehensive school event, triathlon training, 
pupil, Louise Jones, is completing the three 
preparing for a very Yorkshire peaks in 24 
tough challenge. hours and early morning 

Louise and a group of gym sessions before 
friends are attempting to resuming their working 
climb the three peaks of day. 

Ben Nevis, Scafell Pike Although their prepa- 
and Snowdon in 24 hours ration has been tough, 
to raise money for Motor knowing that they were 
Neurone disease raising money for such 

research. an excellent cause and 

The group’s friend, doing something posi- 
Paul Hartland, was diag- tive, however, small, has 
nosed with the disease a really helped, she 
few months ago at the explained, 
age of 33. Any GEM readers 

Louise and the group wishing to donate to this 
decided to do something worthy cause, can go to 
positive and so the Three www.justgiving.com/wal 
Peaks Challenge group kingforpaul; or direct to 
was formed. Louise Jones, No 1 Olaf 

Louise has always Court, 50A Kensington 
taken an active part in Church Street, London 
sport during and since W8 4DG. 


‘EWE ARE SO 
CLEVER, MUM!’ 



John and Jill Rosser with the lamb quads 
and the proud mum. (See story on page 1). 


LEISURE CENTRE 
UNVEILS NEW 
FACILITIES FOR 
THE DISABLED 



All smiles in the ‘Changing Places’ room. 

VALE AM, Jane 
Hutt joined Sol 
Jorgensen and her 
son Seth, from Wick 
recently, to view 
facilities for dis¬ 
abled people at 
Cowbridge Leisure 
Centre, after the 
installation of a 
fully-equipped 
‘Changing Places’ 
room, designed by 
Vale Council archi¬ 
tect Paul Scourfield. 

Jane Hutt said: “Seth 
and Sol Jorgensen are 
now able to visit Places campaign, the ‘ If this suits disabled 
Cowbridge Leisure Vale Council is providing people, it also suits their 
Centre to use the gym these facilities in carers and the public at 
with the confidence and Cowbridge which should large. Congratulations to 
convenience of a fully attract many more dis- the Cowbridge Leisure 
equipped and automated abled visitors and users Centre, Paul Scourfield 
‘changing place’ for dis- t0 the Vale. The Welsh and to the personal train- 
abled people. Assembly Government is ers who have supported 

“As a response to the a * so funding these facili- Seth in opening up the 
MENCAP ‘Changing ties across Wales. gym for his enjoyment.” 



The new facility for the disabled. 


Parade of dolls 
through the ages 


YSTRADOWEN AND DISTRICT WI 


THE April meeting 
of Ystradowen and 
district WI took 
place in the village 
hall on April 7 
when the speaker 
was Steve Jarvis, 
who presented his 
collection of old 
fashioned toys. 

These are kept with 
care in a wicker hamper 
and the first toy to come 
out was a Welsh china 
doll dating back to 1889 
and still in pristine con¬ 
dition. She was dressed 
in the traditional Welsh 
costume from that era. 
He next presented three 
dolls made by a lady 
called 

Nora Wellings around 
1900. These Steve had 
cleverly secured in glass 
bottles to protect them. 


One of the dolls was 
dressed in a sailor’s out¬ 
fit and the enterprising 
lady had embroidered 
the names of cruise 
ships on the hats and 
these were sold on the 
cruise ships. 

Next came a familiar 
item, the Chad Valley 
spinning top and then 
Steve’s very own Chad 
Valley teddy bear. At 
that time, Chad Valley 
was produced in their 
factory in Wellington 
Shropshire. 

During the 20th cen¬ 
tury, many changes took 
place and many well 
known companies were 


taken over by the Lines 
Brothers, who bought 
Triang toys and pro¬ 
duced items such as 
trikes and scooters. 

They also owned 
Hornby and out came an 
original double O gauge 
train set . Dinky toys 
were another asset of 
the Lines Brothers and 
Steve produced a dinky 
car in the original box. 

President Val Owen 
thanked Steve for a very 
interesting presentation. 
Finally Val chaired the 
business session for the 
month. 


Eco-friendly products for home, 

garden and^ndheggohabit 

Tel: 01656 890761 care for your home and garden 


View us< 


Milsom House 
Nursing Home, 
St Athan 

Your local quality care home 
Manager Gillian Allison 
Telephone 01446 750166 

www.milsomhouse.co.uk 
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BROTHERS BATTLE FOR WIN IN MEMBERS* 
RACE AT YSTRADOWEN POINT-TO-POINT 


The Glamorgan Hunt 
steeplechases 
draw bumper crowd 


REARRANGED 
point-to-point fix¬ 
tures are usually a 
bit of a disappoint¬ 
ment, but not at 
Uplands Farm, 
Ystradowen, where 
thousands of racego¬ 
ers attended the 
Glamorgan Hunt 
Steeplechases - this 
was despite the 
attraction of 
Chepstow races and 
the televising of the 
Grand National in 
which local horse 
State Of Play fin¬ 
ished a good third. 

In the three-horse 
members’ race, Tom 
David riding Brett 
Lloyd’s 12 year-old 
‘chaser’ Roznic, finished 
20 lengths ahead of his 
younger brother Evan on 
Phairy Storm. Mr Nemo, 
the early leader, was 
pulled up four fences 
from home. 

Back in 1984, Tom 
and Evan’s mother, then 
Carol Thomas, riding 
her grandfather’s 
Cottage Chest, beat her 


ON AND OFF THE TURF 
with Brian Lee 


brother John who was 
riding Chastity Belt. 
Evan and Tom’s grand¬ 
father - Carol’s father - 
Jim Thomas won it on 
Mr Worth when the 
races were held at 
Llanmaes in 1963. 

The young horse 
maiden race was won by 
Luke Price’s HesIvorThe 
Driver who came home 
12 lengths ahead of 
Cranemore. The French- 
bred Qomix, backed 
from 4-1 to 4-5 
favourite, trailed in last 
of the five finishers 
under John Mathias. 

Luke (20) from 
Pontypridd, who paid 
just £820 for 
HesIvorTheDriver, was 
back in the winners’ 
enclosure 40 minutes or 
so later after his eight- 
year-old FrenchFurze 
Lad had run out an eight 
lengths winner of the 
aged maiden. The long 
odds-on favourite Kimi 
was pulled up. 

In the PPORA club 


members’ race, Get Off 
The Table, partnered by 
John Mathias, and 
Victor Merlyn, ridden by 
Robert Llewellyn, 
jumped the last almost 
together but it was the 
former which snatched 
victory by half-a-length. 
Liberty Rock, the 
favourite was pulled up. 

Five runners went to 
post for the mixed open 
and all five were ridden 
by male riders. 

David Evans’s eight- 
year-old bay mare 
Makena, ridden by John 
Mathias, jumped the 
last ahead of Silver 
Story to win by three 
lengths. 

Jodie Peam’s Florida 
Hall, a six-year-old bay 
gelding by Saddler’s 
Hall, romped home a 10 
lengths winner from Red 
Watch in the restricted. 

Mrs Pearn, from 
Peterston-super-Ely in 
the Vale, bought the 
horse at the Doncaster 
Sales last August. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

Other pictures are 
available from this event. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail glynevans01@tiscali.co.uk 
telephone 01446 773225. 
*Now open in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 
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‘KEEP YOUR DOGS 
UNDER CONTROL IN 
THE COUNTRY-,*,™™ 


POLICE in the Vale are 
warning dog owners to 
make sure their animals 
can’t get out and roam the 
countryside unattended. 

This follows reports of a young 
lamb being killed on farmland at 
Ogmore-by-Sea by dogs that had 
been let off their lead by the 
owner. 

Vale neighbourhood police 
officer, PC Robin Mellor, said: 
“There have been a number of 
recent instances of dogs worrying 
sheep in the area. 

“This tragic case highlights 
how important it is to make sure 
your dog is kept under control. 
Please be very careful when you 
are walking your dogs in the 
country, or if you live in the coun¬ 
try, make sure your garden is 
secure. 

“The sheep would have been 
terrified and in many cases where 


they have been killed by dogs, 
they have been literally ripped 
apart. It is vital that people realise 
just what their dogs are capable of 
doing, if they are not properly 
controlled - and that any dog 
found attacking sheep can be 
destroyed.” 

PC Mellor pointed out: “While 
dogs may not be aggressive in 
their general nature, dog owners 
need to understand that often the 
dog’s natural instincts take over in 
these situations. 

“Not only does this have a sig¬ 
nificant cost to the farmer and 
cause a great deal of distress or 
harm to the sheep, there are also 
legal implications. 

“When on any enclosed land 
with sheep, all dogs must be on a 
lead or ‘under close control’. If 
you allow your dog to worry live¬ 
stock, you may be prosecuted and 
fined, ordered to pay compensa¬ 
tion and even have the dog 


destroyed. I would appeal to all 
dog owners to consider this and 
keep your dogs on leads and 
under control at all times, when 
around livestock.” 

With a few exceptions, the law 
allows farmers to shoot dogs that 
are threatening livestock. 

If a dog worries livestock, the 
dog’s owner, or the person 
responsible for it at the time, is 
guilty of an offence under the 
Dogs (Protection of Livestock) 
Act 1953 and may be sued for 
compensation by the farmer. 

PC Mellor added: “The emo¬ 
tional stress for the farmer is con¬ 
siderable and in-lamb ewes will 
often abort their lambs when wor¬ 
ried by dogs. 

“Owners have a responsibility 
to keep their dogs under control. 
When unsupervised, the friendly 
family pet can easily turn wolf 
and cause untold damage.” he 
pointed out. 


Local man (28) is cleared of 
leisure centre voyeurism 


A FORMER nurse 
has had his appeal 
against a conviction 
for voyeurism 
allowed at Cardiff 
Crown Court. 

Khaled Doulli, aged 
28, was alleged to have 
watched a 12-year-old 
girl as she dressed after a 
swim in a cubicle at 
Barry leisure centre by 
kneeling down and look¬ 
ing under a partition. 

Doulli, formerly of 
Barry, now living in 
Cardiff, wept when 
Recorder Paul Hopkins 
QC, who sat with two 
magistrates, said: “We 
have a doubt as to the 
accuracy of the prosecu¬ 
tion case. 

“The prosecution have 
not satisfied us so as to 
be sure of the allegation.” 


Doulli, a man with no 
previous convictions, 
and who is married, was 
granted his full defence 
costs. 

He had been found 
guilty at Barry 
Magistrates Court last 
November and had been 
given a community sen¬ 
tence involving supervi¬ 
sion for one year, and had 
been ordered to carry out 
60 hours unpaid work 
and to pay £500 costs. 

Prosecutor Marianne 
Bennett said that on 
March 21, the girl and 
two friends went swim¬ 
ming at Barry Leisure 
Centre. 

When they had fin¬ 
ished, she went into the 
family changing area and 
into a cubicle to change. 

It was alleged that as 
she did so, she saw 
Doulli looking under an 


adjoining partitition. 

No complaint was 
made at the time, but the 
manager was later 
informed and the police 
were contacted. 

Doulli said it didn’t 
happen, and he denied 
ever looking beneath the 
partition. 

He said the girl was 
wrong in her recollec¬ 
tion. 

The Recorder said 
Doulu was six foot two 
and of medium build and 
any adult intent on 
“peeping” would not 
have been able to contort 
himself. 

Said the Recorder: 
“There is doubt about the 
girl’s account of what 
happened.” 

She claimed that she 
saw his hand and a knee 
and a small part of his 
face. 


She also said, the 
Recorder stated, that the 
next door cubicle had 
been closed but not 
locked. 

The Recorder said that 
before embarking on 
such a course of conduct, 
Doulli would have 
locked the door. 

Doulli said he had 
been in the cubicle to 
change in private and 
because he was a 
Muslim, to preserve his 
modesty. 

He said after the case: 
“It has been a terrible 
time for my wife and 
myself with some very 
serious repercussions, 
including the loss of my 
job. 

“We are very pleased 
the appeal has been 
allowed.” 

AJ SICLUNA 


Police aim to clamp down on 
fly-tipping in the rural Vale 


POLICE in the 
Vale are reminding 
the public that fly 
tipping is illegal 
and a blight on the 
community which 
can lead to prosecu¬ 
tion. 


The warning follows a 
spate of incidents which 
have been reported to the 
Vale Council. The major¬ 
ity of the fly tipping is 
occurring in the lanes 
surrounding St Georges- 
super-Ely, and appears to 
be building and house 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

LLANBETHERY & 
LLANCARFAN 
Your community corre¬ 
spondents are 
Sam & Patsie Smith on 
(01446) 751448 


Curry night 

A REMINDER that the Llancarfan 
Cricket Club has announced that it is 
holding a curry night at the Fox and 
Hounds on Thursday, April 29, starting at 
7.30pm. 

All are welcome and tickets (at £10 per head) are 
available either from Sue at the Fox, or Rob John on 
(01446 710376). 

Jumble sale 

THE popular Tuesday Club jumble sale is 
coming up on Saturday, April 24 in the 
Village Community Hall at 1.30pm. 

All proceeds are in aid of local charities. 


clearance rubbish. 

Neighbourhood PCSO 
Matthew Smith said: 
“This type of behaviour 
is very unusual and will 
not be tolerated. Fly tip¬ 
ping is an anti-social 
activity and will be treat¬ 
ed extremely seriously. 

“I am asking local res¬ 
idents to be aware of any 
suspicious vehicles car¬ 
rying waste and rubbish 
through the lanes in the 
rural Vale. 

“I am also reminding 
householders that if they 
pay someone to remove 
the waste, and it is then 
dumped illegally, they 
are still responsible for 
that waste. 

Rural Vale 

Neighbourhood 
Inspector Mark Taylor 
said: “Fly-tippers not 
only cost the council sig¬ 
nificant amounts of 
money to clean up, but 
can be dangerous; they 
can fuel fires, harm ani¬ 
mals or attract rats and 
cause a hazard for drivers 
and other members of the 
public. 

“Dumping any waste 


illegally is a serious 
criminal offence that car¬ 
ries a fine of up to 
£20,000 - unlimited if 
the case goes to the 
Crown Court - or an 
offender can be sent to 
prison. It is also an 
offence to permit fly-tip¬ 
ping. The police, local 
councils and the 
Environment Agency all 
treat this problem very 
seriously and will usually 
prosecute anyone caught 
fly-tipping waste. 

“Fly-tipping is often 
associated with dumping 
waste from vehicles; in 
this case the person who 
owns the vehicle can also 
be prosecuted, which 
means that it is possible 
for a prosecution to occur 
when only the vehicle, 
not the driver, is identifi¬ 
able. 

“The police also have 
the powers to seize vehi¬ 
cles used for fly-tipping”. 

Anyone with informa¬ 
tion on fly-tipping is 
asked to contact their 
local police station 101 
or Crimestoppers anony¬ 
mously on 0800 555 111. 


Riding club looks forward 
to its annual Farm X event 



ABOVE: The prizwinners line up for the camera. 


LLANTWIT Major 
Riding Club had its 
AGM on March 25 
and looked back 
over the previous 
year and its success¬ 
es. 

Winners of the annual 
prizes were as follows: 
Attendance - Chloe 
Jenkins and Eryn 
Jackson; Best turned out 
- Isla Haden, Mandy 
Major and Chloe 
Watkins. 


Jumping points: 12 
and under - Genevieve 
Kirk; Junior - Ellena 
Dix; Senior - Jade 
Barrett. 

Points: Lead rein - 
Josie Dix; 12 and under 
- Abigail Allen; Junior - 
Maisie Beech; Senior - 
Joanne Cook. 

Other winners were: 
Jodie George, Adam Dix, 
Richard George and 
Owen Poole. 

The club’s next event 
is the annual Farm X 
event, which is similar to 


a cross-country course 
but the majority of fences 
are knock down, and as it 
is not run as a competi¬ 
tion, all fences are 
optional. 

A club spokeswoman 
said: “It’s a great oppor¬ 
tunity to have a go at 
something different and 
suits all ages and abili¬ 
ties. 

“This year, we have a 
brand new course, with 
some interesting new 
fences. 

“You must be a mem¬ 


ber to have a go, but if 
you are not already, you 
are welcome to come 
along on the day. Two 
classes will be run - the 
first at 2ft 3ins and then 
at 2ft 9ins.” 

The event starts at 
11am this Sunday, April 
18, at Tremains Farm, 
Llanmaes. 

For more information, 
contact Sarah Battrick at 
lmrcnewsletter@ hot- 
mail, co.uk and in case of 
bad weather contact 
0791 853 9124. 


St Bride’s road bridge 
repairs will be delayed 


THE traffic lights 
at the Ewenny 
Bridge on the 
B4265 look likely to 
stay for the next 
three or four years. 

The lights were 
installed as a safety 
measure until work 
could be done to 
strengthen the bridge, 
which is owned by 
Network Rail but jointly 
managed by the rail 
company and the Vale 
Council, giving it a 40 
ton capacity. 

In a report presented 
yesterday (Wednesday) 
to the Vale Council cabi¬ 
net, officers say that the 
traffic lights were 
regarded as an interim 
measure in 2008, when 
the condition of the 
bridge was assessed. 

As a result of that 
assessment, the existing 
traffic signal system was 
installed to give priority 
to large vehicles leaving 
the nearby quarry. 

This limits the traffic 

OXJAM 

date 

change 

DUE to unforseen 
circumstances, the 
date Arthe 
OXJAM for Haiti 
Appeal has changed 
from Sunday, April 
18 to Sunday, May 
9. 

It is still to be held at 
the Living Cafe (in the 
old Garden Centre) from 
lpm. 

It will be an afternoon 
of live music from local 
ladies group 
‘Belladonna’, to Blues 
and Celtic music. 

All musicians wel¬ 
come - please contact 
Kaitha or Karen in 
OXFAM or in the cafe. 


movements over the 
bridge to single way 
working and thereby 
relieves the “live load¬ 
ing” on the bridge. 

A report was present¬ 
ed to the Vale Council 
cabinet on July 9, 2008, 
recommending that 
funding be allocated and 
that the council enter 
into an agreement with 
Network Rail to 
strengthen the structure 
so that the scheme could 
be included in Network 
Rail’s capital works pro¬ 
gramme 2010/11 - a 
proposal that was 


agreed. 

The estimated cost to 
the council was 
£629,000. The work 
involved replacing the 
bridge deck completely 
on strengthened and 
widened abutments; the 
load carrying capacity of 
the bridge would be 40 
tonnes and standard lane 
widths (2 x 3.65m) 
would be provided. 

The report now says: 
“Unfortunately, Network 
Rail then failed to 
include the scheme in 
their capital works pro¬ 
gramme for 2010/11. 


“Officers have again 
met with representatives 
from Network Rail and 
confirmed the council’s 
intention that the struc¬ 
ture be strengthened. 

“Network Rail have 
confirmed that they have 
provisionally included 
the strengthening and 
replacement scheme in 
their 2013/14 pro¬ 
gramme.” 

The work is now esti¬ 
mated at £782,000, and 
the council's liability 
would be 86 per cent of 
this figure, which 
equates to £672,500. 


Anne was bom in Canada and married a local man Kevin, and has lived in Barry 
since 1992. Anne’s aim is to sell unique hand crafted products and this has 
become her passion in sourcing one of a kind items, hand crafted, Fair Trade, Eco- 
friendly, recycled etc. There will be something for everyone in the shop. Ie, hand 
made leather journal from the USA, Cluckie Bunnies, each one hand sewn and one 
of a kind, a variety of drinking glasses made from recycled wine and beer bottles, 
hand made bags from Vietnam etc, also offering a gift wrapping service. 

Summertime will see the roll out of our online, bespoke hamper service where 
you can order a number of items that will be wrapped and delivered to your 
desired destination. This service will also be available from the shop and by phone. 




Tea, Coffee and 
Champagne welcome 

5% Discount with this advert 

HANDMADE: 

Native American Jewellery 
Crafted Leather Diaries 
Gorgeous Cluckie Bunnies 


4 


A range of Organic 
Soaps & Body Lotions 

Free gift wrapping 
service for any 
single sale over <£20 

Open Monday - Saturday 
9.30am - 3.30pm 


4 High Street, Barry CF62 7DZ 

01446 721339 
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21 days until nation goes to the polls 

CANDIDATES ‘LOCK 
HORNS’ AS GENERAL 
ELECTION HOTS UP 

| REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN 


Pet owner to contact 
RSPCA over mystery 
of the missing cats... 


A pet lover is to con¬ 
tact the RSPCA, fol¬ 
lowing the response 
she had to an appeal 
for local people to 
contact her if they 
were concerned 
about the disap¬ 
pearance of their 
cats. 

Mrs Gail Adams of 
Coldbrook Road East, 
Barry has been mystified 
since her tortoise shell 
cat, Lucy, disappeared 
on March 19. 

Mrs Adams told The 
GEM at the time: “I have 


by TIM CHAPMAN 


done everything I can 
think of to get her back. 
I’ve spoken to people, 
put out flyers, and placed 
an advert in The GEM, 
which sparked six calls - 
but still there has been no 
joy. 

“My next door neigh¬ 
bour’s cat has also gone 
missing, and I’ve heard 
of others that have disap¬ 
peared locally. 

“Eve got a strange 
feeling something not 
very nice might be going 


BRO Radio’s 
success story 
continues... 



BRO Radio Station Manager Steve Powell 
and Jane Hutt, AM for the Vale, are 
pictured (above) cutting the birthday cake. 


ONE of the great 
traditions of a 
British general elec¬ 
tion is that parlia¬ 
mentary candidates 
clash over claims 
made by opponents 
in their campaign 
literature. 

Within the last few 
days, two of the Vale’s 
leading candidates have 
locked horns over the 
contents of a mail drop. 

Alana Davies, 

Labour’s candidate to 
succeed MP John Smith 
in the Vale, accused her 
Conservative opponent, 
Alun Cairns, of “scare- 
mongering” local voters, 
in a mailing which 
claimed that crime and 
anti-social behaviour 
were rising. 

She said that in a let¬ 
ter sent to voters in the 
Vale, Mr Cairns had stat¬ 
ed he was “concerned 
about rising levels of 
crime and anti-social 
behaviour”. 

Ms Davies said Home 
Office figures showed 
that crime had fallen in 
the constituency, and that 
Mr Cairns should imme¬ 
diately apologise to vot¬ 
ers for misleading them. 

She argued: “Alun 
Cairns’ claim is mislead¬ 
ing and inaccurate. 
Crime figures released 
by the Home Office show 
that crime for the year up 
to September 2009 fell in 
the Vale yet again com¬ 
pared to the previous 
year. 

“They show that 
there are 11.4 per cent 
fewer victims of crime, 
house burglaries are 
down by 17.8 per cent 
and violent crime is 
down by 13.7 per cent. 

“Alun Cairns should 
apologise for his bogus 
claim. 

“He should be honest 
with voters here in the 
Vale and confirm that he 


misled them on this 
issue. 

“His misleading and 
inaccurate claim also 
undermines the hard 
work of the Vale police 
force which is among the 
best in detecting and cut¬ 
ting crime.” 

However, Mr Cairns 
told The GEM he stood 
by his claims, and insist¬ 
ed that his figures had 
come from a Welsh 
Assembly website. 

He pointed out: “The 
Welsh Assembly 

Government’s website, 
Statswales, clearly shows 
this rise in anti social 
behaviour. 

“They are official 
recorded crime figures 
and have come from the 
Home Office. I’ll happily 
point the link out to Ms 
Davies. 

“It is clear that the 
shortage of officers and 
resources across the Vale 
are having an impact. 

“When I went out with 
the police some time ago, 
I couldn't believe that on 
one occasion, all officers 
were tied up at the cus¬ 
tody suite because of 
paper work, and there 
was no-one on patrol in 
Barry! This needs to 
change.” 

Mr Cairns’ figures 
indicate increases in 
crime from 2001/02 to 
2008/09: 

Violence against the 
person, 1,238 to 1,661 - 
an increase of 34.17 per 
cent; sexual offences, 
68 to 88 - an increase of 
29.41 per cent; and rob¬ 
bery, 36 to 44 - an 
increase of 22.22 per 
cent. 

For voters, the nub of 
this issue seems to be 
whether they regard 
more recent history as 
the best guide of a per¬ 
ceived trend, or a com¬ 
parison over a longer 
period of time. 


RING-FENCED 

Meanwhile, Mr Cairns 
criticised Ms Davies for 
scaremongering by send¬ 
ing out a “misleading and 
inaccurate” leaflet, which 
attacked the 

Conservatives over the 
National Health Service. 

He claimed: “The 
NHS is our number one 
priority and it is com¬ 
pletely untrue to say we 
would cut the amount of 
money available for the 
NHS in Wales. 

“The Conservative 
Party has repeatedly stat¬ 
ed that the budget for the 
NHS will be ring-fenced 
and protected by us in 
government. 

“In any case, health is 
a devolved issue in Wales 
and is completely under 
the control of the Welsh 
Assembly Government 
which is run by Labour 
and Plaid. 

“If there is less money 
for health in Wales after 
May it will be entirely 
down to decisions taken 
by the administration in 
Cardiff Bay.” 

Mr Cairns added that 
the leaflet also referred to 
Conservative plans to 
end free prescriptions. 

“Again, this is nothing 
to do with Westminster 
and is down to the Welsh 
Assembly. It is our policy 
to enhance cancer and 
stroke services, which 
would be funded in 
Wales from a modest 
charge to millionaires 
who currently receive 
free prescriptions. 

“A total of 90 per cent 
of prescriptions would 
remain free. All pension¬ 
ers, benefit claimants, 
young people and those 
with chronic illnesses 
will still get free pre¬ 
scriptions. 

“We have a situation 
now where people are 
being denied life pro¬ 
longing cancer drugs so 


that others can get free 
aspirin!” 

He added: “We believe 
that resources must be 
better targeted so that the 
money goes to where it is 
most needed and where it 
can do the most good.” 

Ms Davies refuted any 
suggestion that she had 
been scaremongering. 

She said: “What I have 
said is that the Tories 
would end free prescrip¬ 
tions and their public 
spending cuts would hit 
the amount of money 
available to assist the 
NHS in Wales - and I 
stand by that statement. 

“Mr Cairns himself 
admits that free prescrip¬ 
tions would no longer be 
available to all, and I 
believe people here in the 
Vale will be dismayed 
with his statement. 

“This is a change that 
would affect communi¬ 
ties across Wales, and 
would cost more in 
administering it. 

“It’s all very well for 
Alun Cairns to say that 
the Conservatives will 
protect the NHS budget. 
Things are different in 
Wales. 

“In cutting public 
spending, the Tories will 
remove money required 
for the NHS in Wales, 
and the administration in 
Cardiff Bay will have 
less to spend on it. It’s as 
simple as that.” 

She added: “Just 
because health is a 
devolved issue, does not 
mean we should forget 
about it. In Wales, we 
created the NHS and it is 
the Labour Party’s great¬ 
est achievement. 

“We saved it after the 
long years of Tory cuts 
and have invested in 
NHS hospitals, medical 
facilities, extra nursing 
staff and consultants 
right across Wales. 

“ Labour will protect it 
- in Wales - as well as 
across the UK.” 


TWELVE months 
ago, Bro Radio 
began broadcasting 
across Barry and 
parts of the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

Since then, it has 
broadcast a wide range 
of quality local pro¬ 
grammes and increased 
its listener base. 

Station Manager, 

Steve Powell is “delight¬ 
ed” with the way the 
people of the Vale have 
taken to BRO Radio and 
the response it is creat¬ 
ing. 

“We have achieved so 
much and given the peo¬ 
ple of Barry and parts of 
the Vale an alternative to 
commercial radio and 
the BBC. We are proud 
of the service we pro¬ 
vide and continue to 
develop. 

“Since launch, we 
have steadily increased 
our live and recorded 
output, developed a local 
news service in partner¬ 
ship with the Glamorgan 
GEM, created work 
placements for young 
people and worked with 
local schools, developed 
community partnerships, 
provided PA and outside 
broadcast at community 
events, covered Vale 


Council events and cam¬ 
paigns, promoted local 
charities and voluntary 
organisations and attract¬ 
ed advertisers and spon¬ 
sors, from small busi¬ 
ness to blue chip compa¬ 
nies. 

“BRO Radio has also 
provided full-time 
employment for several 
people.” 

It has captured the 
creativity of its volun¬ 
teers mixed with the 
enthusiasm, enterprise 
and good business sense 
to create a recipe for 
success. 

“It’s been a very chal¬ 
lenging year but despite 
the economic climate, 
BRO Radio has gone 
from strength to 
strength, and the next 12 
months will see further 
exciting developments, 
making BRO Radio an 
important integral part of 
the media family across 
south Wales.” 

BRO Radio has the 
financial support of the 
Vale Council and the 
Lottery and is in part¬ 
nership with the Barry 
YMCA. 

If you would tike to 
know more about the 
service it provides, call 
the station on 01446 
420681. 


This week Mrs Adams 
was keen to update GEM 
readers on the response 
she had received. 

She said: “I’ve had a 
number of emails from 
concerned people, and 
people locally have told 
me they saw the story. 

“It seems that cats dis¬ 
appearing is rife - it is a 
bit frightening and I will 
be contacting the 
RSPCA.” 

Dawn Rose, who runs 
the Sunnyside Cattery in 
Wenvoe, and has carried 
out work for the RSPCA, 
said she believed Mrs 
Adams’ concerns were 
well founded. 

She explained: “The 
number of cats that seem 
to go missing is phenom¬ 
enal. 

“I know of one woman 
who lives in a quiet street 
in Barry where four cats 
have gone missing.” 

Dawn is regularly con¬ 
tacted by anxious cat 
owners who hope their 
pets may have been 
found and handed in to 
her. 

She pointed out: 
“What we are talking 
about is often much¬ 
loved cats who don’t 
wander far because they 
have everything they 
need close to home.” 

Mrs Adams fears that 
something odd is hap¬ 
pening because if a cat is 
run over or killed locally, 
it is likely the owner will 
find out about it - but in 
numerous cases, cats 
seem to have vanished 
without trace. 


One woman who lives 
near Mrs Adams, and 
whose cat disappeared 
just before Christmas, 
emailed her to say: “I too 
have noticed more 
posters up appealing for 
information about their 
missing cats and feel 
there is more to it than 
bad luck.” 

A GEM reader in a 
Vale village wrote of her 
cat: “It seems impossible 
that he could just disap¬ 
pear without a trace and 
without someone know¬ 
ing what happened to 
him.” 

One family contacted 
Mrs Adams to say: “We 
saw the article in The 
GEM regarding missing 
cats and we hope yours 
has returned. 

“ However, our family 
and I have been worried 
about this problem for 
many months now, as we 
have heard of a great 
number of cats that have 
gone missing in the 
Bridgend area, Canton, 
Rhiwbina and in the 
Peterston area, where we 
have seen posters up. 

“We also believe that 
something untoward is 
going on, as whole 
streets are going missing 
at one time. 

“We have been very 
concerned for some time 
now, and we are anxious 
every time our cats go 
out.” 

If anyone would tike to 
contact Mrs Adams, 
email her on 
gail.adams70@ntl 
world.com 


SCHOOL CROSS TAKES AN 
EASTER TOUR OF THE VALE 



The photo shows the banners made by pupils for the services to celebrate Easter. 


LLANTWIT, Cowbridge, 
Penarth and Barry were 
all stops during Lent for 
the Cross made in St 
Richard Gwyn Catholic 
High - as pupils showed 
junior schools and church¬ 
es the true meaning of 
Easter. 

With not a bunny or egg in 


sight, pupils made banners to 
represent the journey of Jesus 
to Calvary, and even composed 
their own hymns for the servic¬ 
es held in the school, to ensure 
that parents and pupils did not 
forget the real reason for the 
traditional holiday. 

Year-7 pupil Nuria Horner 
sang Eve fallen three times’ 
composed by the school’s ‘Canu 


a Gweddi’ group, to the tune of 
the Ashgrove. Senior pupil 
Thomas Power asked 6 Why 
meV as he sang the story of 
Simon of Cyrene, who helped to 
carry the cross 2,000 years ago. 

The Cross finished its jour¬ 
ney as the focus for the Walk of 
Witness in Dinas Powys on 
Good Friday, starting from the 
Methodist Church. 


Who has lost 
their camera? 

W HILE walking along the prome¬ 
nade at Whitmore Bay yester¬ 
day (April 10) I found a little 
Kodak camera, but in spite of asking 
around, I couldn’t find the owner. 

Although I don’t believe the camera to be partic¬ 
ularly valuable, there are some lovely group images 
on it of special family occasions. I would be 
delighted to reunite the camera with its owner. 

Please contact me on: roma.broadbent@hot- 
mail. co.uk or telephone Roma Broadbent on: 01446 
722187. 

Home from 
home comfort 

A S an ex-first class rugby player 

with the usual knowledge of hospi¬ 
tals and nursing homes, may I 
express my admiration for the way the 
Springbank Nursing Home in Barry is 
run. 

I have been resident here for the last few weeks 
with an old rugby injury, so I have had a perfect 
opportunity of observing the excellent operation at 
first hand. 

Ian M Jewell, Cowbridge 

VOLUNTEERS SOUGHT 

THE Vale Volunteer Bureau is holding outreach 
surgeries for advice and information at Penarth 
Library today, Thursday, April 15 and 
Cowbridge Library on Wednesday, April 21 
(both days from 2pm-4pm). 

For further information, contact Joe on 01446 
421782, or visit www.vvb.org.uk 

JUMBLE SALE 

A jumble sale will be held by Llancarfan Tuesday 
Club on April 24 at 1.30pm in Llancarfan 
Community Hall. Proceeds to local charities. 
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Comprehensive takes 
another step along 
the fundraising road 



RIGHT: 

Headteacher 
Margaret Evans 
receives the cheque 
from PTA treasurer, 
Rosemary Fisher, with 
CCFC chairman 
Charlie Puddicombe in 
the background. 

THE fund to pro¬ 
vide the new 
Cowbridge School 
with much-needed 
equipment has 
received another 
significant boost 
after a donation of 
£10,000 from the 
school’s Parent 
Teacher 
Association. 

The PTA has put the 
earnings from a full 
year’s fund-raising 
activities into the fund, 
and is committed to 
working closely with 
the Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
Fundraising 
Ccommittee (CCFC) to 
help raise £250,000 by 
September. 

Paying tribute to the 
PTA committee who 


A COFFEE morn¬ 
ing will be held in 
Llantwit Major this 
month to raise 
funds for a local 
woman’s charity 
work with dis¬ 
placed Burmese 
people now living in 
Thailand. 

The event in 
Tabernacle Church Hall, 
Methodist Lane, on April 
28 at 10am, is being 
organised by Joe and 
Gwen Claase. 

It will highlight the 
work done by their 
daughter Sonya, who 
lives in Thailand and 
works for the charity 
Partners Relief and 
Development. 

This helps the 
refugees who have fled 
Burma, which is ruled by 
a military dictatorship. 

Sonya will be in 
Llantwit Major at the 
time and will be present 
at the coffee morning to 
explain more about her 
work as a manager with 
the charity. 

She lives in Thailand 
and met her Thai hus¬ 
band while working 
there. 

They will be bringing 
their new baby daughter, 
Abigail, home for the 
first time to see her 
grandparents. 

She will celebrate her 
first birthday on the day 
of the coffee morning. 

Mr and Mrs Claase, 
who live in Methodist 
Lane, moved to Llantwit 
three years ago. Joe is 


have worked so hard to 
raise the money, PTA 
treasurer Rosemary 
Fisher said: “We've 
organised a ball, quiz 
night and race night and 
several other events 
over the past year, and 
handing over this 
cheque makes all the 
effort worthwhile.” 

She added: “We 
would like to contribute 


South African and his 
wife Gwen is English, 
but they moved to Wales 
to be near one of their 
other daughters who 
lives in Swansea. 

The family previously 
lived in Cheltenham and 
Sonya has never lived in 
Llantwit Major, although 
she has visited the town. 

“Sonya does not get 
paid for her work but 
relies on donations given 
by friends and family,” 
said Joe. 

“She also belongs to a 
church which supports 
the work.” 

The couple have four 
daughters and three 
granddaughters. One 
daughter lives in London 
and the other is in 
Australia. 

The couple are both 
retired and have thrown 
themselves into the com¬ 
munity, joining 

Llanilltyd Fawr in 
Flower. 

They are hoping that 
the town will rally 
around the cause to raise 
funds for the charity and 
to support their daughter. 

“Thousands of people 
have fled Burma and are 
living in dire conditions 
with extremely limited 
food, shelter and medical 
supplies,” said Mrs 
Claase. 

“We want to do our bit 
to help.” 

Further information is 
available from Gwen 
and Joe on 01446 
796005. 


more to the CCFC cam¬ 
paign, so we hope 
everyone will support 
our forthcoming events. 

“We are holding a 
May Ball in the Bear 
Hotel on May 7, as well 
as a car boot sale in the 
new school parking 
area.” 

In the past, the PTA 
has paid for an artificial 
cricket pitch and 
£12,000 worth of IT 
equipment, and since 
the inception of the new 
fundraising challenge, 
has worked hand-in- 
hand with the fundrais¬ 
ing committee - to pro¬ 
vide the extra facilities 
needed to “make a great 
new school fantastic”. 

CCFC chairman 
Charlie Puddicombe 
expressed the commit¬ 


tee’s thanks for the 
PTA’s hard work and 
commitment to their 
shared goal. 

He said: ‘The PTA 
has always been right 
behind our efforts and 
it’s marvelous that we 
have such a committed 
partner in working 
towards our target of 
£250,000. 

“With their support, 
we are confident that 
we’ll get there.” 

Charlie urged every¬ 
one with connections to 
the school to support 
fundraising activities. 

Tickets to the May 
Ball are on sale and 
details of this event and 
other fundraising activi¬ 
ties can be found at 
www.cowbridge- 
comp2010. co. uk 


LLANSANNOR 

CELEBRATES 

LLANSANNOR local history group, LAMBS 
(Llansannor Ancient and Modern Buildings and 
Settlement), recently held its 10th anniversary 
dinner in the Community Hall. 

The group celebrated its publications and 
many visits to sites in south Wales and beyond 
with a dinner, a storytelling and a ‘LAMBS - 
where and when?’ competition, identifying pho¬ 
tographs taken during activities spanning the 
decade. 
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Llantwit Major 
family’s link 
with Burma 
refugee charity 


ST DONATS CHOIR 
SINGS IN BATH 
ABBEY SERVICES 


gregation of nearly 300 
made singing two servic¬ 
es there even more mem¬ 
orable for the St Donats 
Atlantic Chorale. 

“The choir tackled a 
wide range of music, 
including major works 
by Britten and Faure, 
with its customary 
enthusiasm, filling the 
beautiful abbey with 
wonderful music - an 


impressive achievement 
for an ensemble that has 
yet to reach its first 
birthday.” 

It was the first of five 
concerts the choir will 
perform this year”: “The 
next concert takes place 
in the Millennium 
Centre in Cardiff Bay on 
Sunday lunchtime, June 
6 in the informal atmos¬ 
phere of the foyer. There 


is no charge for admis¬ 
sion. 

This will be followed 
by an informal summer’s 
afternoon concert in St 
Donats on July 18. The 
other two concerts fol¬ 
low in November and 
December. 

If anyone wishes to 
join the choir, contact 
Geoff Mortimer on 
01446 796620. 


Live bands rock 
in local venue 


ST DONATS 
Atlantic Chorale, 
the recently- 
formed community 
choir based at St 
Donats Arts 

Centre, last 

Sunday led the 
singing at two serv¬ 
ices in Bath Abbey. 

Now 52 voices strong, 
it was invited to be the 
visiting choir for Matins 
and Evensong services. 

Geoff Mortimer, 
chairman of the choir, 
told The GEM: “It was a 
proud moment for me. 
The choir excelled them¬ 
selves and were no doubt 
lifted by the fantastic 
acoustics in the Abbey, 
which enabled them to 
give performances far 
beyond the level they 
had been achieving in 
rehearsals. The atmos¬ 
phere in the coach on the 
way home was excellent 
- they just could not stop 
singing!” 

Carl Grainger, musi¬ 
cal director, summed up 
the day when he paid 
tribute to the choir’s 
efforts: “Singing in an 
iconic building like Bath 
Abbey is an exciting 
experience for any choir, 
and the warm welcome 
from the staff and con- 


LIVE music has taken 
a few knocks in the 
area lately, as the 
demise of several pop¬ 
ular bands and the 
loss of the Sub Club 
in Barry has left a 
gap in the music 
scene. 

On Good Friday that 
gap was closed. A new 
live music venue and 
three emerging bands, 
very obviously brim¬ 
ming with talent, were 
unveiled. 

The venue was The 
Savoy, already estab¬ 
lished as a bastion of 
rock music of the 
recorded variety, it has 
dipped its toe into the 
turbulent waters of 
untamed guitar fuelled 


live performance. The 
management seemed 
pleased with the experi¬ 
ment and the good news 
is more events are on the 
horizon. 

The evening was 
opened by The Anderson 
Connection. Their music 
fuses guitars and beats 
with lyrics ranging from 
thoughtful to downright 
bizarre. 

Shooting the Moon 
took the reins next; they 
define their sound as 
“somewhere between 
The Cure and Joy 
Division without the 
obligatory cloud of 
depression hanging 
above”. 

Clearly conscious that 
every detail of their 
music makes a differ¬ 


ence, the set was deliv¬ 
ered with aplomb and 
received enthusiastically. 

The evening was 
headlined by Some Kind 
of Leader (SKOL) - fea¬ 
turing Barry’s own Matt 
Blumberg on bass. They 
set out their stall early, 
opening with ‘Wrong 
Side’ featuring intense 
guitar riffs wrapped 
around some funky bass 
work; it immediately got 
the crowd on side. 

The band are very 
obviously talented musi¬ 
cians, and this manifests 
itself in their confident 
stage presence and clev¬ 
erly structured songs, 
which provided the per¬ 
fect platform for them to 
peddle their wares. 

ROB SALTER 



Sale Price 

£ 298.95 


Myers Luxury Charm 
4'6 2 drawer divan set 
Usually £699.95 


OPENING TIMES 
Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri 9am-5.30pm 
Sat 10am-5.30pm. Sun 11am-5pm 
Late Night Thurs 9am-8pm 

The Place For Homes Ltd 
Unit 1, Retail Area, Sutton Road, 
Llandow, Nr. Cowbridge, 

Vale of Glamorgan. CF71 7PA 
Telephone: 01446 772927/772928 
www.theplaceforhomesltd.co.uk 

All offers subject to availability. 


We offer: 

. Carpets from £9.99sq/m 
. Free measuring and estimate service 

. 80% Wool 20% Nylon Twist from 

Twist, Pattern & Wool Axminster 


. Carpet, Vinyl, Wood and Laminate 

Flooring for every room in you 
. Over 40 years experience 
. Experienced and friendly staff 
Ranges from Ulster, Cormar, 
Penthouse and many more... 


...and bedroom furniture, sofas 
& chairs, dining tables & chairs, 
and occasional pieces 
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GEM reader and green campaigner, Dinky Kennedy, 
was so taken by our April 1 exclusive on infamous 
Dutch tycoon Pieter Van Bleuw’s latest diabolical 
plans, that she was inspired to put pen to paper 
_ herself - the headline is also her own! _ 


‘Green and Bleuw 
united, in spite 
of impact on 
the environment!’ 


A N emergency 
meeting was held 
if. -A. by the Transition 
groups in Cardiff and 
the Vale to discuss 
news (in The GEM) 
that Dutch entrepre¬ 
neur, Pieter van Bleuw, 
is to build a massive 
smelting works on the 
Vale coast. 

The Transition group 
in Penarth Marina 
agreed to mobilise a 
flotilla of small boats to 
support Greenpeace’s 
Rainbow Warrior, which 
was standing by to 
thwart the construction 
phase, due to start next 
April 1. 

Both members of the 
newly-formed 
Transition group in 
Ogmore by Sea agreed 
that the only sensible 
action was to move 
house. 

They had decided 
Windsor or Balmoral 
were the safest bet, as 
jhe Palace was unlikely 


to allow similar blots to 
appear on their land¬ 
scape. 

Controversial opin¬ 
ions were voiced by the 
team who had cycled 
over from Port Talbot. 

They said they 
couldn’t see what all the 
fuss was about as they 
had suffered with this 
kind of thing for years. 

A spokesman for the 
group said: “The best 
you can hope for is that 
the 60’ tower is camou¬ 
flaged. A daffodil won’t 
do; it should be a subtle 
shade of green at the 
bottom and sky blue at 
the top. ” 

However, in what can 
only be seen as a major 
U turn by the Transition 
group, it was concluded 
that this could offer a 
major opportunity to 
spread the Transition 
name and that the proj¬ 
ect would be embraced 
wholeheartedly in 
return for publicity. 


The spokesman said: 
“As a group, our aim is 
to instil a sense of com¬ 
munity to Cowbridge 
and use this collective 
enthusiasm to engage 
people in activities that 
will improve the local 
environment, reduce its 
impact on precious 
finite resources and 
generally make the 
town and surrounding 
area a more resilient 
and positive place to 
live. ” 

“However, on reflec¬ 
tion, we just thought the 
opportunity to get the 
new Transition logo fly¬ 
ing from the 60’ tower 
was too good to miss. 

“We would encour¬ 
age all interested par¬ 
ties who would like to 
offer sponsorship of the 
60’ tower to come for¬ 
ward. 

“Their names could 
fly alongside the 
Transition logo. ” 


Bosch workers’ update talks 

RETRAINING of Bosch workers and the future of the site were on the 
agenda when Vale AM Jane Hutt met the Bosch works council and the 
Unite union last week. 

She commented: “Following our joint meeting in Stuttgart in 
February with the European Works Council and Bosch directors, I 
held a meeting with the Bosch Works Council and Unite the Union at 
the Senedd to progress the constructive discussion and correspondence 
with the Bosch management.” 


‘Wales not 
a digital 
guinea pig’ 

I WAS sorry to read 
in the GEM on 
April 8 that James 
Wild is having trouble 
receiving ITV Wales 
(‘Give us back our old 
analogue TV’). 

Digital switchover is 
now complete in Wales, 
and the vast majority of 
viewers have made the 
change without experi¬ 
encing problems. 

Those who do have 
reception issues can con¬ 
tact Digital UK on 
08456 50 50 50 for ini¬ 
tial advice. 

After that, it may be 
necessary to consult a 
professional aerial engi¬ 
neer, who can assess the 
suitability of the aerial, 
the condition of cabling, 
and so on. 

We recommend look¬ 
ing for a registered digi¬ 
tal installer (RDI) who 
carries the ‘digital tick’ 
logo. If you can’t find an 
RDI locally, look for 
someone with associate 
RDI or CAI plus status - 
or ask your local electri¬ 
cal retailer. 

Wales is by no means 
a guinea pig for digital 
television. Nine out of 
ten households in the 
UK have already gone 
digital, and parts of 
England and Scotland 
have also completed 
switchover. 

However, Wales is 
rightly proud to be the 
first nation to complete 
the process, and 
Freeview has become 
available to almost all 
Welsh viewers as a 
result. 

Emyr Hughes, Cardiff 

(National Manager, 
Wales Digital UK) 


CITROEN BERLINGO MULTISPACE 

1.6HDi 90HPVTR WITH NIL ADVANCE PAYMENT 

www.citroen.co.uk 



CITROEN prefers TOTAL 



Worry-free means everything 
is included for peace of mind 


Use your mobility allowance 


Motability 

The leading car scheme for disabled people * 


www.motability.co.uk 

Not sure if you qualify for a Motability car? Call 0800 95J 4002 


WALES LARGEST CITROEN DEALER - 

NUMBER ONE FOR MOTABILITY ~ 


CREATIVE TECHNOLOGIE 


CITROtn 


'VALID FOR QUALIFYING MOTABILITY CUSTOMER ORDERS UNTIL 31/03/10. AVAILABLE FOR MOTABILITY CONTRACT HIRE SCHEME 
CUSTOMERS, ONLY ON QUALIFYING NEW CARS SOURCED FROM CITROEN UK LTD. MODELS SUBJECT TO STOCK AVAILABILITY AND 
QUARTERLY PRICE CHANGES. NO OTHER PROMOTIONAL OFFERS APPLY. TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY, PLEASE ASK US FOR DETAILS. 
OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES (RANGE): URBAN CYCLE, EXTRA URBAN, COMBINED (LITRES PER 100KM/MPG) 
& 002 EMISSIONS (G/KM); HIGHEST: CITROEN BERLINGO MULTISPACE 1.61 90HP 10.8/26.2, 6.8/41.5, 8.2/34.4, 195. 

LOWEST: CITROEN BERLINGO MULTISPACE 1.6 HDi 110 HP DPFS 6.4/41.4, 4.8/58.9, 5.3/53.3, 140. 


BASSETTS BRIDGEND 01656 649009 
BASSETTS CARMARTHEN (SALES OUTLET) 01267 238 800 
BASSETTS SWANSEA 01792 310900 


Two military men are 
on parade as new 
deputy Lieutenants 



Mayor Court Emlyn Williams with newly-appointed Deputy Lieutenant for South 
Glamorgan, Col Barrie Davies (second left), his wife, Ruth, and current Deputy 
Lieutenant Colin Jones, of Barry. 

TWO Barry resi- of South Glamorgan 
been an d look forward to 
Lord 
his 


dents have 

appointed as deputy assisting the 
Lieutenants for Lieutenant 
duties.” 


South Glamorgan. 

Col Barrie Davies, 


Brigadier Libbey is 


OBE, and Brigadier TIT £ , ^ ^ 

Rick Libbey, together » f the P , n " ct s Trus ‘ 
with a number of previ- Cl™™- having scttoI 
ously appointed deputy 30 years in the British 


Lieutenants, assist the Army. He 
Lord Lieutenant (Dr service 


ended his 
the Army 


Peter Beck) as his ‘eyes Commander of Wales 
and ears’ across the based in Brecon. 


RIGHT: 
Brigadier 
Rick Libbey has 
been appointed a 
Deputy Lieutenant 
for the 
preserved County 
of South 
Glamorgan. 


county and can also Welcoming 
represent him at local appointments, 
ceremonies and official Mayor 
events. 

Col Davies 


the 
Vale 

Coun Emlyn 
Williams said: “South 

r- ^ f ^ Glamorgan is a pre- 

Commandant of Dyfed seryed count of Wales 
and Glamorgan Army for purposes such as the 
Cadet Force and \ „ 

received an OBE in last l^utenancy and .s for- 
tunate to have such a 



year’s New Year 
Honours list. 

He said: “I am very deputy 
honoured and proud to whose 
have been appointed a 
Deputy Lieutenant for ence is so varied and 
the preserved County rich/ 


diverse mixture of 
Lieutenants, 
backgrounds 
and collective experi- 


All joinery products 

made the way you want them... 

• Doors t Windows • Kitchens HHP 

t Bedrooms t Mouldings • Hand-made Furniture 
Fully insured for your peace of mind 


GLYNN SEWELL JOINERY LTD 


With over 15 years experience, we have furnished many houses, 
hotels, hospitals and schools with excellent fixtures, fittings and 
fitted mouldings. No project is too big or small and all items are 
individually custom made. You can confidently rely on us to deliver a 
first class product with a price to match. 

01446 421112 07813 840926/07973 530073 

e-mail: info@gsjoinery.net 


The GEM has joined forces with the 
Dog’s Trust to find caring new owners 
for animals at its Bridgend Rehoming 
Centre. (Telephone 01656 725219). 


Charlie in need 
of patient TLC 



ABOVE: Charlie. 



THIS WEEK: 
Charlie is a six- 
year-old English 
Springer. 

A centre spokes¬ 
woman writes: “He’s a 
complex dog who is 
sensitive when handled 
and can be reactive in 
situations he feels 
threatened in. 

“He needs time to 
get to know and trust 
people. In other ways 
he is typical of his 
breed, being active and 
very playful. 

“He has mixed with 
other dogs but is under 
socialised and struggles 
to make friends so he 
will need further help 
with his socialising. 

“He is housetrained 
and fine to be left for a 
few hours. 

“He needs a home 
with an experienced 
owner and he is not 
suitable with children. 

“His new owner will 
need to be calm, 
patient and consistent 
with his handling, to 
allow him to build up 
trust with them. 

“Charlie is a strong 
character but in the 
right home he’ll make 
a rewarding compan¬ 
ion. 

“Anyone interested 
in him will need to visit 
him a few times at the 
centre.” 






















































ABOVE: The scene at Cowbridge Comprehensive when work 
began on the new school during last year’s summer holidays. 


MUCH is happen¬ 
ing in the Vale and 
at the council; 
since my column 
last month, we 
have seen the final 
section of the Pont 
y Werin put into 
position. 

This new footbridge, 
which links Penarth and 
Cardiff Bay, should 
open in June and I am 
sure walkers and 
cyclists will appreciate 
the latest addition to the 
Vale. 

Like many residents, 

I am looking forward to 
seeing work start on 
Penarth Heights, and 
hopefully, Crest 
Nicholson will now 
start preliminary works. 

I was not surprised to 
see that a recent survey 
labelled the site the 
worst eyesore in Wales. 

I am sure many of us 
will be glad when the 
^old Billybanks estate is 


demolished and new 
homes have been built. 

Work is progressing 
well on the new 
Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School 
and the pupils and staff 
can look forward to 
working in their new 
school from September. 

There could be 
changes at our leisure 
centres, too. 

We are investigating 
the possibility of a part¬ 
nership with the private 
sector, which will bring 
improvements to the 
centres and the services 
offered. 

Sadly, some councils 
in the UK are consider¬ 
ing closing leisure facil¬ 
ities. We hope that with 
the right partnership we 
will be able protect the 
future of our leisure 
centres. 

Areas across the UK, 
including the Vale, are 
twinned with towns 
around the world. At the 


Vale, we want to give 
real meaning to these 
arrangements and a new 
organisation fostering 
links between the Vale 
and its twin and friend¬ 
ship towns has been 
formed. 

The Vale of 
Glamorgan Twinning 
Association will pro¬ 
mote, support and 
develop links with the 
Vale’s twin towns: 
Fecamp in France, 
Mouscron in Belgium 
and Rheinfelden in 
Germany, as well as 
with Jurbarkas in 
Lithuania and Neumarkt 
in Italy, with whom we 
have friendship agree¬ 
ments. 

We have agreed a 
three-year funding 
package for the associa¬ 
tion and we hope to see 
it become self-sustain¬ 
ing in the future. 

We now know the 
date of the general elec¬ 
tion and the electoral 


by Coun 

GORDON 

KEMP 

Leader of 
the Vale 
Council 


team at the Vale Council 
are working hard to 
make sure we are ready 
for polling day. 

There are thousands 
of polling cards to be 
distributed, scores of 
polling stations and 
clerks to organise, not 
to mention the logistics 
of making sure ballot 
boxes are delivered 
across the Vale and, at 
the close of voting, 
securely transported to 
the counting centre. 

Then there is a long 
night of counting the 
votes before the result is 
declared. 

I hope we will see a 
good turnout in the 
Vale, with residents tak¬ 
ing advantage of their 
democratic right to 
vote. / 


Three sell-out performances 
by Changing Scene talent! 


THE Changing Scene 
Dance Company held its 
spring show at the Barry 
Arts Hall recently, and it 
proved a tremendous suc¬ 
cess, with a sell-out at all 
three performances. 


The boys and girls in their 
new uniforms displayed a 
wealth of talent and enthusiasm, 
from the youngest to the eldest. 

The show was both modern 
and upbeat, with a varied collec¬ 
tion of music, song and dance. 
The audience showed their 
appreciation as they joined in 


LEFT: 
The boys 
and girls 
of the 
group, 
who 
per¬ 
formed 
three 
sell-out 
shows at 
the Barry 
Arts 
Hall 


the well-known lyrics. 

The next show West End to 
Broadway , will be held from 
July 14-17. The books are open 
for new pupils to join. 

Telephone 01446 739702 or 
029 2063 3217 for further infor¬ 
mation. 

GF 


Art competition winners 
collect prizes from Mayor 


WINNERS of the 
Vale Council’s first 
art competition, at 
Art Central last 
December, have 
been welcomed at a 
civic reception. 

The ‘Spirit of Winter’ 
competition was part of 
the winter season of 
exhibitions. Artists living 
in the Vale were invited 
to submit pieces in three 
different categories - 
experienced profession¬ 
als, amateur and upcom¬ 
ing artists (aged 16-20). 

A council spokes¬ 


woman explained that a 
public vote was held to 
choose winners for part 
of the competition, with 
one piece of work being 
chosen from each catego¬ 
ry. 

In the professional cat¬ 
egory, Iris Debley was 
chosen as winner, with 
her piece ‘Cold Poppies’ 
- a contrast of ice blue 
poppies against a green 
background in oil and 
acrylic. 

Ken Williams won the 
amateur category with 
his impressive landscape 
watercolour ‘Winter at 
Porthkerry’, showing the 


church that stands in the 
park. 

In the young person’s 
category, Andrew 

Whinney was chosen for 
his light-reflecting mosa¬ 
ic entry ‘Snowflake’, 
which caught the eye of 
the public. 

In addition, Michael 
Goode, arts development 
officer for the Arts 
Council of Wales, and 
Rebecca Spooner, project 
manager at Women’s 


Arts Association, assist¬ 
ed in selecting the 
judges’ choice winners. 

They finally agreed on 
two winning pieces - 
‘The Ice Man’ by 
Richard O’Connell, a 
frosty-faced image in oil 
pastel; and ‘Northern 
Lights’ by Rhian Ellis- 
Davies, a glazed mixed- 
media work depicting a 
traditional robin standing 
on a rainbow of frag¬ 
mented glass. 


‘EMAIL US! 

• WE welcome your news, 
views and sports items. 
Please email them to the 
Editorial Department at: 

ggem @internet-today.co. uk 


MISS SIXTY 

PKADA 

D&G 


Rimless Direct: 

SPECTACLE MANUFACTURE 
& REPAIR SERVICE 

Bf!flT?n3!?55?!T5R5 ChristianDior 

m 

upto 50 % 

DISCOUNT = 

ON DESIGNER FRAMES & LENSES iMOSCHINO 


Just bring along your prescription, choose your frames from 
our extensive designer collection and well do the rest. 

Any Questions? - Call the Discount Designers HOTLINE on 

01446 733444 


UNIT 8B, ATLANTIC TRADING ESTATE, BARRY 


FREE BIFOCALS WITH 
THIS COUPON 

when yew spend £69 or ever on n pair 

of ewr designer frames (CONDITIONS APPLY) 


Wardrobes • Leather/Fabric Suites • Double Beds 

!| The If 

I Hairy Bloke I 

DISCOUNT FURNITURE 


WE NOW OFFER A 
RE-UPHOLSTERY SERVICE 

for chairs, three piece suites, 
dining chairs, daybeds, etc. 

Beautiful fabric choices 
or supply your own. 

Free Estimates. 

Home Service Available. 

Amazing new range of rustic 
hardwood furniture 
arriving this week! 
French style boudoir furniture 
- newly arrived. 


This Corner Suite only £699 


next to PC World 

| CULVERHOUSE CROSS^-r-- 

£ CARDIFF CF56 6XW f °™V 

s Telephone: l 7 

02920 67069U^l 


Wardrobes • Leather/Fabric Suites • Double I 


Thursday, April 15th, 2010 


Thank you for saying 


you saw it in The GEM 


THE GEM - 9 


To see all our dog*, 
visit our new website, 
dogstrust.ofg.uk 

You can trust a dog from 


DogsTrust 


FOLLOW THE (Vale 
Council) LEADER 


RIGHT: 
Pictured, 
left to right are 
(Back row): 
Iris Debley, 
Ken Williams, 
arts development 
officer Tracey 
Harding, 
Rhian Ellis-Davies, 
Andrew Whinney. 
Front row: 
Mayor Coun 
Emlyn Williams 
and consort 
(far right), 
with Richard 
O’Connell. 


At 


Dogs Trust 

» 


Bridgend, 


in all shapes and sizes. 
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6th RHS spring 
show is back on 
Cooper’s Field 


The sixth annual 
Royal 
Horticultural 
Society show 
returns to the 
grounds of Cardiff 
Castle on April 
16-18. 

It features show 
gardens created by top 
Welsh horticultural 
talent, the popular 


schools’ wheelbarrow 
competition, talks and 
demonstrations, 
expert advice and 
numerous plants and 
accessories for sale. 

There is also enter¬ 
tainment with nature 
trails, street entertain¬ 
ers and live music plus 
a craft village and a 
taste of Welsh produce 
in the Cafe "quarter. 

Among the show 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers 
in the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot 
lottery draw num¬ 
ber 613. 

• £2000: 365330. 

• The rollover, 
which now stands at 
£1,000, was not 
claimed this week. 

0 £10: 432259; 

441414; 828403; 

608996; 752224; 

799545; 526750; 


220956 

879509 

111647 

228927 

167409 

312053, 

488224. 

0 

324197 

844999 

209159 

724590 

807938 

617905 

168392 

307442 


£5: 


693548; 

382696; 

781275; 

461853; 

242356; 

412065; 

652461 

483082 

457639 

585663 

784459 

382796 

879185 

425010 

779180 


635877; 

454815 

862035; 

460114 

204604; 

126570 

117219; 

515722 

211562; 

326524 

845814; 

520843 

826452; 

209065 

698158; 

489864 

569660; 

656912 

617919; 

435611 

147900; 

823897 

382105; 

545813 

427953; 

443721 

482585; 

662429 

171625; 

699288 

580047; 

327026 

748998; 

458453 

307772; 

163713 

328559; 

596837 

352068; 

547509 

645612; 

635325 

317415. 



The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For Ty Hafan lottery 
information, telephone 
02920 672062. 


gardens on Cooper’s 
Field is ‘Cardiff: 
Capital for Shopping’ 
a design by the host 
city council that first 
appeared at last year’s 
RHS Chelsea Flower 
Show, attracting the 
attention of actor Bill 
Nighy and Gavin and 
Stacey star Alison 
Steadman, along with 
a Silver Gilt medal. 

Urban Sanctuary is 
an outdoor space 
designed by Cardiff- 
based CJ Garden 
Designs, in conjunc¬ 
tion with landscapers 
Broxton and Moruzzi 
Landscapes as a com¬ 
fortable and pleasing 
space for a late middle 
aged or retired couple. 

This year, 61 schools 
in the Vale of 
Glamorgan and 
Cardiff areas will take 
part in the schools’ 
wheelbarrow competi¬ 
tion. 

This gives local 
youngsters the oppor¬ 
tunity to be creative 
and colourful in learn¬ 
ing about the soil - and 
also the chance to win 
gardening vouchers 
for their school. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact 020 7649 
1885 or 

www. rhs. or. uk/cardiff 


Bursaries to 
help young 
be inspired 


THE ‘Inspiring the 
Vale’ bursaries 
scheme is hosting 
an event at Bar 44, 
Cowbridge, on 
Thursday, April 22, 
to offer young peo¬ 
ple a chance to 
learn more about 
the funding avail¬ 
able to help set up 
in business. 

It will include talks 
from a number of key 
business entrepreneurs, 
including a star of 
Channel 4’s Secret 
Millionaire , Vale busi¬ 
nessman Paul Ragan, 
and James Emery, man¬ 
aging director of Barry- 
based The COS Group, 
who will speak on suc¬ 
cessfully running and 
managing a business. 

Run by Creative Rural 
Communities, a regener¬ 
ation and economic 
development initiative 
led by the Vale Council 
in partnership with pub¬ 
lic, private and voluntary 
sector organisations, the 
project has received 
funding through the 
Rural Development Plan 
for Wales 2007-2013, 
which is funded by the 
Welsh Assembly 
Government and the 
European Agricultural 
Fund for Rural 
Development. 

The scheme, estab¬ 
lished in 2009, aims to 
give individual or group 
applicants up to the age 
of 30, who either cur¬ 
rently live in the rural 
Vale or have previously 
lived there in the past for 


five years, the opportu¬ 
nity to set up their own 
business with a grant of 
up to £3,000. 

Nia Hollins, rural 
regeneration officer at 
Creative Rural 
Communities said: “We 
are hosting this event to 
not only celebrate the 
first anniversary of the 
scheme but also continue 
to raise awareness of 
opportunities that are 
available out there to 
young people looking to 
set up on their own. 

“Since launching the 
scheme 12 months ago, 
we have helped several 
young entrepreneurs ful¬ 
fil their dreams of set¬ 
ting up their own busi¬ 
ness. 

“To date, there has 
been very little help and 
support for budding 
young businessmen and 
women in the Vale. 
However, this scheme 
encourages people to 
turn their business ideas 
into reality. 

“The funding will 
give budding entrepre¬ 
neurs the chance to run 
their own business, 
either on a full-time or 
part time basis, or in 
some instances even in 
their spare time. 

“If we are to keep 
employment and invest¬ 
ment opportunities high 
in the Vale, new busi¬ 
nesses are essential to 
ensure we keep the local 
economy thriving. 

“We only have a year 
left of this funding, so 
are urging people in the 
area to take full advan¬ 
tage.” 



FAMILY SOLICITOR 
RETURNS TO 
HER WELSH ROOTS 


SOUTH WALES-BASED family 
law specialist Kathryn 
McTaggart has experienced 
some life changes of her own 
in recent weeks. 

As well as a new husband, a stepson 
and a move back across the Severn 
Bridge, she has taken a position with 
‘virtual’ law firm Woolley & Co, a spe¬ 
cialist family law firm with 19 lawyers 
based throughout the country. 

Throughout her career, 
Kathryn has worked 
London and the South East 
dealing with divorce and 
separation issues, as well 
as related financial mat¬ 
ters. She has achieved 
success in a number of 
High Court cases involv¬ 
ing complex and cutting 
edge children issues. 

Kathryn’s own personal life 
has given her a perfect 
insight into the changing face 
of modern families and the poten¬ 
tial challenges they face. 



lawyer, committing to the resolution 
of disputes without Court proceed¬ 
ings where possible and has worked 
overseas as a family mediator (as well 
as running a theatre company in her 
spare time!). She is very much look¬ 
ing forward to using her skills and 
knowledge working with her local 
community. 

U nlik e other lawyers Kathryn 
works flexible hours and is happy to 
meet clients wherever suits them 
(at their place of work or even 
n a relaxed coffee shop!) 
and, if preferred, do the 
majority of work by tele¬ 
phone and email. Kathryn 
is committed to being up 
front and transparent 
with clients, and Woolley 
& Co offer fixed fees so 
clients can budget with no 
nasty surprises. 

Kathryn is committed to 
providing a family law serv¬ 
ice that acknowledges the trau¬ 
ma of separation whilst remain¬ 
ing forward looking. She is commit- 


Kathryn is based just outside of ted to preserving dignity and humour 
Pontyclun, close to the Vale of in the worst of situations. Unafraid to 
Glamorgan and ideally situated in the be firm, she has first hand knowledge 
ever expanding Cardiff commuter that people often have to continue 


belt. Her links with the area go right 
back to her childhood and she has 


their relationships long after separa¬ 
tion. Believing the proof of the pud- 


always maintained a strong and expan- ding is always in the eating, Kathryn is 


sive network of family, friends and 
contacts here in Wales. 


proud to display her client testimoni¬ 
als on the Woolley & Co website - 


Kathryn trained as a collaborative www.family-lawfirm.co.uk 
If you want advice on divorce or relationship breakdown, or if you 
are about to enter a new relationship and want to protect your assets 
take advantage of Kathryn’s free half hour initial consultation. 

Call on 0845 680 2507 (local rate) or email 
Kathryn.McTaggart@family-lawfirm.co.uk 

(Woolley & Co is a member of the Law Society and regulated by the 
Solicitors Regulation Authority, registration number is 223060) 



Timberaway 


Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

S 01446 402848 
§ 07739 389578 



‘CUT RED TAPE 
IN THE VALE’ 

- says Cowbridge rural 
business supremo 


THE Cowbridge- 
based head of the 
Welsh rural busi¬ 
ness association is 
calling for political 
parties to commit to 
cutting red tape that 
is currently “stran¬ 
gling” a dynamic 
countryside econo¬ 
my. 

The Country Land 
and Business 

Association (CLA) 
Wales chairman, John 
Homfray said: “The next 
Government must rise to 
meet the twin challenges 
of securing both food 
production and the envi¬ 
ronmental benefits that 
land management pro¬ 
vide. 

“Protecting the EU 
budget must be an 
absolute priority and is 
the only way to ensure 
we have food on our 
tables and the landscape 
and natural environment 
that we all want. 

“Our members own 
and manage a vast array 
of different types of 
businesses in the coun¬ 
tryside which create 
employment. It is in 
everyone’s interests if 
these businesses thrive 
and make a profit.” 

Mr Homfray added 
that there was an urgent 
need for reform of the 
planning system. It 
needed to be flexible, 
transparent and efficient 
to allow the growth of 
rural businesses on 
which so much of the 
rural economy depends. 

He said: “The reform 
of the planning system is 
the lowest cost method 
of stimulating the econo¬ 
my. 

“It involves a zero 
increase in public expen¬ 
diture and leads to a 
more dynamic rural 
economy. The present 
system is currently 
strangled by bureaucrat¬ 
ic inertia.” 

Mr Homfray is also 
concerned that despite 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


recent Government 
pledges to deliver super¬ 
fast broadband, one third 
of the country still does 
not have adequate 
access. 

The CLA is calling on 
the next Government to 
ensure a speed of at least 
two megabits per second 
for every rural home and 
business - before prom¬ 
ising to deliver more to 
areas which currently 
have access. 

The full details of the 
CLA Manifesto for the 
Rural Economy can be 
found at: 

www. cla. org. uk/Policy_ 
WorkJCLAJS/lanifesto/ 

Labour’s 
Parliamentary candidate 
for the Vale, Alana 
Davies, commented: “As 
a member of the Labour 
Party, I am of course a 
supporter of the 
European Union, and of 
the subsidies and sup¬ 
port that our member¬ 
ship allows us to give to 
farmers and others. 

“I would certainly 
wish to see more open¬ 
ness and transparency in 
the planning process, 
and I expect this to be 
the case when the new 
planning legislation for 
England & Wales is fully 
implemented. 

“Of course, planning 
decisions are the respon¬ 
sibility of the local plan¬ 
ning authority, in this 
case the Vale Council, 
and while it is essential 
to have a strong frame¬ 
work to work to, deci¬ 
sions on individual 
applications are made by 
councillors.” 

Her Tory opponent, 
Alun Cairns, said: “The 
CLA do an excellent job 
in protecting the envi¬ 
ronment and supporting 
rural development and 
of course, we would 
want to secure a fair deal 
of money from Europe. 

“We have long called 


for a more flexible 
approach to planning, to 
allow for changes in 
people’s lifestyles. Of 
course this is a devolved 
matter and we have said 
that the current prescrip¬ 
tive planning policy ties 
local authorities in knots 
and allows little free¬ 
dom. 

“Conservative policy 
is to allow for much 
more freedom to local 
authorities to protect the 
environment and to meet 
local needs for develop¬ 
ment.” 

Plaid Cymru’s candi¬ 
date, Dr Ian Johnson, 
said: “Farming and agri¬ 
culture play a key role in 
maintaining food securi¬ 
ty and mitigating climate 
change, but I am con¬ 
cerned that changes to 
the Common 

Agricultural Policy 
(CAP) after 2013 will 
have a negative effect 
upon Welsh agriculture.” 

He added that Welsh 
interests could best be 
protected by a strong 
Assembly that would 
argue the case for Wales. 

On the subject of 
planning red tape, he 
said: “I would also like 
to remove red tape 
whenever necessary, so 
that good schemes can 
come to fruition quicker. 

“However, there is a 
sting in the tail, which is 
that proper planning 
processes must be car¬ 
ried out to prevent over¬ 
development in the rural 
Vale, and avoid a drop in 
quality of life for resi¬ 
dents.” 


• If you have a 
view on the story 
above, or on any 
other local issue, 
email us at 
ggem @ interne t- 
today.co.uk 
or write to the 
address given 
on page 2. 


^5i 


rtl solicitors 


r. 


NLaza. OjuL 

<£W *vuA if inosf 

At KTL Solicitors WC understand bo* stressful Family 
Ft Matrimonial problems can be and have the c*pcrt- 
Isc to ensure that the best solution Is achieved In these 
difficult circumstances 


Far valor for mcirtrv profcwKinal advirr on all 
Ivir Lav* nuincfs Contact 

Victoria Cannon at Brklqrnd-CurcJi based KTL Sulicilurv 

01656 665850 / 07532 158579 

e-mail: in fo@rtllcqal.co.uk 

Ntm ottering Comp imentarp ConiultatiO*t Hequr-it 


FULLTAILORESS SERVICE 


I NOW OPEN 

HSTTTCH 
- IN 
TIME 

For all your sewing requirements 

(including leather ana denim) 
wedding, bridesmaid dresses 
and curtain alterations, 

Competitive Prices 


School Uniform Specialists 

(Now at discounted prices) 


12-14 Stuart Terrace (Next to the Post Office) 
Talbot Green CF72 8AA 

Opening Hours 

9am-6pm Monday-Saturday 


Tel. 01443 237006 
Mob. 07961 733077 
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REFURBISHING & UPDATING 

GRAND SALE! 


£500,000 FURNITURE 
FOR IMMEDIATE DISPOSAL! 

Now, to improve the store for the future, we will proceed with a massive refurbishing and re-merchandising project - new lighting, new ranges, 
new displays and decor! We must clear the floor without delay, so that this major work may commence. The store is presently closed while we 
reduce prices and prepare the displays for the launch of our £500,000 REFURBISHING & UPDATING GRAND FURNITURE SALE. 

We must urgently sell all our beds, furniture and accessories including: Suites (fabric & leather), sofas, sofa beds, easy chairs, recliners, dining 
sets, sideboards, beds, bedframes, mattresses, free standing, semi fitted and fitted robes, dressing tables, chests, coffee tables, carpets, pictures, 

mirrors, etc. Absolutely Everything Must Be Sold Out a.s.a.p! 

EVERY SINGLE PRICE WILL BE DRASTICALLY REDUCED! THIS IS OUR BIGGEST SALE EVER! 

ALL GOODS WILL BE CLEARLY MARKED LOR SALE ON A LIRST CLAIM BASIS. EVERYTHING . . . INCLUDING NEW 
LACTORY ORDERS . . . WILL BE AVAILABLE TO YOU AT LOWER PRICES THAN EVER IN OUR HISTORY! 


MASSIVE 3 DAY PUBLIC SALE THIS FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY 


UP TO 





70 % 

OFF 




PARIS 

bedroom chair 
classical style 
in quality fabric 
RRP £299 


WMiiavum* VIMHAWUW lEgMF wawiw wmnxwim 


JUST A SAMPLE OF WHAT’S ON OFFER IN THE STORE 

iSSSMi a mSMSMSm MSMSttSm 


CASINO 

3 seater sofa plus 
2 armchairs 
in quality leather 
RRP £2,299 


3 seater sofa plus 
2 reclining chairs 
modern style 
in luxury leather 
RRP £2,499 


WOBURN 
compact & petite 
reclining chair 
in quality fabric 
RRP £699 


DETROIT 
folding futon 
sofa bed in fabric 
RRP £399 


KENSINGTON 
fireside chair 
contemporary style 
in quality fabric 
RRP £349 


gssmsmm 


round dining table 
plus 4 dining chairs 
solid hardwood 

RRP £449 


mmss® 


WAVERLEY 
nest of tables 
solid oak 

WAS £199 




3ft bunk set in 
wood/alloy frame 
complete with 
mattress 
RRP £559 


CANTERBURY 
4ft 6ins 1,000 pocket 
spring with memory 
foam non storage 
WAS £599 


MOLTO PLUS 
4 + 2 large 
chest of drawers 
WAS £299 





3ft deluxe divan 
with shallow 
spring base on 
wooden legs 
RRP £379 




5ft Miracoil 
reflex mist - memory 
4 drawer divan 

RRP £949 


WESTBURY 
2 door robe 
maple finish 

RRP £349 


4ft 6ins champagne 
luxury deep fill 
2 drawer divan 

RRP £429 


IMPERIAL 
2.5m wide 

sliding door wardrobe 
with centre mirror door 
RRP £699 


3ft memory air set PICTURES 

electrical adjustable MIRRORS, LAMPS 
bed with remote . _ ’ 

control AND 

RRP £999 ACCESSORIES 




Town & Country 

FURNITURE 


5-7 Brackla Street Centre, EVENT HOURS 

Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan. CF31 1BZ Friday, 16th April 10am - 6pm 

Tel: 01656 653147 Saturday, 17th AprillOam - 6pm 

. .. . . Sunday, 18th April 11am - 4pm 

All oners subject to availability 



OPEN THIS 
SUNDAY 


©GR 2010 
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Interiors 


Bespoke soft furnishings, upholstery, 
wallpapers, flooring and lighting . . . 

The complete look! 

Also project management and contract work 

01656 660023 

9c Ewenny Road, Bridgend, CF31 3HN 

www.interiorsbridgend.co.uk 


A/oTto/r 

Wants: Jewellery, Porcelain, Militaria. 
Valuations, Probate pricing. 

Scrap Gold bought this week at 
9ct Gold £7 a gram 
Sovereigns £120 each 
Krugerrands £600 each 
66 NOLTON STREET, 
BRIDGEND TOWN CENTRE 
Open 9.30am-3pm (closed Wednesdays & Sundays) 

Tel: 01656 667774 
www.welsh-antiques.com 

As seen on TV 



Mon-Sat 9am-5.30pm 
Sun I0am-4pm 

01656 66006 

Five Bells Road, 
BRIDGEND 

(10 mins from June. 35 M4) 




t l.ituttiiitlf'r 


H R CYCLES, established in 1991 
by Haydn Rees, is still racing 
along with Haydn at the top of 
his form. 

He is backed up by Stuart Thom as service 
and spares manager (14 years with the shop), 
Tom David, mechanic and general sales, and the 
Sunday man Jolly Jack Robinson. 

The shop specialises in giving friendly, expert 
service and advice, and quality repair work of all 
types, including wheel building and hydraulic 
brake systems at reasonable rates. 

Both Stuart, who is old enough to know better, 
and Tom are also skilled BMX riders and can 
give knowledgeable advice on the best type of 
BMX bike to buy and how to ride it. 

Visit us at Five Bells Road, Bridgend, or call 
01656 766006for more information. 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 



HOW BRIDGEND’S TRADERS KEEP TRADITIONS ALIVE 

Not in town centre yet not 
out of town...but shops (and 
shoppers) know their place! 


This week, The GEM takes a look at one of 
Bridgend’s best known shopping areas, from 
Nolton Street and on to Ewenny Road. 
The area has been a hub of retail activity 
for more than 100 years - and a home to 
many of Bridgend’s historic family 
businesses. Do those traditions still live on 
in the present day? The answer from traders 
and local residents alike is a very firm Yes! 



T here is 

plenty of dis¬ 
cussion these 
days about the 
retail trade, partic¬ 
ularly in light of an 
economic situation 
that has seen con¬ 
sumers having to 
tighten their belt. 
Questions like - 
What are the latest 
shopping trends? 

Are sales in the high 
street up or down ? 

Are the supermarkets 
too powerful? 

Not too mention an 
old favourite, the 


never-ending argu¬ 
ments about the rela¬ 
tive merits of shopping 
in the town centre or 
in ‘out of town’ retail 
parks. 

So, traders who are 
situated in that ‘in 
between’ area between 
the town centre and 
out of town could easi¬ 
ly start to feel over¬ 
looked - unless they 
have built up a reputa¬ 
tion for exceptional 
personal service. 

One such area that 
fits this bill is the 
stretch of Nolton Street 
that heads south 
towards the Brynteg 


Comprehensive School, 
before becoming 
Ewenny Road. 

It may be only about 
600 yards long, with an 
interesting offshoot 
that is Five Bells Road 
- but over the years it 
has been a fine breed¬ 
ing ground for new, 
young, imaginative 
businesses. 

It is still true today, 
although someone 
driving through at 
night might draw the 
mistaken conclusion 
that it is dominated by 
takeaways. 

In fact, the shops 
along the street offer a 


A Comprehensive Selection of Mountain Bikes, 
Sports, BMX, Hybrids, Ladies & Childrens Bikes 

Tax Free Bikes for Cycling to Work! 

• Full Wheel Building, Servicing & Repairs 

• Secondhand Bikes & Part Exchange Deals 

• Interest Free Credit (Written Details On Request) 

• Special Saving Club for Christmas & Birthday 
•Very Competitive Prices 

OpeningTimes: m - 


1 


1 M.P.N WINDOWS 

| are a Bridgend based, trusted, family-run 

95.We have a fantastic showroom at 1 Oa 
i our customers come from all over south 
"oom is open 7 days a week from 9am to 
ne awaits you. 

world famous VEKA window, door and con- 
ame with a 10 year underwritten warranty 
t in the world.We are a member of FENSA, 
:KA, which shows how good we are rated. If 
n, no pressure sales and no deposit on quali- 
que conservatory, pick up the phone on our 
130821 (Lines open 9am to 9pm seven days a 
www.mpnwindows.co.uk 

business operating since 19 
Ewenny Road, Bridgend anc 
and west Wales. Our showi 
6pm where a warm welcor 
MPN supply and fit the 
servatory systems, which c< 
and is rated one of the besi 
Trustmark and Network VE 
you require a free quotatio 
ty windows, doors or a uni* 
freephone number 0800 8C 
week) or visit our website 

ARE YOU THINKING OF IMPROVING 
YOUR HOME FOR SPRING & SUMMER? 

Visit our brand new conservatory 
showroom now open in Bridgend 


fine mix of retail 
options - from 
antiques to home fur¬ 
nishings, from jew¬ 
ellery to fashion, and 
from cycles to gro¬ 
ceries. 

Scattered around 
the area are service 
businesses, including 
health and beauty, 
hairdressing, dentistry 
and herbal medicine. 

And when it comes 
to food, the choice is 
impressively wide - 
from delicatessen to 
evening dining, and 
from breakfast to a 
fine choice of take¬ 
aways. 

Competition 
between these outlets, 
of course, keeps prices 
keen and value for 
money high. 

And competition is 
not the only factor that 
means areas such as 
Nolton Street/ Ewenny 
Road offer such good 
value for money. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 13) 


• Ewenny Road, looking back to Nolton Street. 



P wwwJTcdthdiTaTalLk 

• Natural Beauty Care 

• Herbal Remedies 

• Nutritional Advice 

y/ little haven of health 
and tranquility... 

18 Nolton Street 
Bridgend, CF31 I DU 
vicky@healthdiva.co.uk 
01656 661 441 


Time to kick off the new season with a digestive 
spring clean, using Psyllium Husks fibre, and 
Acidophilus capsules daily, can leave you feeling 
less bloated, your skin more vital and increase 
your energy. Check out Vogel’s Complete Detox 
Box, giving you everything you need complete with 
a dietary program to discover a more vibrant new 
you this spring! 

The Health Diva stocks Acai natures wonder 
cleanser, Solgar’s Acai I OOOmg extract is just the 
ticket to ease cellulite and get you ready for the 
summer sun! 

Log on to healthdiva.co.uk, or pop into the - . 


store for more advice! 
(CM 






I fi°Z° FF ALL PURCHA^y 

£ I U /O FOR ONLINE SALES 


Stunning selection of shoes, bags, scarves, 
jewellery and gifts. 

Jewellery and watch repairs undertaken 
by our own craftsmen . 

Now introducing ... 



SPfClAl OFFER 
Be»Hk 


froMl doort £499 
If in march or J|Mil 

HSniuwrt JL Dror W ry < i r> Mrnw 
“ “ das* 

IHW4 tran £149'. 



Recomme n d 

MPfS 

Windows & 
Dour* to your 
friend* & 
ramih and 
get £ 1 «V-nixi 
cash in 
hand with 
csrty order* 


I RLL QOOTA 1 ION 1 S 
Showrooms open 
Saturday & Sunday 




fJLl 





felt Bridgend 01656 812788 
www. in fin window*, co.uk 


UPVC WINDOWS St DOORS ^ 

Uul SUw r u — « i m I IS hnrn? Ri—1 till JHl 

* UWit 2 hSm-Tt-CNrpw lad M, V4ar.tr*. CF*4 MQ 



You are sure to find something 
different with personal 
service and 
attention . . . 


34 Nolton St, Bridgend, CF31 3BN 


01656 658080 


www.felicityaccessories.co.uk 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 



Hidden delights take shoppers by surprise 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 12) 
The obvious advan¬ 
tage of trading in an 
‘in between’ area is 
that shop rents are 
not as high, so the 
savings can be passed 
on to the customer. 

Also, lower rents 
and rates mean that it 
is easier to start up a 
new business - one 
perhaps where the 
proprietor has a 
bright idea, but needs 
to start small and 
allow the fledgling 
business to grow. 

In New York, they 
talk about 
‘Broadway’ and ‘off 
Broadway’. Broadway 
is where you find the 


blockbuster shows 
with big casts and 
high costs. 

Along ‘off 

Broadway’, you will 
find shows with a new 
idea, or an original 
plot. Something that 
will turn out to be big 
in future years. 

As is the case here, 
if a business idea is 
really on the button, 
it tends to become a 
springboard for simi¬ 
lar outlets. 

That successful idea 
might move on - to be 
replaced by another 
budding entrepreneur 
with a dream. 

However, this 
unique area of 
Bridgend also features 


a sizeable number of 
businesses that have 
found their niche, 
have been established 
for quite some time, 
and have a solid base 
of loyal customers. 

One thing that 
should never be 
under-estimated is 
that businesses in this 
part of Bridgend, in 
the main, are owner- 
occupied, giving a 
level of personal serv¬ 
ice that you will 
rarely find in an iden¬ 
tikit chain store. 

They are clear 
proof that there is no 
substitute for having a 
personal stake in a 
business when it 
comes to taking care 



ABOVE: 

Fashion ideas at the Pink Butterfly. 


No two butterflies are ever the same 




have now 
extended our 
shop to downstairs 
and cater for mother 
of the bride, brides 
maids, proms, hats 
and jewellery 


Desire to be different? 


Bespoke Bridal Gowns made 
just for you ... 


Coloursize & style 
unlimited. 


Affordable price range to suit 
everyone. 


*5 iVOLroftsrnKtrr: MUDQBm turn glaml Cfsi ma 

Tfi) 01X5$ CA4.\'l HWv Ut#M r* 


Flutter on over to find your dream dress for 



T)in-naouS 

^ r»v<Aiw f,uj ft uo ^ 


ABOVE: Feeling peckish? Then pop 
into Deli-licious for a wide range 
of snacks and drinks. 


of your customers! 

Nolton Street, 
Ewenny Road and 
Five Bells Road 
might, when you are 
driving to catch the 
train, or commuting 
to work, may be an 
area that you have 
paid little attention to 
in the past. 

However, take a lit¬ 
tle trouble and shop¬ 
pers will find that 
there is far more there 
than meets the eye! 

PI 


ABOVE: 

MPN Windows is a business that is based 
in Ewenny Road. 


57 Nolton Street, BRIDGEND CF31 3AE 


► All food freshly 
prepared on the 
premises 

► Business lunches 
delivery service 
available 

► Daily delivery 
round, please call 
to be included 


Time served solutions for today’s challenges. 

Herbs For You 

Chinese Medical Centre 



> Arthritis « 

> Sciatica « 

• Stiff neck « 

> Back pain « 

• Frozen shoulder « 

• Sports injuries « 

• Lumbago « 

• Anxiety 

> Panic attack 

> Insomnia 

• Depression 


Stress 

Fatigue 

Irregular periods 
Menopause 
Hot flushes 
Lose weight 
Stop smoking 


Free 

consultations 

with 

Dr Rachel Zhao 

Registered 
Federation of 
Traditional 
Chinese Medical 
Centre 


69 Nolton Street 
Bridgend 

PF^I ^AF 

Tel: 01656 766677 

Opening hours 
Monday - Saturday: 
10.30am - 6.00pm 



NEWS 

IN 

BRIEF 


Post 
Office 
apology 
for poor 
service 

POST OFFICE cus¬ 
tomer care has 
apologised to 
Maesteg Town 
Council for the 
poor service provid¬ 
ed at the town post 
office. 

After complaints were 
made, the branch man¬ 
ager was contacted and 
he said that they had run 
short of cash on two 
occasions, which was 
outside his control. 

An extra staff member 
has now joined the 
branch to reduce queu¬ 
ing times and he has 
given an assurance that 
customers are now 
receiving the level of 
service they expect. 

Ogmore MP Huw 
Irranca Davies told the 
town council that the 
post office was suffering 
increased pressure due to 
the closure of the three 
sub post offices in the 
town. He is looking into 
the situation and will 
report back. 

Ogmore AM Janice 
Gregory has also con¬ 
tacted Royal Mail’s 
Senior Welsh Affairs 
manager to express her 
concerns at the com¬ 
plaints raised about the 
post office in Maesteg. 

Police 

hunt 

creepers 

in 

Caerau 

POLICE have been 
investigating a 
spate of creeper 
burglaries in 
Caerau. 

Insp Steve Evans told 
Maesteg Town Council 
that these took place at 
night when thieves had 
gone around trying doors 
and if they found one 
unlocked, entering the 
premises. 

“We have cracked this 
particular spate but I 
would warn people to 
keep their doors locked,” 
he said. 

“They are oppor¬ 
tunists who find an 
unlocked door and they 
are in and out very 
quickly, taking what 
they can. They are after 
things like laptops, cam¬ 
eras and cash. 

“They also try car 
doors and if they find 
one unlocked, they go in 
and steal the sat-nav or 
anything left in the car.” 

He said that there had 
also been some burgla¬ 
ries in Maesteg West 
which are being investi¬ 
gated. 
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Cowbridge under-15s’ 
superior fitness helps 
them outlast Pontyclun 


COWBRIDGE 
RFC under-15s 
travelled to meet 
their counterparts 
from Pontyclun 
RFC last Friday 
evening, where the 
balmy conditions 
confirmed that the 
long cold winter had 
indeed been ban¬ 
ished. 

Sporting new club jer¬ 
seys, they got off to an 
ideal start as stand-in 
hooker Evan Phillips 
caught an excellent hang¬ 
ing kick-off from 
Christian Walters to 
make inroads into a 
sleepy home defence. 

Following two further 
phases, number eight 
Ollie Hitchings crashed 
over to score near the 
comer; a touch-line con¬ 
version from Walters 
increased the score. 

Within minutes, fol¬ 
lowing barging mns from 
captain Gus MacPherson 
and second row Matt 
Goodlad, it was the ath¬ 
letic Hitchings who 
drove over from a scmm. 

Pontyclun decided that 
they too could produce 
some attacking rugby 
and slowly they fought 
their way back into the 
game. 

Although they started 
to lose their initial 
scmmmaging advantage, 
they did maintain a good 
line-out, and this was a 


useful source of posses¬ 
sion. 

Certainly regular 
jumpers Tom Murray and 
James Sheekey were 
missed by the visitors. 
Fortunately the defence 
held firm with excellent 
tackles from Goodlad, 
Tom Cunnington, and 
Kieran Smith. 

As usual, scmm half 
Fewis Flewelyn was a 
threat with his box kick¬ 
ing and darting breaks, 
and in the centre Freddie 
Harries enjoyed his best 
ever game for the club 
with a number of crash¬ 
ing tackles and some 
delightful footwork. 

The second half was 
played in a similar vein, 
with both sides attacking 
and playing exciting 
rugby, but with a few 
final passes going astray 
the scorer was not trou¬ 
bled for much of the half. 

A reorganised back 
division saw an injured 
Harries replaced by 
James Griffiths in the 
centre, and Sean Boga 
Fake playing scmm half. 

Attacking highlights 
for Cowbridge during 
this period were strong 
runs from Walters, 
Griffiths, Hari 

Hitchcock, and Charley 
Morris, the latter under¬ 
lying his continuing 
improvement in both 
attack and defence. 

Eventually, with the 
home side visibly wilt¬ 
ing, the fitter Cowbridge 


boys started to assert 
their superiority, and 
with props Ken Rodgers 
and Lloyd Stock gaining 
the upper hand at the 
scmm, the game ended 
with a glut of possession 
for the visitors. 

The backs started 
playing in seven-a-side 
mode and clever play 
from Rhys Griffin and 
Morris almost put the lat¬ 
ter over to extend the 
lead. 

Eventually a spectacu¬ 
lar backs movement saw 
flying winger Hitchcock 
round his opposite num¬ 
ber and the covering 
defence to touch down 
under the posts. 

From an attacking 
scrum, the inevitable 
happened, with 

Hitchings picking up and 
driving over to complete 
his hat trick and conclude 
the scoring at 24-0 to 
Cowbridge. 

As is the case for most 
under-15 sides, both 
teams had been depleted 
during the season with 
Schools Districts call 
ups, and the obvious 
rustiness showed, 

Cowbridge Team : C. 
Morris, H Hitchcock, C 
Walters, F Harries, J 
Griffiths, R Griffin, L 
Llewelyn, S Boga Lake, 
O Hitchings, G 
MacPherson (captain), T 
Cunnington, M Goodlad, 
K Smith, L Stock, E 
Phillips, K Rodgers. 


WI members 
prepare for a 
very busy year 

PENLLYN and DISTRICT 
WI NEWS 


THE monthly meet¬ 
ing on April 6 in 
Penllyn Village Hall 
was opened by 
president Novello 
Peters. 

Members were 
pleased to welcome back 
Awen Evans and Gill 
Petty, but were sad to 
hear of Val Caple’s acci¬ 
dent, and hoped she will 
be well again very soon. 

The minutes, read by 
Jane Exell, were accept¬ 
ed and signed by the 
president. Members 
admired the new curtains 
in the hall, and Jill 
Watkins was thanked for 
all her hard work in 
making them. 

Information was given 
regarding forthcoming 
events, including the 
group meeting at 
Colwinston on May 18, 
the Federation Quiz on 
June 13, the Glamorgan 
dinner with speaker Roy 
Noble at the Hi Tide, 
Porthcawl, on September 
30, the annual walk on 
June 29, walking 
Treasure Hunt on 
September 21, Hi Tide 
dinner with Owen 
Money on October 15, 
and craft fayre on 
November 27. 

The first craft meeting 
(to prepare for the 


Glamorgan Show and 
our own craft fayre) will 
be on April 27 from 7pm 
- 9pm in the village hall. 

Members were 
reminded to take photo¬ 
graphs of Glamorgan 
bridges to enter in the 
competition for the 
Federation Calendar 
2011, and informed that 
the photos must be of 
good quality to be con¬ 
sidered for inclusion. 

Members were very 
pleased to welcome 
Chris Dale, who enter¬ 
tained them with voice 
and guitar. He provided 
a varied selection of folk 
music, old and new, with 
themes of love and war, 
and gave interesting his¬ 
torical facts and anec¬ 
dotes relating to the 
music. 

He was thanked by 
Novello Peters. The 
competition and raffle 
prizes were presented. 

The next meeting will 
be held in Penllyn 
Village Hall on Tuesday, 
May 4, at 7.30 pm. The 
speaker Jill Watkins is 
introducing us to 
‘Willow Weaving’. 

New members always 
warmly welcomed. For 
further information con¬ 
tact Novello (01656 
674191) or Marjorie 
(01656 647115). 


TV’s Justina’s 
delight at success 
of charity ride 



ABOVE: Justina praised William and Rachel Pugh from Llangan, and 
Rachel is pictured (centre) with her children Tom and Henry. 



ITV newsreader Justina Simpson was delighted last Sunday at the suc¬ 
cess of her charity beach canter in Ogmore-by-Sea.. 

However, she was keen to thank some friends who had played a big 
part in making the event go so well, including the Pugh family from 
Llangan. 

(For a full report and pictures 
the event , see page 22). 


ABOVE: Justina riding ABOVE: Henry Pugh on 

Topper along the beach. Barney Rubble. 


Mavard Urge MilvuH Oak Sideboard 

Nn IHW Saw i«C NOW £599 




Rauth Imptrid Beech 2«n Wardrobe 
2 S Mrrsned Sttdartf Dean 

; ft? tilt to* UH NOW £999 
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Extra £100 OFF when you buy both [ 


INTEREST FREE 
CREDIT AVAILABLE 



Viii 1 kdff kb 
WHfc 2 nuwil mbtm txikm 

Hup £1049 SflfVt £250 

NOW £799 


W SALE N0W 0N 

HUGE SAVINGS IN ALL DEPARTMENTS 



C9l 1951 


George Street Furnishers 


Furniture • Carpets 

NEWPORT 01633 214241 


19-24 turner Sun. So 


l. Scvprt. SP3* IIOS i]u>l nil (tt.«p St Bni(t ua Ml 

* fit''tilta-i Ipi 'tu ll 


Beds • Bathrooms 

CARDIFF 02920 49 27 27 
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NEWS FROM THE 
PENARTH 
COMPUTER CLUB 


New law could 
change way we 
use computers 


CAN anyone read 
your mind? New 
legislation seems to 
think so. 

The Digital Economy 
Bill was given its Third 
Reading by the House of 
Commons in the “Wash 
Up” on April 7. 

The Wash Up is the 
name given to the parlia¬ 
mentary scurry of horse¬ 
trading to complete the 
progress of bills into law 
between the announce¬ 
ment of an election and 
the actual cessation of 
parliamentary business. ] 

The Bill is now com¬ 
plete, except for Royal 
Assent to pass it into law. 

It covers a range of 
matters to do with the 
digital economy. You 
might agree with some 
measures, but they have 
all been passed, in spite 
of many potential prob¬ 
lems that were pointed 
out in the meagre two 
hours allowed for the 
debate. 

It is notable that many 
proposals for improve¬ 
ment were dropped under 
pressure of time. There is 
a vague undertaking to 
look at them further in 
the new parliament, but 
that will be after it has 
become law. 

Much of the time was 
spent on the question of 
copyright. 

Certainly there is a 
problem with the stealing 
(for that is what it is) of 
intellectual property 
(musical composition 
being the most common ). 

Under our present 
copyright system, the 
composer or author owns 
the copyright and they 
are going to be deprived 
of royalties if their work 
is pirated. 

The existing law allows 
for redress, but is ineffec¬ 
tive if the copyright 
owner has to sue each 
individual for damages 
for infringement. 

It is essentially unen- 
forcable at that level. 


The bill is intended pri¬ 
marily to catch anyone 
exploiting the infringe¬ 
ment for financial gain. 

There is a problem: the 
offender could be offer¬ 
ing his wares from a web 
site on the other side of 
the globe. (Of course, 
any individual makes a 
financial gain if he does¬ 
n’t pay the price.) 

In the meantime, if you 
are downloading illegal¬ 
ly, the copyright owner 
can have your IP address 
and can ask your Internet 
Service Provider (ISP) to 
stop you. 

After a couple of warn¬ 
ing letters, the ISP will be 
required to terminate 
your service. The awk¬ 
ward bit is that you could 
be entirely innocent. 

A small business could 
lose its service because it 
is being used by an unau¬ 
thorised person for 
downloads. It could hap¬ 
pen to you if you do not 
protect your wireless hub 
from being hi-jacked. 

And here’s the killer; a 
service can be terminated 
if it is the means for 
copyright infringement 
in the past, present or 
likely to be in the future! 

All internet traffic will 
need to be read to estab¬ 
lish present offences, but 
who reads your mind 
about your future inten¬ 
tions? 

The whole model of 
copyright and the reward 
for creation may need re¬ 
thinking. If the rewards 
diminish, so will the pro¬ 
duction and everyone 
will be the poorer. 

Pay a reasonable price 
to the copyright holder. 
Paying nothing is rarely 
reasonable. 

The next meeting will 
be on Tuesday, April 27. 
It will comprise forums 
on topics of immediate 
interest. Visitors and new 
members always wel¬ 
come. 

For more information 
call 029 2070 8439. 

HOWARD DESMOND 


News from the 
Boverton WI 


AFTER the usual 
business, members 
were treated to a 
very interesting talk 
and demonstration 
on Clarins makeup, 
by Val from Lloyds’ 
Chemist in 
Cowbridge. 

She gave a brief 
resume of how it started 
and the importance of 
cleansing before making 
up, stressing that make¬ 
up is fun and really does 
improve the feeling of 
well being! 


She didn’t suggest she 
could make people look 
younger, but by using 
subtle make-up, espe¬ 
cially on the eyes, they 
can look much livelier! 

Liz Lewis gave the 
vote of thanks and also 
won the competition for 
the best spring bloom. 
Wendy Hart won the raf¬ 
fle. 

The next meeting is 
‘Resolutions’ and is on 
May 13. 

New members and 
visitors are always wel¬ 
come. 


‘EMAIL USl 

• WE welcome your news, 
views and sports items. 
Please email them to the 
Editorial Department at: 

ggem @internet-today. co. uk 



OUT of TOWN 

FEATURE 

Pontyclun, Talbot Green & Neighbouring Areas 



Small town shops that are the 
beating heart of a community 


O NE major 
impact of 
the reces¬ 
sion has been to 
change people’s 
shopping habits. 

Lots of families are 
now choosing to shop 
locally and avoid the 
temptation of aisle upon 
aisle of ready meals and 
other expensive food 
stuffs at a time when 
they are having to 
watch their budgets. 

It’s at times like these 
that small town centres 
like Pontyclun and 
Talbot Green really 


come into their own. 

Here, shoppers have 
a choice of good quality 
produce from butchers, 
greengrocers, bakeries, 
delicatessens and the 
like, without encounter¬ 
ing the pile-em-high 
mentality of many 
supermarkets which 
dazzle and bemuse 
shoppers with so much 
choice that it’s often 
impossible to tell if 
something is actually a 
bargain. 

Is the three-for-the- 
price-of-two offer really 
a bargain, if you end up 
throwing away half of 
the food because you 


cannot eat it all in time? 

It may have been 
cheaper just to buy the 
amount you need and 
can actually eat. That’s 
where small shops win 
out. In a greengrocer’s 
you can buy one or two 
apples, three or four 
tomatoes - in fact, any 
quantity you like. 
Nothing is pre packed 
and pre -weighed. 

At the local butch¬ 
er’s, you can get a sin¬ 
gle chop and a few 
rashers of bacon - the 
right amount for you. 

And in these days of 
increasing conscious¬ 
ness about food waste 
and its consequences on 
the environment in 
terms of landfill use, 
that’s an important con¬ 
sideration. 

As is food miles and 
carbon footprints - 
although 10 years ago 
nobody had heard of 
either! It was just sec- 

LEFT: 

Pontyclun offers an 
impressive 
range of 
shops for the 
discerning shopper. 



ABOVE: Pontyclun - where shoppers can get away from the 
large supermarket hustle to a friendly town with a village feel. 



ABOVE: Talbot Green - behind its quiet exterior 
is a deceptively lively business community. 


ond nature then to buy 
foods that were locally 
produced. 

It is the supermarkets 
who have introduced us 
to out-of-season fruit 
and vegetables flown 
thousands of miles from 
places like Chile and 
South Africa. 

Par better to do what 
our ancestors did and 
eat foods in season that 
come from the locality. 

And it’s not just food 
that small towns can 
offer - in the case of 
Pontyclun and Talbot 
Green, there is also a 
reasonable choice of 
other shops catering for 
people’s needs. 

There are shops in 
the two towns that sell 
clothing, household 
goods, gifts, flowers 
and there are chemists 
where you can get your 
toiletries and much 
more besides. There are 
also many services 
available. 

The other point about 
small towns is the better 
service you get from 
people who often own 
their shops, and who are 
keen to please and 
quick to respond to 


local demand. 

And there is also the 
satisfaction you get 
from supporting com¬ 
munities and keeping 
town centres vibrant. 

The world - and 
Wales in particular - 
would be a much poorer 
place if all our little 
towns lost their shops 
and people were 
reduced to shopping 


only in supermarkets. 

Community life 
would suffer because 
people would no longer 
see each other to catch 
up on the news. 

So, support our small 
towns in order to keep 
communities alive and 
to save yourself money 
in the process. It’s a 
win-win situation! 
JAYNE ISAAC 


THE COMMUNITY SHOP 

9-13 Cowbridge Rd, 
PONTYCLUN 

The Charity Shop for the connoisseur 


1/t)i mime rntmm ml dmiim. Tile <m mJWmf fo 


★ Children’s dept - prams etc 

★ Furniture - second hand 

★ DVDs etc 


* High quahty clothing 

* Second hand books 

★ Bric-a-brac 

★ Curtains 

OPEN: Monday to Saturday 9.00 am - 5.00 pm 

Tel: 01443 222444 

We collect and deliver 


A happy customer 
gives her local 
shop a testimonial 



FARM OPEN DAY 

Saturday 24 & Sunday 25 April 

LICENCED BAR 
Saturday 11.00 - 21.00 
Sunday 11.00- 19.00 

Once again Gwynt y Ddraig will open 
our doors to the general public for 
Cider, Food and Fun. 

Cider Bars, Burgers, plus stalls selling 
spirits and traditional food. 

Come and taste our full range of 
Draught Farmhouse Ciders. 

Llest Farm, Llantwit Fardre, 
Nr Pontypridd, CF38 2PW 

Tel. 01443 209852/ 

07791 066240/07791 066257 


www.gwyntcldershop.com 


$ 


IVOR ARMS INN 

SAM * ntSVUJAANT 

New Lunch & Sunday 
Lunch Menu Available 

Treat yourself to our 
new A La Carte Menu 
Ideal for business lunches 
CASK ALES AVAILABLE 

Restaurant Open Times: 

Lunch: 

Tuesday to Saturday 12.00 noon - 2.30pm 
Evenings: 

Tuesday to Saturday 6.00pm - 9pm 
Sunday Roast: 12.00 noon - 3.00pm 

Restaurant 
Booking: 


01443 

222287 




1 WAS in 

Pontyclun the 
other day, and 
you should have 
seen butcher John 
Hughes’s window. 

It had pasties, pies 
and faggots - all beauti¬ 
fully displayed. I went in 
to purchase what I need¬ 
ed for the week, and 
there was a long fridge 
with all the raw meats to 
tickle the taste buds. 

On the other side was 
another fridge with a 


great selection of cooked 
meats. On top of the 
fridges were jars of 
whatever customers 
wanted in the way of 
mustards and relishes. 

Everything was so 
clean and fresh, and with 
a personal service that is 
second to none! 

Next time you are in 
Pontyclun, why not pop 
in and sample what John 
Hughes has got to offer. 
You won’t be disappoint¬ 
ed. 

T Warner, Llanharry 


JOHN HUGHES 

Award Winning Butchers 
Pontyclun 

Best Welsh Beef & Lamb - Vale reared 
Selection of Quality Meats & Home-Made Sausages 
Popular Barbecue Season :- Ch 

Variety of Burgers, seasoned meats ; A 4? 

including Chinese Chicken, Chicken, ~ * 

Kebabs, Steak Kebabs and more! u UfeRt 

Seasonal Favourites :- WELSH 

New Season Lamb & Glamorgan Turkeys. L A M B 

Telephone: 01443 225225 

31 Cowbridge Road, PONTYCLUN 
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Local church takes on a new 
(distinctly Welsh) lease of life! 

PORTHKERRY 
Road Methodist 
church is set to have 
a new lease of life - 
thanks to a new 
group of enthusiasts 
with exciting plans 
for this iconic build- 

he church is current¬ 
ly up for sale and the 
group is working 
towards buying the 
building and converting 
it into a medium-sized 
community arts venue 
for Barry and the Vale, 
which will also be dis¬ 
tinctly Welsh. 

Ashley Brown, chair 
of Canolfan Porthceri 
Centre (CPC), described 
the plans as “a perfect 
way forward for this 
lovely church and for the 
people of the Vale. 

“We intend to work 
with plans drawn up 
some years ago for the 
installation of a mezza¬ 
nine floor, giving an 


THE VALE OF 
GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND 

CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT, 1990 

NOTICE is hereby given that application has 
been made to the Council for planning permis¬ 
sion for the undermentioned developments: 

CYNGOR BRO 
MORGANNWG 

DEDDF CYNLLUNIO (ADEILADAU 
RHESTREDIG AC ARDALOEDD 
CADWRAETH) 1990 

HYSBYSIR trwy hyn i geisiadau gael eu gwneud 
i’r Cyngor am ganiatad cynllunio ar gyfer y dat- 
blygiadau canlynol: 

Development in Conservation Areas 

Datblygiad mewn Ardaloedd Cadwraeth 

Application No:/Rhif y cais: 2010/00312/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: Extension to existing bungalow and alterations to boundary 

wall alongside Windsor Terrace Lane 

Location:/Lleoliad: The Beeches, Windsor Terrace Lane, Penarth 

Conservation Area:/Ardal Gadwraeth Penarth 

Conservation Area Consent 

Caniatad Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/Rhif y cais: 2010/00302/C AC 

Proposal:/Cynnig: Demolition of existing derelict cottage (to be replaced by pro¬ 

posed new low energy dwelling and garage) 

Location:/Lleoliad: Caradoc Cottage, Llancarfan 

Conservation Area:/Ardal Gadwraeth Llancarfan 

Development that might affect the setting of a Listed Building 
Datblygiad a allai effeithio ar amgylchedd Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/Rhif y cais: 2010/00294/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: Change of use from offices (B1 use) to day nursery (D1 use) 

Location:/Lleoliad: The Old Hall, High Street, Cowbridge 

Listed Building:/Adeilad Rhestredig Affecting The Old Hall and 66 High Street (The Market Place 
Restaurant) both Grade II Listed Buildings 

Application No:/Rhif y cais: 2010/00328/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: Erection of double storey extensions, car port and conversion 

of existing garage 

Location:/Lleoliad: Sweetings, Llanquian Road, Aberthin 

Listed Building:/Adeilad Rhestredig Affecting Sweetings, a Grade II Listed Building 

Full details (including plans) may be inspected 
during normal working hours for a period of 21 
days in the offices of the Head of Planning and 
Transportation at the address given below, or via 
the Council’s Online Applications Register at 
vog.planning-register.co.uk 

Mae’r holl fanylion (gan gynnwys y cynlluniau) 
i’w gweld yn swyddfeydd Pennaeth Cynllunio a 
Chludiant y cyngor (gwelwch y cyfeiriad ar 
waelod y dudalen) yn ystod oriau arferol 
swyddfa, am gyfnod o 21 o ddiwrnodau. Cewch 
eu gweld hefyd ar Gofrestr Ceisiadau Ar- 
vog.planning-register.co.uk 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(GENERAL DEVELOPMENT 
PROCEDURE) ORDER 1995 

GORCHYMYN CYNLLUNIO GWLAD 
ATHREF (TREFN DATBLYGIAD 
CYFFREDINOL) 1995 

Application(s) that may be of General Public Interest 

Ceisiadau a allai fod o Ddiddordeb Cyffredinol i’r Cyhoedd 

Application No:/Rhif y cais: 2009/01336/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: Provision of caravan touring park including conveniences, pitches, pub¬ 

lic open space etc. 

Location:/Lleoliad: 1, New Barn, Flemingston 

Full details (including plans) may be inspected 
during normal working hours for a period of 21 
days in the offices of the Head of Planning and 
Transportation at the address given below, or via 
the Council’s Online Applications Register at 
vog.planning-register.co.uk 

Mae’r holl fanylion (gan gynnwys y cynlluniau) 
i’w gweld yn swyddfeydd Pennaeth Cynllunio a 
Chludiant y cyngor (gwelwch y cyfeiriad ar 
waelod y dudalen) yn ystod oriau arferol 
swyddfa, am gyfnod o 21 o ddiwrnodau. Cewch 
eu gweld hefyd ar Gofrestr Ceisiadau Ar-lein y 
cyngor drwy fynd i vog.planning-register.co.uk 

Dated: 15 April, 2010 

Rob Thomas 

Head of Planning and Transportation 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

Dock Office, 

Barry Docks, 

Barry. CF63 4RT 

Dyddiedig: 15 Ebrill, 2010 

Rob Thomas 

Pennaeth Cynllunio a Chludiant 

Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 

Swyddfa’r Doc, 

Dociau’r Barri, 

Y Barri. CF63 4RT 



Left to right: Karen Standed, Suzannah Delaney, Tim Pearce (treasur¬ 
er), Sian Brown, Dorothy Connell (secretary), Nic Hodges, Ian 
Johnson, Mark Hooper, Ashley Brown (chair). 


events and performance 
space upstairs and a suite 
of multifunctional rooms 
downstairs. There would 
also be a cafe and book¬ 
shop - a bit like a cross 
between the Gate and 
Chapter in Cardiff. 

“Another strand of our 
proposal is for a distinc¬ 
tively Welsh flavour to 
the building - while it 
won’t be predominantly 
Welsh language - you 
will know you’re in 
Wales when you come 
into the centre. 

“We want to create 


somewhere accessible to 
and reflective of the 
whole community of 
Barry and the Vale.” 

The group argues that 
there is a need for some¬ 
thing in between the 
Memorial Hall and com¬ 
munity centres where a 
range of cultural events 
including theatre, cine¬ 
ma, music, dance, come¬ 
dy, cabaret and exhibi¬ 
tions could be staged 
upstairs with ample 
opportunity for smaller 
events, meetings and 
classes. 


The CPC group was 
formed after an open 
meeting in the church 
last month and the mem¬ 
bers are working hard on 
plans to raise money 
through their own efforts 
and also to apply for 
grants. 

If you want to support 
CPC, join their group on 
facebook - canolfan 
porthceri centre, or con¬ 
tact the group secretary 
on 01446 744914 , 
dot. connell @ virgin, net 
DC 


It’s the last chance 
to view Barry Theatre 
Royal cinema show 


AN exhibition on 
the history of 
Barry’s Theatre 
Royal has been 
extended until April 
30. 

Paul Sutton of the 
Save Our Cinema 
Association (SOCA), 
told The GEM: 

“The exhibition is 
being held at Victoria 
Park’s ‘Room in the 
Park’ and we have been 
delighted with the 
response of people - it’s 
run has now been extend¬ 
ed until April 30. 

“We have received lots 
of comments in the visi¬ 
tors’ book, with many 
people expressing their 
regret that the Theatre 
Royal closed.” 

The exhibition 

includes behind the 
scenes photographs, 
posters and press cuttings 
covering a period from 
1910 to the present day. 
A wall has even been set 
aside to display chil- 



ABOVE: The Theatre Royal exhibition will continue at Victoria Park’s 
‘Room in the Park’ until April 30. 


dren’s artwork inspired The cinema, and the Sunday evening. It was 
by a SOCA competition. Theatre Royal itself, packed. Another vivid 
Paul emphasised: have long held a fascina- Theatre Royal memory is 
“You don’t have to be a tion for Paul, who was of going to a double bill 
cinema lover to find the first taken along to the which featured 633 
exhibition interesting. Barry landmark building Squadron and The Great 
For people who are inter- in the sixties. Escape. We went in a 

ested in the history of “My parents took me 6pm and didn’t get out 
Barry, it is worth a visit.” to Goldfinger one until 10.30pm!” 


STARTLING EVIDENCE THAT 
THROWS NEW LIGHT ON THE 
UNDERGROUND TUBE CRASH 


UNDERSTANDING 
MOORGATE: 
by Anthony Bright 


THE cause of the 1975 
London Underground 
tube train disaster at 
Moorgate station 
became a mystery 
when the official who 
conducted the 

Government Inquiry 
into the cause of the 
crash concluded, in his 
1976 Railway Accident 
Report on Moorgate 
that: 

“... the cause of this 
accident lay entirely in 
the behaviour of 
Motorman Newson dur¬ 
ing the final minute 
before the accident 
occurred. 

“Whether his behav¬ 
iour was deliberate, or 
whether it was the result 
of a suddenly arising 
physical condition not 
revealed as a result of 
post-mortem examina¬ 
tion, there is not suffi¬ 
cient evidence to estab¬ 
lish - but I am satisfied 
that no part of the 
responsibility for the 
accident rests with any 
other person and that 
there was no fault or 
condition of the train, 
track, or signalling that 
in any way contributed 
to it”. 

Having been a tube 
train driver at the 
same time of the disas¬ 
ter, I was never happy 
with that conclusion. 

So, a little over two 
years ago, while I was 
reading a book on rail¬ 
way accidents, in 
Penarth library, I 
came across an 
account of Moorgate. 

The account relied 
upon the railway acci¬ 
dent report for its 
source of information 
and offered nothing 
new. 

The cause of 
Moorgate was still a 


mystery. I therefore 
decided to scrutinise 
all the available evi¬ 
dence in an attempt to 
find an actual cause. 

The result of this is 
‘ Understanding 
Moorgate ’, so titled 
because I take the 
reader through the 
workings of the 
Underground system 
as it existed at the time 
of the disaster, in order 
to assist the reader to 
understand the rele¬ 
vance of the evidence 
that was withheld or 
not fully pursued. 

An example is that 
there was nothing 
wrong with the train 
equipment, based on 
the evidence that 
Motorman Newson 
had prepared and 
brought into service 
the train that crashed. 

If he had had any 
concerns he would 
have reported them 
before bringing the 
train into service or, 
when in service, on the 
three trips he drove 
the train to Moorgate 
before the fatal trip. 

Moreover, another 
motorman had driven 
the train on its first 
trip to Moorgate and 
found the train equip¬ 
ment, especially the 
two braking systems, 
to be working normal¬ 
ly* 

The withheld evi¬ 
dence suggests, howev¬ 
er, that the train that 
Newson was driving 
was from an unofficial 
changeover train north 
to Drayton Park and, 
unknown to him, this 


train was overdue in 
being transferred to 
Neasden Depot for 
maintenance and had 
defects on the braking 
systems, including the 
‘deadman’s handle’. 

When Newson drove 
this train for the first 
time to Moorgate it 
crashed. 

Other evidence sug¬ 
gests further impropri¬ 
eties, including a mali¬ 


cious prank affecting 
the braking systems. 
The prank may even 
have caused Newson to 
suffer an epileptic 
seizure. 

Evidence is usually 
withheld to distort the 
truth. Perhaps 

‘Understanding 
Moorgate’ will lead to 
a different conclusion 
in a revised railway 
accident report on the 
tragedy. 

• The author of this 
article is a former tube 
driver on the London 
Underground. 


Vale heritage 
coalition has 
launched its 
new website 


THE group set up to 
lobby for a Heritage 
Centre for the Vale 
launched its website 
last week so that the 
coalition of local histo¬ 
rians can spread their 
message via the inter¬ 
net. 

Spokesman Dr 

Jonathan Hicks said: 
“Owing to the hard work 
of coalition members 
Ade Pitman and Steve 
Williams, we now have a 
professionally-designed 
website. 

“It is already attract¬ 
ing visits from people 
throughout Wales, and 
indeed across the world, 
who all share our interest 
in the history of this 
great county. It is yet 
another step in our mis¬ 
sion to bring a purpose- 
built building to the area 
which can tell the story 


of our ancestors. ” 

The home page of the 
site sets out the coali¬ 
tion’s aims and vision. 
There is a link to their 
‘blog’ and Facebook 
page, biographies of the 
group’s members and 
sections on the history of 
the Vale of Glamorgan. 

Dr Hicks added: “The 
coalition is inviting 
GEM readers to log on 
and visit this great 
resource. 

“There are opportuni¬ 
ties to get involved with 
the group’s campaign via 
the links on the website 
and to contact them if 
you would like to sup¬ 
port their work.” 

The website address 
is: http://glamorganher- 
itage.org or search for 
‘Glamorgan Heritage ’. 
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HOCTON ROAD 1$ HO* UP 


Holton Road businesses give city 
shops a real run for their money 


WITH well over 
100 successful busi¬ 
nesses operating in 
Holton Road, the 
busy Barry shop¬ 
ping area can claim 
to be an economic 
mainstay of the 
Vale. 

John Lewis, who 
owns JPL Sound - The 
Barry Music Shop, has 
strong ideas on what 
has enabled local con¬ 
cerns to weather the 
worst of the recession. 


He told The GEM: 
“The reason that we 
have survived is 
because we have kept 
in touch with what our 
customers want, and 
listened to them! 

“Businesses that 
have failed to do so 
have suffered. 

“Last April and 
May, when many 
shops were finding it 
hard, we weren’t quiet 
and were still doing 
business.” 

John has traded in 


A Crafty Look 
is definitely 
worth a visit 

A Crafty Look is since! We have expanded 
a friendly local into the embroidery and 
family-run personalisation market, 
business, which was with a number of repeat 
established almost a customers, 
year ago in Thomson We cater f° r individ- 
£j. ree j. ual items, as well as hun- 

Since then, the bust- dreds of the same item if 
ness has grown to a point rec l uire d- 
where new premises We also print and 
were needed to allow for embroider baby items, 
further growth, so 19 such as babygros, blan- 
Holton Road, Barry, was kets and car sunshades, 
acquired. Next time you are 

We opened our new looking for something 
premises in February and special, why not give us a 
have been busy ever try? 


the Bassett area of 
Holton Road for nine 
years, so he has seen a 
few ups and downs in 
the economy. “What 
we have noticed is that 
people are a little more 
careful with their 
money. We’re a small¬ 
er business and tend to 
be more competitive 
than some bigger 
shops. 

“We’re getting 
more customers from 
Cardiff now because 
of the keener prices.” 

Another boost has 
been that Weston 
Square at the bottom 
of Holton Road is open 
to traffic from Cardiff 
Road after being 
closed for a number of 
months through the 
winter for work to 
prevent flooding. 



John 

strength of the busi¬ 
ness was in its staff 
and a high standard of 


Part exchange 
your pram? 

A 


At ^Drafty ^ 




19 Holton Road 
Barry 
CF63 4HA 
01446 421734 


eelc 


Due to the success of the shop, 
we have moved from Thompson 
Street to bigger premises at: 

19 Holton Road, Barry 

(Next to Domino’s Pizza) 

You can still buy all of the items that 
you have presently been able to 
buy, but we now stock a larger 
range of products 

Why not call in and see 
for yourself the many 
items that we have to offer 

We are also the only 

embroidery company 

in Barrv!!! 

Embroidered work wear 
a speciality 

We can embroider onto almost all 
kinds of clothing, as well as print onto 
all sorts of other items, such as mugs, 
mouse mats, clocks, aprons, tea tow¬ 
els, sunshades etc. 

One-offs to hundreds of items! 

Please feel free to ask for a quote! 


FTER five 
years, 
Ruckleys 
mother and baby 
shop is well estab¬ 
lished as a one-stop 
children’s destina¬ 
tion store, stocking 
everything for 
mother and baby 
from prams and 
pushchairs, to 
clothing, shoes, 
christening wear 
and school uniform. 

Due to the economic 
climate and changes in 
customer purchases, 
Ruckleys are now 
launching their nearly- 
new part exchange 
department where, just 
like the motor industry, 
mums will be able to 


browse a range of the 
latest must-have prams 
and pushchairs, includ¬ 
ing new, used and part 
exchange. 

As always, all prod¬ 
ucts come with a guaran¬ 
tee, giving you peace of 
mind, and with easy 
payment plan options, 
you’d be mad not to 
check them out! 

For more information, 
call into the store, see 
the website, or ring the 
part exchange hotline on 
07894 233330. 

Ruckleys is open from 
9.30am-5.30pm every 
day, and llam-4pm 
Sundays; 98 Holton 
Road, Barry, Vale of 
Glamorgan; telephone 
01446 700006 
www. ruckleys. co. uk 


customer service: 

He said: “All the 
staff have the techni¬ 
cal knowledge 

required and know 
what they are talking 
about. 

“Whenever people 
leave the shop they 
have the right thing , or 
we have pointed them 
in the right direction. ” 


ABOVE: 

The 

refurbished 
town hall of 
Barry is a 
landmark 
focal point 
for the Holton 
Road area. 


To Celebrate 

NATIONAL 
PET MONTH 

3rd April to 3rd May 2010 

V^REGENT STREET 
^ BARRY 

are inviting children to get involved by 
running an art competition. 

Simply submit a drawing or painting 
around the theme “A Happy Pet I Know”. 
Hand in or post your entry, with your name, 
address, telephone number and age to: 

PETS‘R’US 

la Regent Street, Barry, CF62 8DS 

The winning picture will receive a 

£25 voucher to spend at 
PETS‘R’US 

Closing Date: 31 May 2010 


Looking to advertise in over 
43,00 publications, covering 
Penarth to Porthcawl PLUS 
online? Contact The Glamorgan 
GEM on 01446 774484 or email 
gemsales @ internet-today.co.uk 


Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Neworld 

1st Choice 

3a Tynewydd Road, King Square, Barry Town Centre CF62 8HB 

f , 01446 700206/730884 

www. 1 stdioicetrade.co.uk 


For Mothers & 
Mothers to be... 


"We can repair all your appliances in your own 
home - both built-in and free standing. 




its 

sm 


• % 


• School Gingham dresses all colours £7.99 

• Crocs now in 

• Part exchange on prams 

• Summer buggies - hurry! 

• Selection of parasols and canopies _ 


Spaciously set over two floors, Ruckleys is 
the one stop children’s destination store 


Jf, Heite* rued fctfrvy 4hj 

T«H 01446 7IMMMI6 


OPEN: 

Monday - Saturday 
9.00am - 5.30pm 

Sunday 

10.00am-4.00pm 


Washing machines, dishwashers, 
cookers, (ridge-freezers, 
ovens, hobs, hoods, etc." 


Deliver 


& 


Old Appliames 


"We sell a huge range of brand new and factory 
refurbished appliances to fit all pockets, from credit 
crunching budget appliances to top of the range models." / 




• Beko • Range Master • Leisure • Creda • White Knight • Stoves • Candy < 
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Proprietors Tracy Kemp and Joanna Spear 
have been running Tan y Hyde Tanning and 
Beauty Salon for the last four years. 


tan y hyde 




• Waxing 

• Facials 

• Lashes 

• Brows 

• Nails 

• Bridal 
Packages 

• Massage 

• Make Up 


TANNING 


Upright and Laydown 
Sunbeds and 
Californian Spray Tan. 


3D Semi Permanent Lashes 
by A H Francis - Only £52.00 


Harley Street trained beauty 
nurse Sarah Williams for 
Botox and Chemical Peels 
- 3 areas only £250 

c# 

vf* 46 Holton Road / 
Barry CF63 4HD 
W Tel 01446 745483 


Still Images 
on the move! 


TILL 

IMAGES was 
opened in 
December 2009 by 
Mark Osman. This 
photographic studio 
is situated within 
Chris John 
Framing on 
Thompson Street. 

Mark said: “I have 
been overwhelmed by 
the number of customers 
requiring wedding and 
portrait photography 
since I opened. 

“There has also been 
demand for photographic 
make-over sessions. The 
Hair and Beauty Den 
opposite can complete 
the hair and make-up for 
£25 and Still Images 


photograph the stunning 
results. 

“I also do portfolio 
work for models, and 
lots of family shots - 
including the newly- 
arrived babies! 

“Models will receive 
a free image of their 
choice (6 x 4) and a free 
portrait session. Only a 
limited number of places 
are available. 

“We also offer a free 
20 x 16 print with any 
wedding package 
booked by the end of 
May, if you mention The 
GEM!’ 

Please feel free to pop 
in to the studio, or give 
Still Images a call on 
07547202501. 



La Cucina - 
Keeping Holton 
Road customers 
well satisfied 


L A CUCINA, 
the hottest 
cafe on 

Holton Road, is a 
very popular 
venue, with a con¬ 
stant flow of cus¬ 
tomers all day. 

Many shoppers meet 
up with friends for an 
ice cold frappe or a 
milk shake with an 
Italian touch. 

A firm favourite is 
the traditional breakfast 
or bagels with cream 
cheese and bacon. 

Lunch times offer a 
wonderful array of 


paninis and sandwiches 
with salami and chori- 
zo fillings. 

The homemade 
Spanish omelettes are a 
must this summer, 
together with summer 
salads of ham, avocado 
and Caesar salad. 

Don’t forget the 
wonderful selection of 
cakes - Italian glazed 
almond cream cake, 
carrot cake and choco¬ 
late fudge cake. 

They are the perfect 
accompaniment to a 
delicious cup of coffee! 


La CitCAShA 

* M 4 - 

51 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY 

Ferda and his team welcome you! 

Open for Breakfasts from 9am 
^ Hot and Cold Dishes, 

Paninis, Freshly Baked Baguettes. 

Jhrr Healthy Options and a 
^ range of Delicious Cakes. *** 

A choice of hand made 
Coffees and Hot Chocolates. 


^ Grab and Go Section ^ 
with many meal deals. ^ 

Ideal for ladies who lunch, busy 
shoppers, business meetings or 
just a chat with friends. ^ 
Open: 9am - 5.00 pm 
Monday - Saturday 

Tel. 01446 722024 


Still Images 

48b Thompson St, Barry 

07547 202501 
01446 420165 



aS' Of 

* GROOMERS 

THE ONE STOP SHOP 
FOR ALL YOUR PETS NEEDS 


CHECK OUT OUR PRICES! 


We are cheaper than 
most supermarkets 

NEW WHISKAS SIMPLY 
12 pooches only £2.50 

PEDIGREE Complete Dog Food 

3kg -£5 

PEDIGREE JOINT CARE PLUS 

_ for d og s 2 FOR £6 

SHEBA FOILS cat food 
_ 5 for £2 _ 

PURINA New Gourmet a la carte 
Cat Food pouches 12 FOR £4 

CESAR FOILS for dogs 
_ 6 for£3 _ 

Large selection of NEW DOG BEDS now in 
Delivery service available 

Visit our stall every week at Barry Tuesday Market 


la REGENT STREET 
BARRY, CF62 8DS.0I446 722 228 


JPL Sound 
offers an 
"unrivalled’ 
music service 


A LL too often, 
shoppers from 
both Barry and 
the Vale seem to think 
that Holton Road only 
stretches from the 
Civic Offices up to the 
multi-storey car park 
opposite Holton Road 
School. 

In fact, it carries up a 
lot further, and then all 
the way down to Weston 
Square. 

Why not try visiting 
the top end of Holton 
Road, where you will 
find JPL Sound - The 
Barry Music Shop, plus 
lots of other specialist 
shops? 

It is the leading 
music shop in the Vale, 
where all the staff are 
not only helpful, friendly 
and knowledgeable, but 
are all also experienced 
technicians and musi¬ 
cians. 

JPL Sound has steadi¬ 
ly grown over the years 
to become one of the 
largest outdoor PA com¬ 
pany in south Wales, hir¬ 
ing all types of sound 
systems to cultural, 
leisure and sporting 
events throughout Wales 


A great family- 
owned business 


B eing the 

oldest estab¬ 
lished family- 
owned shoe repair 
business in Barry, 
Frangouiis has seen 
a lot of changes. 

When opened in 
1950, the original owner 
George Frangouiis, soon 
had a reputation for tak¬ 
ing on the most chal¬ 
lenging shoe repairs, and 
made to measure the 
very best in handmade 
shoes! 

This legacy continued 
when Nick Frangouiis 
took over, not only 
maintaining these high 
standards, but expanding 
his services. 

Key cutting was intro¬ 
duced in the early 1970s, 
and this has developed 
and grown over the 
years and the shop is 


now one of the largest 
key stockists, including 
the cutting and program¬ 
ming of chipped car 
keys. 

As well as making 
shoes, Frangouiis stock 
the very best in British- 
made quality shoes with 
brands such as Barkers, 
Cheaney, Loakes, 
Trickers, to name but a 
few. 

The shop also stocks a 
variety of high quality 
leather goods - includ¬ 
ing wallets, purses, pass¬ 
port and travel card 
holders. 

It has an extensive 
range of trophies which 
can also be engraved. 

Other products and 
services have been 
included, such as watch 
batteries and dancewear. 


Follow all the 
latest goings- 
on in Holton 
Road and the 
surrounding 
areas by 
logging onto 
The GEM 
online at 
www.barry- 
today.co.uk 


and the west country. 
They range from small 
local events right up to 
international sporting 
fixtures. 

There is a determina¬ 
tion to offer a personal 
and high-quality service 
by Barry Music Shop. 

Whether you are look¬ 
ing for a new instmment 
or to part-exchange an 
existing one, right 
through to expert repairs 
on guitars, amplifiers 
and all pro-audio equip¬ 
ment, the shop can help 
you out. 

It has always offered 
an unrivalled service in 
making up bespoke pro¬ 
audio leads while you 
wait, as well as stocking 
the biggest selection of 
audio, AV connectors 
and leads in south 
Wales. 

Please don’t forget 
even the simple things 
like batteries. Everything 
is stocked from the basic 
sizes in alkaline batteries 
right through to button 
and watch batteries (fit¬ 
ting service also) and re¬ 
chargeable batteries, all 
at very competitive 
prices. 

Please call in at any 
time; you will not be dis¬ 
appointed! 


frangouiis 

AA " No 4 Thompson St, Barry 

...cu - Tel: 01446 739823 

• High Quality Shoe Repairs 

The more challenging the better. A full complement 

• Stockists of the very Best of dyes, polishes and 

in British made shoes protective dressings 

Barkers, Cheaney, Loakes. j n stock. 

• All types of key cutting 

From the standard house key to high security. 

Also chipped car keys. 

• Full computerised engraving service 
Personalise that special gift or award. 

We have a large range of ZIPPO lighters. 


□□□ The Barry 
rsTn Music Shop 
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267 Holton Road, Barry 
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Fone- 

• reflashing all phones 

• all phone repairs 

• mobile phones - software 

CASH PAID FOR MOBILE PHONES 
IN WORKING ORDER OR NOT 

Most mobile phones unlocked 

Blackberry phones now unlocked for only £10 


Tel: 01446 421666 Thompson Street • 


All network 
SIM cards 
99p 
Buy 1 get 
1 FREE 
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Plan ahead with Passmores 
on 'Lasting Plan of Attorney’ 



PASSMORES 


MAKE AN 
LPA NOW 

- Can you afford not to? 


Can you imagine a situation where you or a 
member of your family is no longer able to 
make decisions? Frightening isn’t it? 


A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is a legal 
document, that enables one person to make 
decisions on behalf of another. 


Carli Evans, a member of Solicitors for 
the Elderly is inviting you to attend a no 
obligation appointment to find out more. 

For more information please call: 

Carli Evans on 01446 721000 

or by email ce@passmores.com. 


11 OKS I 
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21 Tynewydd Road, 
Barry, CF62 8HB 


HQ2 offer you 
the very best 



ABOVE: 

The friendly team at HQ2 The Salon 
look forward to seeing you. 


H Q2 The 

Salon, situ¬ 
ated on 
Holton Road, is 
Barry’s only 4-star 
salon awarded by 
The Good Salon 
Guide. 

HQ2 pride themselves 
on quality, using only 
the best products and 
services. 

All staff are trained to 
level-3 qualification and 
are regularly updated on 
new techniques and 
products. 


Balmain hair exten¬ 
sions have proved to be 
very popular and are 
offered at very competi¬ 
tive prices. 

Also available at HQ2 
is chemical hair straight¬ 
ening, colour, restyle, 
bridal packages and 
gent’s hair styling. 

For a friendly 
approach to hairdress¬ 
ing, call into HQ2 The 
Salon or call 01446 
400102 for an appoint¬ 
ment. 


**** 4-Star Salon 

Specialising in Balmain Hair Extensions, 
Colouring and Opti Smooth Chemical 
Hair Straightening. 

Tel: 01446 400102 

36 Holton Road, Barry 

(Look for the blue canopy) 


L awyers 

around 
Wales and 
England are run¬ 
ning a national 
‘Make a Lasting 
Power of Attorney’ 
campaign - to 
encourage all peo¬ 
ple to plan ahead 
and avoid problems 
if they later lose 
mental capacity. 

It means making a 
Lasting Power of 
Attorney (LPA) on the 
new version of the 
forms, which came into 
force in October 2009. 

A Lasting Power of 
Attorney is a legal docu¬ 
ment that enables one 
person to make decisions 
on behalf of another. 

There are two types of 
LPA: financial and wel¬ 
fare. Financial LPAs 
enables a person to act 
on behalf of another if, 
for example, they are ill 
or disabled and cannot 
act for themselves. 

A welfare LPA 
enables a person to act 
on behalf of another if 
that person does not 
have the mental capacity 


to act for themselves, for 
example, in the case of a 
severe stroke. 

Without an LPA, it 
may be necessary for 
family members to apply 
to the Court of 
Protection for authority. 

This can be a dis¬ 
tressing and lengthy 
process and is far more 
expensive than making 
an LPA. 

Once all parties have 
signed the LPA, they 
must then be registered 
with the Office of the 
Public Guardian before 
they can be used. 

Carli Evans, of 
Passmores Solicitors and 
a member of Solicitors 
for the Elderly, is active¬ 
ly encouraging all peo¬ 
ple to plan ahead and 
make Lasting Powers of 
Attorneys. 

People wishing to dis¬ 
cuss their requirements, 
can contact Carli Evans 
to arrange a suitable no 
obligation appointment 
on 01446 721000, or by 
email at ce@pass- 
mores, com 



ABOVE: 

TL Computer Systems is the one-stop shop 
for all your technology needs. 



COMPUTER & LAPTOP: 
Sales, Repair & Upgrade 
Web Services & Internet Cafe 


Home & Business call outs 
Broadband Set-ups 

SPECIAL OFFER 

PC’s from £300.00 
Laptops from £360.00 
USB Pen Drives from £8.00 
TFT Monitors from £95.00 



40 Holton Road, Barry 
Tel: (01446) 747702 Fax: (01446) 744699 
www.tlsystems.co.uk 
email: mail@tlsystems.co.uk 


Bodywise offers 
latest in beauty 
treatments 


B odywise 

was estab¬ 
lished more 
than 15 years ago 
and offers a wide 
range of beauty 
treatments in a 
relaxing, modern 
salon. 

The salon provides a 
totally tranquil haven - 
essential for the com¬ 
plete relaxation of holis¬ 
tic therapies and facial 
treatments. 

Jackie Howells and 
the team of therapists 
and salon aides research 
the beauty industry to 
find the latest and most 
up-to-date treatments 
and equipment to contin¬ 
uously introduce new 
beauty treatments. 

Bodywise has gained 
the ‘Investors in People’ 


award. Jackie provides 
the best working condi¬ 
tions and maximum 
training opportunities for 
all her staff, which she 
feels are important for 
job satisfaction for the 
staff - which will ensure 
a first class service for 
customers. 

Bodywise uses and 
sells the first class skin- 
care Darphin by Estee 
Lauder, Creative Nail 
Design products and var¬ 
nishes, China Glaze 
Varnishes, California 
Tan sunless tanning, 
Amphora Aromatherapy 
Oils and Australian 
Organics body and face 
products. 

Bodywise frequently 
provides special offers 
on other treatments and 
products - so look out 
for regular promotions. 



We offer a full range of beauty 
treatments to pamper and beautify you... 

• California Tan Spray Tanning 

• Darphin specialised facials 

• Creative nail extensions 

• Arasys inch loss treatment 

• Holistic therapies 

• Make-up/Bridal packages 

• Waxing and more 

54 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY Tel. 01446 722211 

www.bodywisebeauty.co.uk 


ALLPETS 

Food and accessories for dogs, cats 
other small animals, birds & reptiles 
plus all your requirements for 
aquariums and ponds 



Reptiles - Live Food £2 a tub or 3 for £5 
Corn Snake plus starter kit £50 
Bearded Dragons from £20 each 
Rabbit Food 15 kilo sack £9.99 
Chudleys Rabbit Royal 15 kilo £9.99 
Supreme Rabbit 15 kilo £13.99 
Royal canin, Proplan and Burns 
for cats and dogs 

255/257 Holton Road, Barry 

01446 732617 

Don’t forget to visit our new shop! 
Barry Pet Store 
101 High Street, Barry 
Tel. 01446 734040 


Paul 
Gentile’s 
expert 
Troll kits 
advice 

D ON’T miss 
Sunday, 

April 18, 
when customers 
will be viewing the 
new limited edition 
Troll kits at Paul 
Gentile, The 
Capitol Centre, 
Cardiff. 

The eye-catching 
sweet floral collection 
kits are available in two 
distinctive colourways, 
decorative pinks and 
vivid, vibrant blues. 

The beads are individ¬ 
ually decorated and 
blend beautifully togeth¬ 
er to create an irre¬ 
sistible combination. 

There are also the 
new dazzling delicate 
hanging Tassel Beads - 
beautiful beads inspired 
by the delightful colours 
and patterns of a garden 
blooming in spring! 

A spokesman said: 
“Join us for light 
refreshments, a free raf¬ 
fle and expert advice on 
your trolls. ” 


Paul Gentile Jewellers 


Barry, Cardiff & Newport 



3 Commercial 
Street, Newport 
NP9 1HE 
01633 263637 


16 The Capitol, 
Queen St, Cardiff 
CF10 2HQ 
02920 342136 


Tynewydd 
Road, Barry 
CF62 8HB 
01446 746871 


www.paulgentilejewellers.com 
E-Mail: sales@paulgentilejewellers.com 
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Drew Barrymore’s directorial 
debut is Whip sharp, funny 
and is hugely entertaining 


W HILE 

Hollywood 
seems to 
excel in stories of 
performers plumb¬ 
ing the depths 
before reaching the 
highs, there are 
very few whose 
career, and indeed 
life, trajectory has 
matched that of 
Drew Barrymore. 

Having shone as Gert 
in ET, Barrymore pro¬ 
ceeded to match bad 
career choices with drug 
and alcohol abuse. 

Having got both her 
life and career back on 
track in the mid-90s, 
Barrymore has firmly 
established herself as 
one of the most influen¬ 
tial women in cinema. 

Having taken produc¬ 
tion credits on the likes 
of Charlie ’5 Angels, 
Donnie Darko and He ’5 
Just Not That Into You 
and built up an acting 
resume that balances 
mainstream choices with 
off-kilter material, it 
seemed a given that she 
would turn her attention 
to the director’s chair, 
and her debut outing, 
Whip It, now hits 
screens. 

Ellen Page plays Bliss 
Cavendar, a girl whose 
life in a small Texas 
town consists of beauty 
pageants and working at 
a local diner. When she 
finds a flyer advertising 


THE Pop Quiz in 
the Park Hotel in 
Barry is looking for 
someone with a 
good memory! 

As the quiz has been 
going since the mid- 
1980s, the organiser, 
Brian Enos, was arrang¬ 
ing a Silver jubilee event 
for this year. 

Some of the ‘regulars’, 
however, insist that the 
quiz, is, in fact, 26 or 
27 years old! Brian 
remembers that he com¬ 
piled and hosted the first 
quiz in order to settle a 
friendly argument 
between some of the reg¬ 
ulars of the popular west- 
end pub, and it has just 
continued since then. 

Other than the odd 
break for Christmas, the 
quiz has been held just 
about every week and 
has seen off at least four 
landlords! 

They have, in the past, 
completed several 24- 
hour events in aid of 
local charities, and 
although those days are 
behind them, the quiz 
continues to attract its 
regulars. Brian is looking 
for anyone from the 
‘early’ days to contact 
him, the pub, or The 
GEM to confirm when 
the quiz started. 

Brian thinks that even 
if it’s only 25 years, then 
they must hold the record 


a local roller derby 
event, she is mesmerised 
by what she sees, and 
decides to sign up for 
the Hurl Scouts team, 
featuring such players as 
Maggie Mayhem 
(Kristen Wiig), 

Smashley Simpson 
(Barrymore) and Rosa 
Sparks (Eve). 

However, with Bliss’ 
mother (Marcia Gay 
Harden) so keen for her 
daughter to excel at the 
pageants, and her new¬ 
found love for roller¬ 
skates, Bliss must try 
and balance her new life 
and existing one... 

While many of the 
stars of the past have 
taken their skills into the 
sphere of directing (with 
Clint Eastwood arguably 
the most prominent and 
successful), today’s stars 
seem a touch more reti¬ 
cent to step behind the 
camera. 

The likes of Cruise, 
Crowe and Smith have 
rarely discussed the 
thought, while Tom 
Hanks, whose directorial 
debut was released in 
1996, has now only just 
got round to starting on 
his second. 

Given Drew 
Barrymore’s growing 
prominence as a produc¬ 
er, her move behind the 
camera was highly likely 
- whether she would be 
any good at it was a dif¬ 
ferent matter entirely. 

Fortunately for 
Barrymore, and anyone 
who goes to watch Whip 


for the “longest-running 
pop quiz in the world - 
ever!” 

The music featured 
includes all pop music 
from 1950s to current 
releases, and usually 
involves teams trying to 
identify tracks from 
‘snippets’ played. Each 
quiz usually has a picture 
round and trivia ques¬ 
tions. 

New teams are wel¬ 
come (any number in a 
team) If anyone would 
like to take part (or even 
compile a quiz), the quiz 
is held every Tuesday in 
the Park Hotel upstairs 
lounge, starting at 
8.30pm. 

There are no entry fees 
or prizes because, as 
Brian explained: “I start¬ 
ed charging a nominal 
entry fee, with the money 
collected going back in 
prizes, but this made the 
quiz too competitive, so 
now we just play for fun 
- it doesn’t really matter 
if you come last!” 

Once the age of the 
quiz is established, it’s 
planned to invite all the 
music fans who have 
attended over the years to 
a celebratory event. 

Anyone with informa¬ 
tion, should telephone 
Brian on 01446 739133. 


It, she proves to be 
rather adept at the direct¬ 
ing lark, creating an 
enjoyable film high on 
sass and fizz yet with 
enough substance behind 
it to make for a more 
satisfying watch. 

Barrymore has obvi¬ 
ously absorbed the work 
of directors such as 
Jason Reitman, whose 
lo-fi aesthetic is clearly a 
huge influence on this 
film, yet Barrymore 
shows a dexterity which 
is more than the sum of 
her influences. 

She deliberately keeps 
her direction low-key, 
but draws a great deal of 
comedy, pathos and 
excitement from that, 
handling the film’s nar¬ 
rative needs with careful 
aplomb. 

While the roller derby 
scenes bustle with hard¬ 
hitting action and excite¬ 
ment, Barrymore is more 
concerned with the 
importance of the story 
and the characters - 
even the most peripheral 
of characters are invest¬ 
ed with time. 

It is an auspicious 
debut that shows a keen 
talent in its earliest 
stages. 

Of course, it does 
help when you are gifted 
a cast of such strength 
and versatility as the one 
assembled here - a cast 
that performs just how 
you would expect, with 
skill and style. 

Ellen Page may be 
marking herself out as 
the alternative female 
lead of choice, but she 
shows a real confidence 
and lightness of touch, 
taking the character of 
Bliss and offering a per¬ 
formance that captures a 
character discovering 
themselves, coming 
from under the umbrella 
of their family and 
standing on their own 
two feet. 

Page has enough 
charisma and wits to be 
a superb lead-in into the 


LOCAL residents 
are being offered 
the chance to get 
their blood pressure 
checked for free on 
Rotary’s ‘Stroke 
and Health 

Awareness Day’, 
this Saturday 
(April 17). 

A Rotary mobile unit 
will be parked in 
Morrison’s car park at 
Barry and blood pressure 
checks will be carried out 
by professional nurses 
between 10am-4pm. 

High blood pressure is 
thought to be one of the 
main causes of strokes, 
and the Rotary checks 
are being carried out in 
co-operation with the 
Stroke Association - an 
annual event which the 


story and her turn is one 
of the many highlights 
on show, showcasing her 
ability for both comedy 
and for the dramatic. 

Surrounding Page are 
a selection of perform¬ 
ances that either reaffirm 
an actor’s ability or 
showcase an up and 
coming performer. 

In the former camp, 
the likes of Barrymore 
(whose more-or-less 
cameo turn is played for 
laughs), Daniel Stern, as 
Bliss’ father, and Juliette 
Lewis, taking time out 
from being a rock star to 
play the Iceman to 
Page’s Maverick in a 
role that works well, all 
put in strong shifts, 
bringing a pleasing 
degree of skill to their 
turns. 

It is Marcia Gay 
Harden who is the stand¬ 
out from this crowd, the 
always-dependable 
actress lighting up the 
screen as Bliss’ mother. 
Beneath the beauty pag¬ 
eant sheen lies a decency 
to do what is best for her 
family, and Harden real¬ 
ly gets under the skin of 
a character that could 
easily have fallen into 
type. 

In the ‘up n’ coming’ 
section, Kristen Wiig 
shows she has the ability 
to break out from her 
recurring role on US 
TV’s Saturday Night 
Live with a turn that is 
as much about humour 
as it is about being a sis¬ 
terly shoulder for Bliss 
as she enters the world 
of roller derby. 

Alia Shawkat (who a 
minority will remember 
from Arrested 
Development ) does the 
best friend role to per¬ 
fection, while a special 
mention should also go 
to Andrew Wilson, 
brother of Owen and 
Luke; were it not for the 
large amount of oestro¬ 
gen on show, Wilson’s 
Razor would come pret¬ 
ty much close to stealing 


Rotary Club of Barry has 
been supporting for sev¬ 
eral years. 

The people most at 
risk from strokes are 
those over 50 years old. 

The president of Barry 
Rotary Club, Don 
Carsley, said: 

“There are many oth¬ 
erwise healthy people 
walking about not know¬ 
ing that they have a high 
blood pressure, and 
therefore at a higher risk 
of having a stroke. 

“In fact, two of our 
club members have suf¬ 
fered this way. 
Identifying the problem 
early gives people the 
opportunity to raise the 
issue with their doctor 
and seek appropriate 
treatment - a very simple 
step just requiring med¬ 
ication.” 


SCREEN 

TALK 




Screen 

7«lk 


by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


the show with his dry 
asides - yet as it is, he 
has to settle for being 
part of what is a 
superbly strong cast with 
nary a poor turn. 

Shauna Cross’ screen¬ 
play is adapted from her 
own book, and it shows 
the faith she has in the 
material to allow her 
story to flow so well. 
While it plays like a typ¬ 
ical underdog sports 
film, there is also the 
relationships between 
Bliss and various people 
around her which works 
on a whole other level, 
plus the typical ‘coming 
of age’ element. 

It all adds up to a 
strongly feminine story, 
but one that is played as 
broadly as possible; it 
may be heavy on ‘girl 
power’, but its universal 
themes means the film 
plays well regardless of 
gender. 

If there are faults, 
then they are merely 
first-time wobbles; the 
story is played out 
slightly too long, starting 
to drag somewhat 
towards the end, while 
Barrymore’s good taste 
in music may be present 
and correct, but there is 
a little too much empha¬ 
sis on soundtracking 
every scene. 

Not a huge issue 
when you have the likes 
of The Runaways, The 
Breeders and The Go! 
Team as the background, 
but there are points 
where you want what’s 
on the screen to hold up 
by itself as opposed to 
what is on the sound¬ 
track. 

Despite that, Whip It 
is a hugely entertaining 
film, enjoyable to watch 
with a sharp, realistic 
script that works 
extremely well amd 
bodes well for Drew 
Barrymore’s behind- 
camera future. 

VERDICT-A pleas¬ 
ing slice of celluloid, 
Whip It is an auspicious 
debut for Drew 
Barrymore, who shows a 
wonderful for direction. 

Coupled with a strong 
script and superb turns 
from the likes of Ellen 
Page, Marcia Gay 
Harden and Kristen 
Wiig, Whip It is a film 
high on verve and 
excitement, yet with a 
storyline grounded in 
reality, makes for a com¬ 
pelling watch. 
Recommended. 


Pop Quiz in 
the Park... 


Rotary club will 
check out your 
blood pressure 


FRONTLINE HEROES... 


Welsh Medics will 
be honoured in 


freedom ceremony 


TERRITORIAL 
ARMY medics who 
have served in Iraq 
and Afghanistan are 
to be given the 
Freedom of the Vale 
of Glamorgan at a 
ceremony in King 
Square, Barry on 
Saturday (April 17) 
at 11.30am. 

Cardiff-based 203 
Welsh Field Hospital 
(Volunteers) is the only 
Territorial Army medical 
unit in Wales, and its per¬ 
sonnel are all part-time 
volunteers. 

Known as ‘The Welsh 
Medics,’ they recruit 
from across Wales, and 
the council has unani¬ 
mously agreed to grant 
them the honour in 
recognition of their 
invaluable work in sav¬ 
ing lives. 

They recruit health¬ 
care professionals from 
all disciplines, for exam¬ 
ple, doctors, nurses, para¬ 
medics, radiographers, 
physios, biomedical sci¬ 
entists, dentists, dental 
nurses, pharmacy techni¬ 
cians, pharmacists and 
health care support work¬ 
ers. 

Tracing its roots back 
to the First World War, 
the hospital is based in 
Cardiff, with detach¬ 
ments in Swansea, 
Crickhowell and 

Llandudno. In recent 
times, it has deployed 


personnel in support of 
operations abroad during 
the Gulf wars, the 
Balkans and ongoing 
operations in Iraq and 
Afghanistan to continue 
its close bonds with the 
Regular Army medical 
services. 

The Freedom, which is 
the highest tribute a 
county borough council 
can bestow, is a long¬ 
standing tradition where¬ 
by public recognition is 
given to individuals 
and/or organisations as 
an expression of the high 
esteem in which they are 
held both by the council 
in the area and its people. 

In being given the 
honour in the Vale, the 
medics follow in the dis¬ 
tinguished footsteps of 
the Merchant Navy 
Association (Wales), The 
Welsh Guards and The 
Royal Welsh. 

King Square, Barry, 
will be the venue for the 
ceremony on Saturday, 
17 April, when Vale 
Mayor Coun Emlyn 
Williams will present a 
special scroll to the unit’s 
Commanding Officer, 
Col Kevin Davies. 

Following the ceremo¬ 
ny, the unit, preceded by 
The Band of the Royal 
Welsh and accompanied 
by a police motorcycle 
outrider and two police 
horses and riders, will 
parade through the town 
to the Barry Leisure 


Centre. During the cere¬ 
mony, Coun Williams 
and HM Lord Lieutenant 
for South Glamorgan, Dr 
Peter Beck, will present 
medals to unit members 
for service in 
Afghanistan. 

Coun Williams said: “I 
am delighted that we are 
able to recognise the unit 
and the valuable work 
they’re doing both at 
home and abroad. 

Many brave soldiers 
seriously injured in vari¬ 
ous conflicts owe their 
lives to the magnificent 
treatment given by units 
such as ‘The Welsh 
Medics.’ They continue 
to risk their lives to save 
those of others.” 

Col Kevin Davies 
said: “The Vale Council 
has shown its apprecia¬ 
tion and acknowledg¬ 
ment of the significant 
contribution that Wales’ 
Field Hospital makes in 
supporting UK 

Operations. 

“The council recogni¬ 
tion is wonderful news 
and we at 203 very much 
look forward to receiving 
our right to march 
through Barry.” 

• The ceremony and 
parade are scheduled to 
take place between 
11.30am and 12.30pm 
and motorists are 
advised of the likelihood 
of some short delays dur¬ 
ing this period. 


Heritage Coast through 
the eye of an artist 



Jane Hutt AM with the painting 
Marcross: Large Wreck after Winter Storm 
1985 by Joan Baker. 


Bro Radio wins 
Assembly grant 


AN exhibition of artist 
Joan Baker’s paintings 
has been on display at 
the Senedd and in the 
Pierhead Building, 
with a focus on the 
Heritage Coast. 

Hosted by Jane Hutt 
AM, the exhibition 
continues in the 
Pierhead until the end 
of April and is “well 
worth a visit”, she says. 

Ladies 
choir in 
concert 

BARRY Ladies 
Choir present their 
annual spring con¬ 
cert at Crossway 
Methodist Church 
Hall, Court Road, 
Barry, on Saturday, 
April 24 at 7pm. 

The choir will be con¬ 
ducted by musical direc¬ 
tor Alice Jones, and 
accompanied by Emma 
Arscott. 

Tickets are £5 (chil¬ 
dren half price) available 
from choir members; at 
the door, or telephone 
01446 746495. 

There will be refresh¬ 
ments and raffle. 
Proceeds are to fund the 
choir’s twinning visit to 
Fecamp in June for a 
national festival. 


BRO RADIO of 
Barry, is one of six 
community radio 
stations in Wales 
receiving grants 
totalling £100,000 
from the Welsh 
Assembly 
Government’s 
Community Radio 
Fund. 

The station has just 
been granted £17,941. 
Heritage Minister, Alun 


Ffred Jones said: “These 
radio stations play a 
valuable role in reflect¬ 
ing the issues affecting 
people living in these 
communities. They also 
provide opportunities for 
residents to gain new 
skills and in some cases 
employment. 

“I’m very pleased to 
announce these grants 
and to congratulate the 
stations on the important 
role they play in their 
communities.” 


We welcome your news and 
views. Please email them to: 

ggem @internet-today. co. uk 
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Out and About with The GEM 


Colin’s 50th birthday 
goal for Ty Hafan 


COLIN JONES of 
Dinas Powys Rotary 
Club set himself a 
50th birthday chal¬ 
lenge - to cycle the 
length of Wales 
from Holyhead to 
Cardiff, in aid of Ty 
Hafan and Rotary 
Club charities. 

To help Colin reach 
his charity target, a 
signed Ospreys rugby 
shirt was donated by 
Veolia Transport Cymru, 
where Colin is coach. 

Landlady Sue Copner, 
of the Three Horse Shoes 
pub in Dinas Powys, 
agreed to purchase the 
shirt and donate £500 
towards the target for the 
cycle ride. 

Colin is seen (above) 
presenting the signed 
Ospreys shirt to Sue. 

Anyone who would 
like to help Colin reach 
his target, can donate in¬ 
line at 

www.justg iving.com/coli 
n-jonesO 


Charity 
curry and 
quiz night 

THE Penarth 
Ladies Circle is 
holding a Curry and 
Quiz night on May 7 
at 7.30pm in the 
Adventure Island 
play centre, Friars 
Road, Barry Island. 

Tickets are £5, with all 
proceeds going to the 
Headway charity. There 
will be a bar and raffle on 
the night, and a prize for 
the quiz winner! Teams 
welcome. 

For tickets, contact 
Jodie on 07966 172758 
or email 

jodie.evans@ staubin- 
nurseries.co.uk 


Van man 
winner 

THE winner of our 
recent ‘Who drives 
what’ competition 
was Lisa Elliott of 
Barry, who won £20. 

Keep reading The 
GEM for more great 
competitions ! 


Worcester 
trip for a 
good cause! 

THE Llantwit 
Major Friends of 
Bridgend 
Samaritans have 
organised a 

fundraising trip to 
Worcester on 

Saturday, May 15. 

Tickets are £15 each, 
and details are available 
from Julie Robinson on 
01446 796471. Proceeds, 
as always, will go to 
Bridgend Samaritans. 



The Ospreys shirt is handed over. 


PACT meetings 
in the Vale... 

THE following PACT meetings are being 
held in the Vale next week: 

LLANDOUGH PACT, Llandough Memorial 
Hall, April 19, at 7pm. 

LLANDOW PACT, Ewenny Village Hall, 
Wednesday, April 21, at 7pm. 

COLWINSTON Cuppa With A Copper, The 
Sycamore Tree Public House, April 24, at lpm. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Clothes swap 

LLANTWIT Transition are holding a clothes 
swap (bring to swap or buy) at the Old White 
Hart public house, Llantwit Major at 2pm on 
April 24. 

3 Peaks Challenge 

A 3 Peaks charity challenge starts at 4am on 
Saturday, June 12 from Pen y Pass, Snowdonia, 
then on to Cadair Idris (also in Snowdonia) and 
Pen y Fan in the Brecon Beacons. 

Taking part are five employees of Sinclair 
Finance and Leasing. 

Proceeds from the challenge are in aid of the Ty 
Hafan hospice at Sully. 



\0i _ 

CABARET 
_ BAR 

BARRY ISLAND 

OPENING NIGHT 

SATURDAY 17th APRIL 

Forthcoming Events 

Saturday 17th April 

ABBA RIVAL - £14 


Saturday 1st May 

SHENTON DIXON 
LEGENDS OF SOUL £14 


Saturday 15th May 

OASISN’T - £14 


Saturday 29th May 

MONITIVONI 
as LIONEL RITCHIE-£10 


Saturday 12th June 

MULTI TRIBUTE DIVA SHOW - £10 


Saturday 26th June 

ATOMIC JONES-£10 


Saturday 10th July 

RAT IN THE KITCHEN-£14 


Saturday 17th July 

CERI DUPREE £10 


Saturday 31st July 

IAN JONES as LEE EVANS 


£10 


Please note that all the above prices include 
Chicken and Chips or Vegetarian option. 
Party Bookings welcome. 

Venue also available for private 
hire - ask at the bar for details. 

For further details on the above call 

01446 721888 

or email info@shadowscabaretbar.com 


‘Walk on Wild 
Side’ of the Vale 


A ‘WALK on the 
Wild Side’ is a fam¬ 
ily walk with a dif¬ 
ference, full of 
nature activities, 
for grown-ups and 
kids to discover and 
explore the secret 
trails of Porthkerry 
Country Park. 

It takes place on May 
16 and is part of the Vale 
of Glamorgan Walking 
Festival. 

Gareth Simpson of 
Valeways, said: “It is a 


walk of two miles, along 
footpaths and woodland 
trails. Wellies will be 
necessary as some of the 
trails are likely to be 
muddy.” 

Booking essential. 
Visit www.valeofglamor- 
ganwalkingfestival. org. u 
kfor the full programme 
and online booking. 

Phone bookings and 
enquiries can be made 
by calling Valeways on 
01446 749000 (Monday- 
Thursday, 9am-lpm). 


HORSE RACING 


POINT-TO-POINT 

Saturday, 24th April 
Redlands Farm, BONVILSTON 

- First race 2pm - 

Featuring the 3M 4F Welsh Point-to-Point Grand National 
Bars, Caterers and Bookmakers in attendance. 

For further information please contact 

Mr Phil Williams 

01656 890 660 
0779 915 5463 



OCEAN LOUNGE 

^ PORTHKERRY 


OPEN 


Friday 16th April 
The Mopheads (9pm) 

Three guitarists with an incredible 
stage presence. 


Saturday 17th April 
Jason Williams - cracking voice, 
great song list - plus Bingo 


Friday 23rd April 
James Alexander - great voice, 
cracking songlist (9pm) 


Saturday 24th April 
Holly Wilson - Vocalist (9pm) 
plus bingo 


Friday 30th April 
Oblivious 

Live & kicking rock covers (9pm) 

Saturday 1st May 
Jamie K - Vocalist (9pm) 
plus Bingo 


Every Thursday: Curry & A Pint £5.99 
7-9pm - Quiz from 8.30pm 


Karen’s painting 
wins the prize! 


PICTURED is Karen 
Briscombe, who won 
the Sully Painting 
Group’s annual mod¬ 
ern art competition. 

The wide variety of 
exhibits in the competi¬ 
tion, will all be on show 
at the Sully painting 
exhibition, together 
with many other paint¬ 
ings in Jubilee Hall, 
Sully, on June 25-26. 



KAREN BRISCOMBE. 


The Original Psychic World Events 

PSYCHIC FAYRE 

Tarot, Psychic & Clairvoyant Readings, Gifts, Talks, etc 

f Thursday 22nd April 
The Ship Hotel 

Harbour Rd, Barry, CF62 5SB 
11am - 5pm & 6pm - 10pm 

For Information Tel: 07957 627292 Admission £2 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


* THURSDAYS, FRIDAYS, SATURDAYS, * 

* SUNDAYS & BANK HOLIDAYS $ 

* 0 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT J * 


* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

t 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

FOOD SERVED 

£ Great Value menu from only £4.99 J 

| Traditional Sunday Lunch * 
* served l2-3pm from only £6.95 * 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
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DAY GROUPS 

WEDNESDAY 

Penarth - 9.30am & 11,45am 

All Saints Church Hall, Victoria Square 
Linda 01446 761150 

THURSDAY 
Barry - 10.15am 

Castleland Community Centre 
Belvedere Crescent 
Niki 01446 740394 

Cowbridge - 10.00am 

The Duke of Wellington 

High Street 

Lina 01656 890708 

EVENING GROUPS 

MONDAY 

Barry - 4.30 & 6.30pm 

Brynsion Hall, Junction of Court Road 
and Llanover Street 
Lorraine 01446 407002 

Penarth - 6.30pm 

Elfed Avenue Methodist Church 
Elfed Road 
Niki 01446 740394 

Rhoose - 6.30pm 

Celtic Way Community Centre 
Celtic Way 
Helen 01446 750738 

TUESDAY 
Barry - 5.45pm 

Market Street Social Club 
Upstairs Function Room 
Joanne 01446 404897 
Barry - 4.30pm 

St. Davids Methodist Church Hall, 
Winston Road 
Annamarie 01446 736534 

0844 897 8000 


r *® f **V ymi 10 fat 


Llantwit Major - 
4.45 & 6.45pm 

Old School, Wine Street 
Helen 01446 750738 

Sully - 6.30pm 

The Old School, South Road 
Niki 01446 740394 

WEDNESDAY 
Barry - 4.45 & 6.45pm 

St. Francis 
Millennium Centre 
Park Road, 

Porth-y-Castell 
Annamarie 01446 736534 
Barry - 6.00pm 
Cadoxton Methodist Church 
Church Road 
Joanne 01446 404897 
Cowbridge - 6.00pm 
The Duke of Wellington, High Street 
Lina 01656 890708 
Penarth 5.00 & 7.00pm 
All Saints Church Hall, Victoria 
Square Linda 01446 761150 
THURSDAY 
Barry - 6.00pm 
Highlight Park Comm. Centre, Barry 
Annamarie 01446 736534 
Dinas Powys - 6.30pm 
The Cabin, by swimming pool 
Hebron Hall 
Lorraine 01446 407002 
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BRO Radio and The Glamorgan GEM 

working together to bring you the very latest local 
news from your new community station, BRO Radio. 
Got a news story for us? Then call us on 01446 420681 
or email: news@broradio.fm 
or contact the Glamorgan GEM on 01446 774484 
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JUSTINA’S CHARITY OGMORE BEACH 
CANTER PROVES A HUGE SUCCESS! 



THE “amazing” success of a char¬ 
ity ‘beach canter’ last weekend at 
Ogmore-by-Sea looks likely to lead 
to it becoming an annual event. 

The day, organised by ITV news¬ 
reader Justina Simpson, attracted hun¬ 
dreds of horses and riders, and the 
posse set off along the beach towards 
Newton, pausing only to ford the River 
Ogmore - or sometimes use the step¬ 
ping stones. 

Money raised will go to a new diag¬ 
nostic, treatment and consultation cen¬ 
tre at Llandough Hospital that helps 
women with breast cancer. 

Justina Simpson told The GEM: 
“The beach canter for breast cancer 
yesterday was an amazing success. 

“We were truly astounded at how 
many people turned up. Even people 
who have arranged horse events for 
many years were shocked by the 
amount of riders. 

“In total there were 207 horses, 150 
people walking on foot and we raised 
more than £3,000 in just a few hours 
and we are still awaiting hundreds 
more in sponsorship.” 

She continued: “I would like to say 
a massive thanks to my fiance Marcus 
Hagley, who helped me come up with 
the idea of this event. 

“He has done everything, from 
designing the posters for the event to 
stewarding on the day and collecting 
money. 

“However, we simply couldn't have 
done the event without William and 
Rachel Pugh from Llangan. William is 


fantastic with horses and trains his own 
race horse. 

“He gave me my beautiful horse and 
got me back in the saddle. He did 
everything from planning the route for 
the riders to organising the car park¬ 
ing.” 

“Every night after work he travelled 
around to more than 100 stables in the 
Vale handing out posters. He gave up 
so much of his time, and without him 
and his wife Rachel, we couldn’t have 
put this event on.” 

Justina went on: “Massive thanks 
also to Rob from Ogmore Riding 
Centre, who donated half the money 
from the horses he hired to the charity 
and guided the riders safely across the 
beach. 

“People of all ages and all capabili¬ 
ties took part. It really was quite a sight 
seeing more than 200 horses galloping 
along the beach in the sunshine. 

“Steve from the Pelican also put on 
free food for all the hungry riders who 
came back to the pub after three hours 
of riding. He has been fantastic. 

“My parents Sara and Paul Simpson 
also helped on the day, collecting 
money and stewarding. 

“The sun was shining and everyone 
said what an amazing event it was. 
Lots of people thanked us for organis¬ 
ing it, and as a result we are now going 
to make it an annual event.” 

She added: “Thanks also to The 
GEM for publicising the event. I really 
believe your article last week attracted 
lots of people. ” 





Photos by MANDY THOMAS 
(Available for purchase, 
telephone 07974 518347) 
These and other pictures of the 
event can be viewed on 
www. mandythomasphotography. co. uk 





ABOVE and BELOW: 

Lots of youngsters were keen to 
get aboard their ponies for the 
charity event. 
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estate agent 


Our Commitment 
to you ... 

Chris Davies 
Residential Sales 
& Lettings aims to pro¬ 
vide a superior level of 
customer 

care to make selling 
your home as simple as 
possible while achieving 
the best possible price. 

10 Reasons Why 

Free ‘current market’ 
valuations conducted by 
professional members 
of the National 
Association of Estate 
Agents. 

Regular ‘high impact’ 
advertising and market¬ 
ing. 

100’s of qualified regis¬ 
tered buyers. 

Accompanied viewings 
with prompt feedback. 

No restrictive contracts 
or minimum periods. 

Regular ‘keep in touch’ 
policy from sale to com¬ 
pletion. 

Exposure on the UK’s 
number one property 
website. 

Over 21 years of local 
property experience in 
sales and lettings. 

Award winning estate 
agents delivering 
integrity. 

If we can’t sell your 
house - you simply 
don’t pay! 


Byron Court, Llantwit Major 

Retirement Apartment. 2 Bedrooms, Grd Fir Bathroom. Gas Central Heating, 
k Communal Gardens. Age Restrictions. Wales & West Operated. 

^ Call Simon 01446 791963 



Scott Close, St Athan 

Mid Terrace House. 3 Bedrooms, 1 Reception. Family Kitchen/Diner. 1st Floor I 
Bathroom. Gas Fired Heating & Double Glazed. Parking Space, Viewing Rec. I 
Call Simon 01446 791963 


£99,950 



£99,950 


Woodside Hamlet, Llantwit Major 

Detached 'holiday lodge 1 2 double/twin bedrooms. Fully furnished & equipped. UPVC. 

GCH. Parking space. Adjoining woodland. Freehold. 

L Call Simon 01446 791963 



Partridge Road, St Athan 

Middle terraced home. 2 bedrooms. Well presented. Popular location. 
Open green aspect. Off road parking, Viewing Rec. 

Call Simon 01446 791963 



* Fantastic 2 bed 2 bath townhouse. 

* Part furnished. 

» Hot and cold air conditioning. 

* two solariums. 

* Fantastic views. 

»Communal swimming pool. 

* Only 20 properties on the develop¬ 
ment. 

* 10 minutes drive to beaches of the 
Mediterranean coast. 

* 5 minutes drive to 18 hole golf course. I 

* Alicante 40 minutes. 

£103,000 

Paul (originally from Cardiff) now I 
lives in wonderful Murcia with his I 
wife and he is waiting for your call. I 
You can call him FREE today and I 
find out how to start a new lifestyle I 
in the beautiful sunshine! 


0800 135 7503 



Glebeland Place, St Athan 

Semi det on large plot.3 beds. 2 recps. Garage. Conservatory. Extended kitchen. 
UPVC. GCH. Cloaks/w.c. Southerly rear. 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


chris-davies.co.uk 


LETTINGS 

BARRY 

YMCA Woodlands Road - £450 pcm 

Ground floor 2 bed apartment 

Treharne Road - £525 pcm 

2 bed mid-link house - furnished 

RHOOSE 

Station Road - £395 pcm 

2 bed ground floor flat 


<§ 


Havant Close - £450 pcm 

Refurbished 2 bed first floor apartment 

Fontygary Road - £475 pcm 

Two bed first floor apartment with garden 

The Wheate Close - £500 pcm 

Unfurnished 2 bed link house 

Fonmon Park Road - £525 pcm 

Refurbished to high standard 
two bed house 

Picton Road - £550 pcm 

Unfurnished 2 bed semi with garage 

Castle Road - £650 pcm 

3 bed family home with parking 

Porfa Balias-£1250 pcm 

Executive 6 bed house 

Rhodfa’R Mor-£1450 pcm 

Executive 5 bed house with sea views 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 

Dwynwen - £500 pcm 

' ' ed 2 bed house 

Redwood Close Boverton - £500 pcm 

2 bed first floor flat 

ST ATHAN 

Scott Close - £475 pcm 

3 bed link house 

Pinewood Square - £475 pcm 

Unfurnished 2 bed house 

Wren Road - £475 pcm 

Unfurnished 2 bed house 

Shackleton Close - £550 pcm 

3 bed link house 

Burley Place - £475 to £625 pcm 

Selection of unfurnished 3 bed houses 
Please contact us for further information. 

CARDIFF 

Cardiff Road - £595 pcm 

Unfurnished 3 bed house 


LANDLORDS 

Quality tenants urgently require 
properties in Llantwit Major, 

St Athan and Rhoose. 

Tenant find only service or fully 
managed. Over 21 years local 
experience. ARLA qualified for 
peace of mind. 

Call Kate or Linda on 

01446 711900 

or email 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk 

chris-davies.co.uk/lettings 


Chris Davies residential sales & lettings 


chris-davies.co.uk 
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APPLICATION DEADLINE: 5:00PM 21 April 2010 


Q 


homes^ 


HOTLINE 

01446 709840 
01446 704316 


AMROTH COURT BARRY 


h*U F&rwc* 200557 

SototH lor a tarety 

• Twobednoom house 

• Guard heetng 

• ftsudn-gto* ng 

• GenSmu 

Runt r ns 43 pan aw* 

inrtorlng rhwtjmn 


COPPER FIELD COURT BARRY 


AMU WtWmm 1 LU;Y1?41 

M. for n pngl* pmon 
mm IS in need of 
adaption - no ptlt 

• One bedroom Ida 

• Ground loor from roar 
fV« foo Vcm car par* 

• Gas car fra * heenng 

• . 1 •. - ■; 

Rant (ta n per awa 
nclirtrg ww-»» rhvg* 


To apply call the hotline, e-mail us at 

HOMES4U6valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

or apply in writing to: 
Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Legal. Public Protection and Housing Department 
Civic Offices Holton Road. Barry CF63 4RU or 
Newydd Housing Association 
121 Broad Street. Barry CF62 7AL 


BOROUGH AVENUE BARRY 


BRECON COURT BARRY |2| 


CLOS YR HARSWR, BARRY 




M4U ffcfcmKU 202048 
Odtada for a famty 

• Th*te-be<room bouae 

• Central fuHRng 

• Dn.hla-d anr>3 

• Qaarden* 

Rent CaSN per mwI 
ndvuSIng untav cNirgeu 


M4UftotomtK* 20232? 



^5 • 2 x atudd apartments 
i| • Fin* foot framp Nctsieti 

• • f* <• j 

'Ni • Deo tin 
— • Atom A Wt^’ 

Rar«* tft l 33 per ami rac 
4 *r-i ATI9 ServatU Lfidqaa 



MU 1027710 

SueafcN lor apptcont* 
in find of adoption* 

• Treo-bucrocm fvauaa 

• Start ftsaocoss tfoMr 

• Um centra ‘mii'ij 

• Doudo gtoztog 

• Mur garcSan A :l*vtMv 
Runt m »8 pur ■*#« 

1 factoring aeruce charge 


DUNLIN COURT, BARRY 


DUNLIN COURT, BARRY 


FAIRQAKS, DIVAS POWYS 




ftAi'IMtiwr* 1040/40 

f dftabto for u gtojld 
person or qouR» 

• len hrrtmm ttrt 

• Secun! lotr 

♦ Qm Loot’d hautr-g 

♦ Double gazng 

Run! £72.37 per mw 

motoring tnrvacu rt*irg* 



J»TM r /A®eWwr»-«i \C\U17 

SdteMe for a oiugfo 


• Ten buTncm »tit 

• Fin* float 

♦ Gun outtlfd 'uilrg 

♦ Oxide guza'g 

Runt CT237 per *mm 

t nr: kjelng imtca rr*rg» 



H4U AfMWwnn* 731 riff 

Sot tor • uiffe puwn or 
OMptWOrat-nopRl 

♦ Ora -bednoom flat 
• 1 ■ ■ 

♦ C*r«raJ tiaullaiu 

♦ Doode g ur ng 

•Atom **d warden 

Runt CutlO pet wue*. tit 
nirm e*d miskh dunpe 


GREY5 DRIVE. LLANTWIT MAJOR ■ HADLEY HOUSE. PENARTM 


LALESTON CLOSE. BARRY 


LENNOX GREEN. BARRY 





H4U Re*w»oe 235057 

Suitable for a fonWy 

• Tliruu-ejut^uutTi Ikjum 

• C erf ml hertong 

• Oowbfe- 0 a&ng 

• Garden* 


Rent COS 00 per wee* 
Inducing water charge* 


n4U fkdmwt* 242660 

^ Sul lot i mg* peruon or 
ccud* cw 35 - no pats 

I • One-bectooom flat 
I • Fm* floor 
I ♦ Cenoral heat tog 

■ • Doddu gtaa/nq 
H ♦ Corrvnunff) alirm 
j Rent C7S26 pA octodrg 

I .4- 4j +41SKU diMpaa 



LONG MEADOW CT, COWBRIDGE 


AMD fttfieugnee 230203 

Suit, for u single person or 
couple over 60 - no peU 

• On* bedroom Nr 

• Ground toar 

• Centra heating 

• i 1 : • t.'i-#; 

• Alar" and wirdea 

Runt £M.62 pm t«Ju3e>g 


PLASSEY HOUSE. PENARTH 




NAUPW*e*K*2»4209 

Suitable for a family 

• Tfeuw-bwctoaurri Ikumi 
•Centnt Viefing 

• Doubto-glazing 

• Gadeos 

Runt CS7 32 per wee* 
•ndudtog water cfagss 


«Aj AfcAmrue 214471 



couple owwr 35 - no pels 

• O^e-bedroom flat 

• Ground floor 

• Ceoyal haattog 

• Dodde paa/ng 

• Co mm urn* alarm 
Rent €96.10 pw ecUkg 
warm afd aer%K« diarge* 


FEEDBACK 


Runt CT2 37 per« 

metodng service cf-ag? 


/AalWUMcv 241 j(3 ? 

SuAedu lor u Mngle 
person oeer 33 - uo pets 

♦ Stucto atom err 

♦ Fm* floor 

♦ Cunvd haattog 

♦ DouUm gtoimg 

♦ ComuHidty afarm 
Runt CM.21 per toduding 
sun ur>9 uervrcu ttoergeai 


RAMSEY ROAD. BARRY 


SEVERN AVENUE BARRY |2| 


TREHARNE ROAD, BARRY 



H4U RaNrtincu 222062 

Suitable for u fundy 

• Thtpe-budwm houue 

• Central beaing 

• Doufcto-daang 

• Qeitdet!* 

Rent £05.4* per uueK 
nducifi^ M4lw efurgeu 


You must be a H0MES4U member 
to appfy for any of tfveM homes. 

Whan bracing for mora tran one 
property you ml ba 8NuK5 to *1#* your 
order of preAeroooe Ail deaenphora 
and ofhgr dedal« aro gve»n m good 
taffi and are OofcoMed lo Do corrod 
Out any patently ierart 9houfd Mrttofy 
Ihomwtvw as lo Ibec corroclnow. 
Newfdd to a charitable houstog asaoemon 



MAC/AWWrro* 777700 

Sue lor »iuy» peruon or 
OCUlN CMOr SS - no PfN 

• 2 * o'd-boaoom Sat* 

• Rref floor 

• Cental heattog 

• Doddu gtoztog 

• Commundr alarm 
Rent CftL 14 pu- ndKlrg 
daem «rd aervrcu diargeei 



AMU Poto^nce 226561 


TY CERRIG BARRY 



n 4U MAnror UX*C*728 

SuOuNu ler a alepfei 
perecn oeer 56 

• One bodwm flat 

• Ground floor 

• Gae oem«af noattog 

• DoUfcfu gp/ng'perlortg 

• Commuro' pan) ere 

Rent C7E10 per aim I 

mcJudaiq luratoecftlrpe 


• Two todroomflat 

• 

• Cent*® •oaOrg 

• Double gloarg 
Runt EM.M per aaeei 


WINCHESTER CLOSE, BARRY 


AMU RaVwnre 226559 

Suita**# for e family 

• Tfreu basctoacrTi facuaea 

• Centr* *nettng 

• Doubto-gAazmg 

• Gardens 



1 Address 

Bad* 

Band 

Reg 

Aruern Rued 

121 

Odd 


CltHUawhsden 

117 

Gdd 

09DP/10 

Cto* Yr KKbwr 

161 

Gad 

tSOl.'fO 

Crppariefd Court 

20 

Sn« 

06137/* 0 

1 Dylan Cnesoed 

36 

Gdd 

KiOt’tO 

L ti.-i4.Ml' Aihijm 

46 

Gad 

25.131V 0 

Guatnog Cotft 

10 

Broare 

2>D?”0 

Harvey Street 

79 

Gdd 

27.B7,D6 

Havttepe Ot«u 

142 

Odd 

27.131/10 

Jenner Rood 

92 

Gdd 

IG'lGBe 

Mapeiaei Clauu 

123 

Odd 

11.1331)0 

Memon Dose 

61 

Gdd 

OW)?/»0 

i Merganser Court 

66 

Gdd 

21D2/10 

Pundnu Oiee 

34 

Gdd 

79tODQ 

| Ponuton Oose 

23 

S#*or 

24‘B 7/06 

Flofseie Lanu 

151 

Gdd 

07.B4.1XI 

St Garmon Road 

90 

Gdd 

»T)1/tC 

Wbivood Or Me 

62 

Star 

06.B1.B0 

Wllenei Crenrrent 

61 

Gdd 

tM17/tO 


Runt CM.49 per ■ 
'nck/dtog water chirpes 
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Easter celebrations at Oak Field Primary 
School had eggsacting task for the judges 


PUPILS at Oak Field Primary School, 
Barry, had a wonderful last day of term 
by holding their annual Easter hat 
parade. 

The standard of entries as usual was excel¬ 
lent, and judges found it very difficult to pick 
three winners from each year group who all 
received an Easter egg and certificate. 

Well done to all the pupils and their parents 
for all their hard work. 

SARAH DI TOMASO 
(Assistant headteacher) 
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ROUND TWO OF WELSH MASTERS’ EVENT 

Trophies for Cadoxton 
Tae Kwon Do pupils 



CADOXTON 
Schools of Tae 
Kwon Do continued 
their huild up to the 


Left to right: Back row - Ben Mort, Morganne Gomez Jones, Emily Stavert, Jon 
Hawkins. Middle row - Matthew Bennett, Charlotte Sullivan, Bradley 
Halford, Morgan Harrhy. Front row - Hayley Mattey, Lucy Newman, Ollie Tipples, 
Thomas Hay sham and Morgan Stavert Hawkins. Missing from the picture is Liam 

Rees. 

champion at the end of and Liam Rees - all took coming third in the pat- 
the series. first in light continuous terns, went on to take 

Once again, the stu- and second in point spar- second in point and sec- 
dents representing ring. ond in light continuous 

. Cadoxton did their Morgan Stavert sparring. After a hard- 
World Organisation instructors and parents Hawkins and Bradley fought men’s light con- 
of Martial Arts proud, bringing home 26 Halford took first place tinuous section, Jon 
Athletes (WOMAA) trophies between them. in point and second in Hawkins came away 
world game by com- Lucy Newman and light continuous spar- with a third place to go 
neting in the second ^ on Hawkins § ot c lub ring. Ollie Tipples and with his third in the 
H ® f . off to a good start, taking Morgan Harrhy were sec- men’s pattern section. 

01 a series OI Six t i~,j rc j pi aces j n the junior ond in point and third in Places are now avail- 

Welsh masters’ an d senior pattern sec- light continuous spar- able for beginners of all 

tournaments. tions. ring. Ben Mort and ages, Mondays and 

This time, the host for Successful in their Charlotte Sullivan took Wednesdays from 6pm at 

the day was David respective height cate- first in point sparring, the Victoria Park 
Tolcher. Points were gories were: Matthew with Hayley Mattey tak- Community Centre. For 
awarded to the first four Bennett, Emily Stavert, ing second in point spar- further information, ring 
places in each category, Thomas Haysham, ring. Ron Thomas on 01446 

resulting in a grand Morganne Gomez Jones Lucy Newman, after 406372. 


Barry RFC girls aim to be 
rugby trail-blazers in Wales! 



BARRY RFC has 
formed a girls’ 
team at under-12s 
level - the first in 
Wales! 

The team recently 
returned from their first- 
ever fixture against a 
team based in the Forest 
of Dean. The Barry girls 
were narrowly defeated 
by Drybrook, but trav¬ 
elled home from across 
the border full of excite¬ 
ment and a hunger for 
more. 

Coach Lisa Jordan 


said: “Many of the girls 
didn’t have much knowl¬ 
edge of rugby to begin 
with so we started the 
season with classroom 
sessions to teach them 
the rules. 

“They’ve worked 
really hard and to see 
them play their first 
match was amazing. 
They actually took the 
lead by scoring a try in 
the first 10 seconds, 
which was unbelievable! 
Although we ended up 
losing, we gave them a 
really good run for their 


CALLING ALL 
CLUB OFFICIALS! 

The GEM welcomes your match reports, 
and other club items of interest. 
Email them to: 

ggem @internet-today. co. uk 


money and we are look¬ 
ing forward to a return 
fixture.” 

There will be many 
more fixtures for the 
girls to enjoy next sea¬ 
son as teams across 
Wales are set to spring 
into action. 

However, Barry RFC 
will always be the first, 
and the Vale Council 
rugby development offi¬ 
cer Matt Silva said: “I 
was asked last year if 
there were any projects 
that I would like to get 
under way after new 
funding became avail¬ 
able from the Sports 
Council for Wales. 

“It came at a time 
when local residents had 
asked if we could start a 
girls’ rugby team in the 
Vale. The project took 
off and it has been 
steadily growing for the 


LEFT: 

Barry Rugby 
Club’s under-12 
girls’team recently 
played their first- 
ever fixture 
against Drybrook 
in the Forest 
of Dean. 


past 12 months.” 

Matt added: “This is a 
great start for the girls 
and it will be exciting 
for them to test them¬ 
selves in more matches 
next season. Some of the 
girls will move up next 
year to form an under- 
15s squad, while new 
players are invited to 
come along and train 
with both age groups.” 

Any girls aged from 
10 up to 15 are welcome 
to train with the club on 
Sunday mornings 
(10.15am-12noon) on 
Barry Island beach, and 
Tuesday evenings (7pm- 
8pm) at the rugby club. 
Both training sessions 
will continue through the 
summer. To find out 
more, telephone Lisa 
Jordan on 07854 
146075. 


At last, warm weather for 
Cottrell Park competitors 


ON April 1, Cottrell 
Park ladies were 
lucky with the 
weather, which 
remained dry dur¬ 
ing their 12-hole 
Easter Texas scram¬ 
ble. 

It was won by Tina 
Morgan, Sara Williams, 
Brenda Margetts and 
Norma Fryer with a net 
45.6. In second place 
were Viv Fisher, Patricia 
Haines, Liz Overton and 
Andrea Caines (net 47.9) 
and in third were Elaine 
Mais, Marion 

Stephenson and Jenny 
McGlyne (net 49.1). 

An Easter lunch was 
enjoyed by all following 
the competition, and the 
prizes were presented by 
Lorraine Pointon-Bell, 
the ladies’ captain. 

The ladies winter 
league and winter eclec¬ 
tic results were 
announced and the tro¬ 
phies presented to Tessa 
Matthews (winter 
league) and Jenny Knott 
(winter eclectic). 

On Easter Monday, a 
mixed Texas scramble 
was played and this was 
won by the team of 
Jenny and Edward Knott, 
Sara Williams and Dil 
Alexander. 

CB 



Easter Monday winners: Jenny and Edward Knott, 
Sara Williams and Dil Alexander. 



Tessa Matthews, 
Winter League trophy. 


Young Dylan 
leads out the 
Cardiff Blues 



ABOVE: Dylan with Blues 
captain Paul Tito. 


ONE young rugby 
fan from Llantwit 
Major had a big 
thrill recently when 
he was the official 
mascot at a Cardiff 
Blues game. 

Dylan Thomas (aged 
five) was mascot at the 
Cardiff Blues match on 
Mother’s Day when 
Cardiff played 

Gloucester in the LV 
Cup semi-final. 

Young Dylan led the 
team onto the pitch, 
shadowing the Blues 
captain, second row for¬ 
ward Paul Tito. 

It was a shock to 
Dylan, who had insisted 
before the match that 
nobody could be taller 
than his grand-dad! 

Dylan had his face 
painted with the Blues 
logo, was given a Cardiff 
Blues shirt and taken 
into the dressing room. 

He also went into the 
press conference room, 
sat on the chair and had a 
pretend press confer¬ 


ence. Many more photos 
were taken on that 
momentous day, and 
Dylan also had his photo 
in the programme, with a 
small write up about his 
hobbies and where he 
attends school. 

His Nan, Elaine, told 
The GEM: “Dylan’s dad 
and grand-dad, and other 
family members all went 
to the game, and we 
were supplied with com¬ 
plimentary tickets for the 
day. 

“His favourite Blues 
player is Llantwit’s 
Dafydd Hewitt.” 

The only thing that 
could not be arranged 
was a Blues win - and 
Gloucester did leave 
Dylan feeling “gutted”, 
for a while. 

His Nan said: “We, as 
a family, would like to 
thank all those in the 
Cardiff Blues who made 
Dylan's day very special, 
it was also a fantastic 
Mother’s/Nana’s day 
present, and one that we 
will never forget.” 


Jenny Knott, Winter Eclectic trophy. 



ABOVE: 

April 1 winners: Sara Williams, Brenda 
Margetts, Norma Fryer. 


Success for 
netball teams 


BARRY B netball 
team, who have 
been playing in 
division six in the 
local Cardiff and 
Vale league, ended 
their season with 
another good win 
over M J Movers B 
by 26-6. 

This season has been 
their best so far and they 
will finish third in the 
division, and have been 
a credit to Barry Netball 
Club. 

They have not had a 
regular training session 
throughout the season 
and their ages range 
from 13-18. 

Captained by Amber 
Pringle, the team has 
shown great maturity. 

Thanks go to Alison 
and Julia, two mums 
who have helped keep 
score, and a special 
thank you to Sara Hardy, 
who has umpired each 
week, which is a real 
commitment. 


The Barry A team also 
finished third in Division 
five, and have had a 
great season, captained 
by Rachel Hewitson. 

The club is now field¬ 
ing six teams - four in 
junior leagues and two 
in the adult league. 

This is down to the 
dedication of the coach¬ 
es and the co mmi tment 
from the players and 
their parents. 

The teams will now 
go on to compete in the 
summer leagues and net- 
ball adult sessions will 
be arranged on a Sunday 
evening from the end of 
April. 

Anyone wishing to 
come along and join in 
will be more than wel¬ 
come. 

For more information 
for junior or adult sec¬ 
tions ages 8 years + 
please contact Sara 
Hardy on 01446 733556 
or me on 01446 749965. 

Linda Rees 
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DOIN'//*) 





ARE YOU READY FOR 

DIGITAL? . 


FREE ESTIMATES 
SAME DAY SERVICE 

• Oomottic & Co**n«rcial 

• Oitcourvts For 0*p* 

• 24 Hour 7 Oojrft Strvtco 

• 12 Moot* OwirirvlH 

• Digital Aoriat* Supply And 
FitMd And Ad|o«tod 

• Digital SwttcAovcr Sptcoi5ts 

• RDI Approved InctaNort 


I IFlk i 

i 





VALE DIGITAL 

AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 
DIGITAL AERIAL SPECIALIST 

Freeview & Freesat specialist 
Sky & Freesat HD systems installed 
LCD & Plasma wall brackets supplied & fitted 

Tel: Tim on 01446 791189 • 
OIII 220 0399 anytime 

Competitive prices • Free Estimates • 7 Day Service 

COVERING ALL AREAS 


Ftanma Wall Mount* 
A Midden Cable 
Specialists 


Vale of Glamorgan 01446 439 306 Bridgend 01656 349 281 

LIMITED OFFER 

• Sky • HO Systems FftCK • wftfc No HO Subscription 
• EXISTING Sty cuotomr upgrading to Sky ♦ HO System 
* No IwkiidplQii tor HO ONLY Cl QSjOO • FREE NmM totlaltodNi 


Mw 


www.onevisionl1d.co.uk 


Digital Aerial & 7 ] 

Satellite Services J 


• Esfabished 1980 • Registered digital installers 

• Digital switch over specialists 


Digital aerials. Sky Plus or Sky HD installed, 
repaired or adjusted at competitive prices, 
with discounts for OAPs 


For a free estimate, advice, or any rT 7 *l 

service, call Colin Williams on U1 5 1 1 a I I ^ | 

FREEPHONE 0800 317536 


dtaKal|Vl TVAERIAL& 

5 !- 1 SATELLITE SERVICES 

iu, Ia/Mcms 

REGISTERED INSTALLER 

Reg.No 18264754 

Sky dish fully installed £45 

(Inclusive of parts & labour) 

Aerials from £40 
Repairs from £25 
25clears Mpermce, 

www.tvaerialandsatelliteservices.co.uk 



Tel: 07778 737161 


MEGARAY AERIAL & 
SATELLITE SERVICES 


(over 38 years experience). I 1 1 
WE INSTALL ALL TYPES OF |ll| 
DIGITAL EQUIPMENT: 

FreeSat HD, FreeView boxes, PVRs, 
Digital Aerials at competitive prices. 
Sky+HD Free & Free Fitting - HD subscription not required 


Tel: 0800 980 4181 • 07966 283002 


iJJj.rj'k 3 JjjJ 'jiij’inlfjs 


solar create the mood.., 



0 Digital Aerials 
% Repairs & Upgrades 
% Local Engineer 
% Affordable Prices 
% Reliable Service 
% OAP Discounts 
% Free Home Visits 

Barry 01446 439124 
07818 413 451 

www.theaerialman.tv m ■ 



^•Digital 

Aerials 

FreeView local Barry switchover specialists. 
Special offer for 2 rooms or 
more with high gain aerial 

For friendly advice, contact 

Tel Adrian Whitlow on 
01446 747875/07999 331160 


www.lst-digitalaerials.com 


BLINDS 
AWNINGS 
I WINDOW FILM 


S 01656 663800 24 

sales@solarsunshades.co.uk www.solarsunshades.co.uk ^monthly 
North Road, Bridgend Ind. Est, BRIDGEND CF31 3TP interest free 

(‘Interest free available, details on request, subject to status) payments 


Barry Aerials 

Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

; ' _ Poor Reception Fixed 

• OAP Discounts 

• Additional TV Points 
Digital Aerial Installations 

• Free Home Visits 

• Freesat Installations 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 



Bui* 


Architectural 
Plans Drawn 

• Extensions 

• Loft Conversions 

• Garages etc. 

Competitive rates, 
help & advice given. 
Free onsite survey. 

Tel: Dave on 

07759 384884 

planspeople @ aol .com 



lanrcn ©affOataQ 



ir* i e Di iune B. W. Construction 

VALb BI IN esjudl and Property Maintenance 


SALE NOW ON 


Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 
Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 
Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 
Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 
Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 




• GENERAL BUILDING 

• BRICKLAYING 

• CARPENTRY & JOINERY 

•PATIOS AND BLOCK PAVING 
• DECKING AND 

• KITCHEN FITTING 

GARDEN DESIGN 

• PLASTERING 

• ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING 

24 HOUR CALL OUT 

For the professional touch, phone for free estimate with no obligation 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 


No sales people, no middle man, no problem 
01446 713814 07742 572731 


R.J.T 

■ plastering 

21^& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass 
Roofs 

Best Possible Prices 
For a free Estimate 

01446 402115 
or 07920 195775 
or 07760 617915 


• »| vr.iiji * up tc MS iff Y 

—<i 1i —no IMG 

■ Fait, tocai eaty wrvke • MM b Httvq 


1 " -. ' , '* • • •• )•: 


c#a aoa rca • mt *> (».orn «man«or 

0800 916 6563 

Um o#h I Mmtom mm m*u to im n MOi 
era HtA 


Hillarys 


BUND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEW SHOWROOMS' UNIT3&4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 



FIRST CLASS 
ARTEXING 

All patterns available, 
also coving and paper 
hanging service. 
Free estimates 

Tel: Mark 
01656 744966 
Mobile: 07788 738074 


CONSTRUCTION 

Gary Richards 

• New Build 

• Extensions 

• Renovations 

T: 01656 674009 
M: 07815 730480 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

^ Barry 
742928 

* Extensions 

* Grant Work 

* Roofs 

* Conservatories 

* Patio/Drives 

»Fibreglass Flat Roofs 
Estimates Free 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 
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DON’T MOVE EXTEND!! 


GRABit 

PLANT HIRE LTD 
GROUND WORK, BUILDING & MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS 

327a Vale Enterprise Centre, Hayes Road, Sully 

Many design and build packages available from that small 
extension to the larger one which makes your house a 
dream home. 

Driveways/ Footpaths/Patios/Garden Walls 
Insurance Repair Work - No job too big or small 

MINI DIGGER & DRIVER FOR HIRE 
@£200 PER DAY + VAT 

18 ton load of inert material grab collected @ £140 per load 
14 ton load of inert material grab collected @ £120 per load 
1-7 ton load of inert material grab collected @ £80 per load 

+ VAT on all prices 

From repair work to complete construction. For friendly 
advice and a free quotation phone Wendy or Byron on: 

SULLY 01446 700535 

EMAIL: wendy@grab-it.org 


Est 1949 

General Builders & 
Property Maintenance 
Specialists 

Roofing, Fascias & 
Gutters, Plastering, 
Carpentry, Decoration, 
Renovations & Extensions 
Free Estimates 

Tel. 01446 737291 


Cesspit and Septic 
Tank Clearance 

Domestic and trade 
enquiries welcome 

Unbeatable prices 
Phone: 01656 862414 
Mobile: 07779 255639 


<i»rnr»mc-ig Saj-yjaas 


G Burniston 

General Builder/ 
Carpenter 

No job too small. 

29 years in the trade. 

Tel. 01446 403094 
Mobile: 07773 218077 


LOFT 

CONVERSION 

SPECIALIST 

35 years experience 

Call Alan on 
01446 721802 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 

Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


PC slow? Got a vims? 
Lost your data? 

Call 

ACM Computing 

on 07514 315188 

25 years experience. 
Personal service. 

No fix, no fee. 


L&L 


Carpentry & 
Building Services 


• Roofing • Kitchens 

• Doors • Windows 

• Grant Work 

• Decorating 

No job too small 


01446 420596 or 
07896 344578 


DAVID KAY 
PLASTERING 

Internal/External 

Skimming over Artex 
12ft x 6ft only £89 

Insurance approved 

Fully Insured, Coving, 
Tiling, Painting, 

Repointing 
Damp Proofing 

01446 732946 
07921 439749 


Computer Problems? 


crystal-It 

»rrv4Ul-«nvifc - 



***cnvU 
Home visits 
Evenings and weekends available 

01446 700885 

Computer HELP wfun you need IT 



Carpet - 
Vinyl Fitting 
Service 


CALL TIM JENKINS ON 


07788 714352 
01446 750331 


VRLE CARPETS 

t/uit corner to- <fOcc 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 






Home Master Plus 

Carpet & Oven Cleaning 


‘We Guarantee to beat any quote” 

Carpets cleaned from £25 
Ovens cleaned from £45 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
- Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


m i- Debit/Credit Cards accepted 

W W Freephone 0800 0432 790 


www.homemasterplus.co.uk 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CLEANING SERVICES 


Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
Average Carpet £35 3-Piece Suite £70 
DIY Hire Service V 2 Day £10, 24 hours £15 
- FREE DELIVERY- 

Tel. Llantwit Major 796227 



HD Computer 
Solutions 


■ All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


Menzies 
Carpentry Services 


DIALA 

CARPENTER 


07788455656 
01446 719500 


• KITCHENS SUPPLIED 
& FITTED 

■ BESPOKE FURNITURE 

■ DOORS 

• DECKING • FENCING 

Portfolio • References 




If its wood- 
we're very 


1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


• Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 

• One price - No extras. 

• Pet Odour/Stain Removal 

• Protective Treatments 

• Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 

01446 737695 
07930 157952 


Promote your 
business with 

The GEM 

reaching Penarth 
to Porthcawl 


01446 760104 or 
07917 102766 - Mark 



f£|k GARAGE 
KSIK DOOR 

mUPp services 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


Specialists in TOCn _ 

all aspects of axra maZ/rte-zra/rce- 

pvc-u Windows, Doors and Conservatories. 
Also available Repairs and maintenance 
Guardian Locksmith Qualified. 

For your free estimates, call 

01656 788403 W 
07966 025287 



I COLES 
1 SERVICES 
I LTD 

ID&R& 

■for ALL YOUR PROPERTY NEEDS 

• UPVC Windows and 
Doors & Garage Door 
Repairs and Installations. 

• Windows Misted Up? 

• Broken Locks/handles/ 
hinges replaced 

01446 790230 
07939 475736 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


Window ree UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


NOW 
APPROVED 


It's Quality that counts!! 

Doors & Windows 
Double Glazing 
Conservatories 
Fascia & Guttering 

UPVC REPAIRS 
& MAINTENANCE 

Office: 

01656 865191 

Mobile: 

, 0791 808 48 80, 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


i ~mm\ 


I Washing Machines Electric 
L j Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 
SERVICING 

Service centre for most 
leading makes of TV, Video, 
Hi-Fi & Camcorders. 

Installations carried out. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


Kitchens • Flooring • Stairs 
Tiling • Alterations • Decking 

Call 0800 1357574 
Peter 07749 617322 


R.J.B. 

Electrical Contractors 


formerly Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 
All electrical installation works 
carried out. 

Emergency call-out, re-wires, 
sockets, lights, Security. 

Tel 01446 792468 
01446 772468 

07885 347642 ■ Approved Contractor 


■ 

* m|i 

^ I 


National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 




ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 

| Washing Machines, Cookers, Fridges, Freezers, | 

Cleaners, Tumble Dryers etc 



K. WATKINS 

iJOSTl 

| 

Electrical Services 

\W\ 


Bridgend 650723 




LAING 


Electrical 
Services 

Domestic, 

Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms 

Design, Installation, Maintenance 

N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 

Competitive prices 

St Athan 751033 
Mobile 07980 712777 


A 

I 11 I Installer 
l_I Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail. co. uk 


REPAIR SHOP 

Domestic Appliance Repairs & Spares 
Refurbished Appliances On Sale 

Repairs and spares for 

• WASHING MACHINES 

• COOKERS 
TUMBLE DRYERS 
FRIDGE/FREEZERS 
VACUUM CLEANERS 

All makes including 

HOTPOINT - CREDA - 
_ CANDY-HOOVER- /' 
ZANUSSI-INDESIT (/fi 

ocal 08456 
804 806 
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Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 


^!Domestic and 

UPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering 

01446 771137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


|D.GULLIVER ft 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


• All Internal & External Work 
9 No Job too Small 
9 25 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile; 07800 652608 


Ray Price 

Painting & 
Decorating 

30 Years Experience 
All Work Guaranteed 
FREE ESTIMATES 

S 01656 864482 


Brian flttley 

DECORATORS 

Interior & Exterior 
Including Coving & Tiling 
Free Estimates 

Please telephone 

RHOOSE 

01446 711817 


I 1 I I I PAINTING & 
Ik- I DECORATING 
SERVICES 

Exterior/Interior. 
Gutters Cleaned. 

Free Quotes. 
Clean tidy worker. 
All insurance work 
undertaken. 
FULLY INSURED 
01446 772702 
07505 979078 
Weekend calls welcome 
www.nhdecorating.co.uk 



^n3S3HSEni0niDO^ 








W. A. Brown & Son 

Funeral Directors 


Contactable 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

• Funeral pre-payment plans • Memorial masonry 

Llantwit Major 01446 792489 

f~\ Pembroke House, 

_lL College Street fp 


Drivi 


Uiiiotia®® 


6 


Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £9.50 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• Trailer Towing Training 

• Instructor Training 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


LANEWISE ^ 
DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hrs for £25.50 
First 10 hrs from £120 
For Total Beginners 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 


SUNNYSIDE 

School of Motoring 
Dot, ADI, RoSPA 
(Gold Award) 

Pass Plus Registered. 
Punctual, patient & reliable 
instruction. Pick-up Service. 
Theory tuition if required. 

Tel. (01656) 658108 
Mobile: 07968 230465 


©aceto SotO ©os 


RIVERIER 


Horticultural m 

Tel: 01446 775602 Fax: 01446 773476 
www.riverlea.co.uk 


(0Husqvama 




GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


II ip Plastering 
Wit I Services 


'I c t ATT Locksmith & 

T Carpentry Services 

Reliable, Trustworthy and Efficient 

Lockout Services, Lock Upgrades, Double Glazing 
Repairs, Window Filming, Access Control, 
Security Shutters, Free Security Surveys. 

Tel. 01446 743193 
Mobile: 07825 566626 (24 hours) 

All operatives are CRB police checked and 
all carry photo ID cards at all times. 

Accredited members of 
National Network of Approved Locksmiths 

www.nnal.co.uk 



All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Cal! now for free quote. 
Tel. 01656 729655 
07915 390029 



DC'P(umhnt) 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

— ■ 

04499 911971 

orn m 9019 


Vale Removals 
& Deliveries 


• Removals 

• Deliveries 

• House Clearance 
FREE QUOTATIONS 


02920 710039 
07968 056822 

www.valeremovalsanddeliveries.com 


07507 
994905 
01446 
I 420979 


CG 


PLASTERING 

Specialist 


Electrical • Plumbing 
Carpentry • Trees 
Hedges • Grass • Cutting 

No job too small, free 
quotes, friendly advice. 
Prices from £15. 

Tel: 01446 420059 
07980 063087 


SAFETY FIRST 

HEATING & PLUMBING 
Service, maintenance 
& Installation 
07773 479797 
07828 185034 
www.safetyfirstgas.co.uk 

Celtic Plumbing 
and Heating ^ 

Corgi registered gas installers 
All aspects of plumbing and 
heating work undertaken. 

01446 732 145 
LA 07973 785 339 
07956 887 536 




Bridge 
Vale 
Tree Services 


Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELUNG, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 




• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 

Call Paul on 01446 
736525 or 07815 319427 

WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Same D, 

Rubbish 


All types of rubbish 
removed. Houses, Garages, 
Gardens cleared. 
Prices start from only £10. 
All areas covered. 


FASTER & CHEAPER 
THAN SKIPS 


I Contact Steve or Sarah on 

01656 8651 16 or 
07980 625116 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 


01446 

794266 


24 HR DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
01446 740176 • 07876 506982 


Promote your business with 

The GEM 

reaching Penarth to Porthcawl 


ViRLE JET WASHING 

— Driveway & Patio Cleaning — 

Also conservatories & UPVC facias. 

For a professional and reliable service 
call Gareth for a free quotation on 

01446 794134 or 07795 363175 

OAP Discount 


Dave The Gas 

All heating and plumbing 
work undertaken, free 
estimates, no job too small 

Tel: 07779 
598844 

or 01446 & 


421006 



Stables • Field Shelters • Kennels 
• Play Houses • Log Cabins 


Ashdown Sheds 


Timber Framing • Potting Sheds Garages • 
Show Jumps • Hay stores 
Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

www.ashdown-group.com e-mail: info@ashdown-group.com 


S Middleton & Son 


ROOFING SPECIALISTS 

We cover all aspects of roofing including 
a 24 hour emergency call out service 

□ Slating □ uPVC Fascia’s & Guttering 
□ Tiling □ EPDM Rubberised Flat Roofing 

20 year guarantee and 50 year life expectancy 

Tel: 01656 720551 or 07973 488806 anytime 
www. smiddletonroofingspecialists. co. uk 


Landscaping 
& Carpentry 




House & 
Garden Services 


iComplete Garden Services^ 

C FENCING • DECKING • TREES FELLED, HEDGES ' 
AND LAWNS • WALLS, PATHS AND PATIOS 

Telephone: 01446 419428 
or 07765 611753 


Ml JVr)P j|4 

,<■«» Maintenance 

For your property and garden needs 
• Fencing • Paths • Patios • Turfing 
• Hedge, Shrub & Tree Trimming & Removal 
• Lawns Laid & Cut 
• Gutter & Fascia Cleaning 
• Power Washing & Garden Clearance 
Sensible free quotes, OAP discounts, 
Fully Insured/References 


Call Nathan 01446 773935/07773 992704 


LAWNS. HEDGES. DECKING 
FENCING. PATIOS. PAVING 

Portfolio Available 


Contact Tony on 

07546 086716/01446 750698 


D® GARDEN & 
^LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 


fir, 


22 years of trading 

^OOFIIHG 

All aspects of Roofing & UPVC 

Check out our prices @ www.cfrroofing.co.uk 
Unit 24, Vale Business Park, Llandow CF71 7PF 

01446 775145 



Fairfax & Glover Roofing 


• Slating • Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 

EST. OVER 25 YEARS 

Tel 01443 223666 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 
07765377263 


ROOFING 

more on next page 


G. J. GILL 

Your local Plumber 

• Plumbing Repairs • Additional Radiators 

• Bathrooms & Tiling • No Job too small 

• ESTIMATES FREE • 

Tel: (029 20) 513742 Dinas Powys 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

h 07815 097994 24hrs, or 01446732167 

Combination Boiler 
Specialist 

Annual Boiler Service only £40 

Boiler Breakdowns • Central Heating 
Installations • Cookers • Bathroom Suites 
• Showers • Towel Radiators 
• Free landlord/homeowner 
Safety Certificate with every service 
All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 
Fast, Friendly Service ~ 



M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503: 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured' 



[^^DOUGFIELD 

% 

DROP IN 


BATHROOM, HEATING 
BATHROOMS & PLUMBING 

- SUPPLIES 

22 Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, Cardiff Road 
CF63 2BE 

Tel: 01446 701808 • Fax: 01446 721022 
Unit 1-New Street, Bridgend Industrial Estate 
CF31 3UD 

Tel: 01656 650050 • Fax: 01656 650550 

BATHROOMS - SHOWERS - PLUMBING/HEATING 
EXTENSIVE SHOWROOMS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 



J.W. BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS 


• MODERN & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS FITTED • 


• All aspects of floor 
and wall tiling 
Bespoke bathrooms made 
and installed 

Wall mounted WC’s sinks etc 
Tiled bath panels • Carpentry 
Plastering • Electrical 
Repairs and Maintenance 
Sensible rates and costs 
Free quotes • OAP discounts 

Tel: 01446 745952 
02920 515863 


S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING 
INSTALLATIONS 

IMU. IH- I 

• Boiler Installation Specialists 

• Servicing • Bathroom Installation 

• Gas Safety Certification 


01446 734733 • 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 































































































































































































30 - THE GEM 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 



ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 



FLAT ROOFING 


South Wales' leading supplier 
& installer of EPDM rubber. 

Tel: 01656 728793 or 
24hrs 07790 823525 


Promote your 
business with 

The GEM 

reaching Penarth 
to Porthcawl 


SILVEY ROOFING 


■ 


New Roofs/Repairs 
UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Tel: 01446 404838 


s 


RTLEWIS BUILDERS Estiaas 

We specialise in Complete Home 
Refurbishment, Maintenance and Repairs 

• Roofing • Extensions 

• Plastering • Plumbing 

• Electrical Work 

Brickwork, Kitchens & Bathrooms 

Insurance and Council Approved 

‘Great advice when you need it most’ 

Vale of Glamorgan & Barry 01446 439 308 



c r vaaamg] 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialist s A 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 @ 


(after 6pm) 


(anytime) 




< -PujjJlis .A us Hoi] 



Auction - Saturday 15th May at 12 noon 
at the Copthorne Hotel, 
Culverhouse Cross, Cardiff 


Freehold Vacant Hotel for Refurbishment with 
Planning Permission for Conversion to 18 Flats 
plus 4 New Build Apartments. Guide £200,000. 


Royal Hotel, Barry Road, Cadoxton, 



Good position close to the town centre. 
Permission for conversion to 18 flats. 

4 new build apartments. Off street parking. 
All enquiries to the selling agents: 

KivellsTel - 01566 776886 
Email - simon.alford@kivells.com 


Thursday, April 15th, 2010 




We are looking for an 
enthusiastic person to join 
our busy sales team selling 
our wood burning stoves 
and kitchens. 

The job involves dealing with customers on the phone 
and in the showroom, conducting on site surveys and 
producing layouts and estimates. Experience would be 
beneficial, but training will be given. 

Salary and benefits negotiable. 

Please send CV to: Managing Director, 
Topstak, Unit 42, Vale Business Park, ^ 
Cowbridge CF71 7PF. 

EmaikChristian.pedersen 
@topstak.co.uk 


i Topstak 


St. Illtyd’s Day Nursery 

Requires one 
FULLTIME 

NURSERY NURSE 

and one 

NURSERY NURSE 

for MATERNITY COVER 
NNEB or NVQ level 3 
equivalent 

Closing date 4 May 2010 

Please contact 
Angharad/Tricia on 
01446 790178 



ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 


THE 

BEECH TREE 
INN 

Culverhouse Cross 

requires 

Fully-Qualified 
Chef de Partie 

Must have own transport. 
Competitive salary 
commensurate with 
experience. 

029 2059 3106 


Possible 2 evenings 
a week for aged lady 
living in Cowbridge. 
Suit mature person, 
possibly retired nurse 
01446775986 


LOST 

Silver Heart 
Locket & Chain 

in either Llantwit 
Major or Bridgend 
on 5 March 2010 

Please contact: 

07866 732709 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 

BEST CASH 
PRICES given for I 

ALL METALS 
& SCRAP 
VEHICLES 

FRAZER METALS, BARRY 

01446 732222 
07895 467000 

CASH GOLD | 

£6.75 per gram - 9 carat 
£13.50 per gram -18 carat 

Trade Approved Scales 
Police checked buyer 


Sell your gold in the 
privacy of your own home 


01446 719247 


GOLD WANTED 
(also Silver) 
FOR CASH 
& Old Watches 

Send to: 

Dragon’s Treasure House 
PO BOX 81, Llantwit Major, 
Vale of Glamorgan 
CF719BR 

01446 796100 or call in at 
Gift Gallery, Commercial St, 
Llantwit Major, 01446 
795454. 


All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£100 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 598762 
07816 172933 

Promote your 
business with 

Time 

GEM 

reaching Penarth 
to Porthcawl 


ScrapMetais 

WE BUY: 

• COPPER • CARS 

• BRASS • VANS 

• LEAD • LORRIES 

• STAINLESS • ALL SCRAP 

• ALUMINIUM METAL 

• WIRE & CABLE Etc. 

Cash Paid £££££ 

Up to £3.90 per kilo given for Copper 
TURN YOUR OLD METAL INTO CASH 

CALL: Ol 446 701707 



Have a Great Birthday. 

Lots of Love, Hugs and Kisses, 

I Mum, Dad, Joe and all the family. | 


ILLS 

th 


LUCY Mil 

APRIL 19th 

Congratulations 
on becoming 
a teenager 

HAVE A LOVELY DAY 

from Mum, Charlotte 
and all the family 

XXX 


Theo Morgan 

V Our Special Little Man 

^ Happy 1st Birthday 
Darling 

V on 15th April, 2010 

Love you always. Hugs and Kisses 
Mummy & Daddy 
and all the family 



| Happy 18th Birthday 

(KELLY JAMES 

on 17th April, 2010 

Lots of love, Grandad, 

Sue, Paul, Nicole & Cameron, 
Russell, Lloyd & Ben, 

|David, Dawn, Natalia & Bradleyj 

v v v 


TOUT ] 

/CARAVAN \ 
Trecco Bay, 
PORTHCAWL 

Sea views, 2 bed, 4 berth. 
Freeview TV, BBQ. 
Contact Mr Bowen 

Tel: 07974 574181 


Cornish 

Fisherman’s 

Cottage 

Sleeps 4, stunning 
views, 200 yards 
from beach. 

Tel: 01446 790306 
Price from 
£200 per week 

www.lcliffcottage.co.uk 


'Y-'T-'T-'T'-T-'T-'T-'l 

HAPPY ^O.vA 
GOLDEN J 
WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY ] 

16th April 2010 A 
Eva and John A 

MacDONALD ^ 

All our love, Jeanette, j 

i Gail, Jonny and Jane T 
and all the -J 

grandchildren^ , 

X X XX J D T 

EVANS 

Sarah Marguerite 

Died peacefully at Llandough Hospital on 
April 3, Sallie of St Osyth Court, Barry. 

Dearly beloved wife of the late Bryn Hamer Evans, 
joyful mother of Nerys and Gareth, mother-in-law 
of Ted Egan and Margaret Evans, loving grandmother 
of David and Michael. 

Resting at A.G. Adams & Son, Tynewydd Funeral 
Home, Gladstone Road, Barry, until the private funeral 
on Friday April 16. A memorial service in celebration of 
Sallie’s life with be held at the Tabernacle Chapel, 
Holton Road, Barry, on Sunday, April 18 at 11.00am. 
No flowers by request, donations to the NSPCC. 


NEWBERY, Lewis 


of Llantwit Major died 
8th April 2010 at the 


1 peacefully c 
Princess of Wales 


\pr 

Hospital, the dearly loved husband of Terry 
and father to Simon and Debbie. 
Funeral service in Coychurch Crematorium 
on Wednesday 21st April at 2.45pm. 
Family flowers only, but donations may be 
made to East Abertawe Bro Mor University 
NHS Trust (Princess of Wales Hospital) 
c/o the Funeral Directors W.A. Brown & Son, 
Tel 01446 792489 


WILLIAMS 

On 5 April, suddenly but peacefully at home in 
Worthing, Connie, aged 87, late of Aberthin. 
Beloved wife of the late John, loving mother of 
Jonny and the late Suzanne, cherished nan of 
Hannah, Nathan and great-grandson Jenson, and 
dearly loved sister of Maureen. 

Funeral at Worthing Crematorium on 23 April at 
1.40pm. Family flowers only but donations at 
Connie’s request please to The Meningitis Tmst, 
Sophia House, 28 Cathedral Road, Cardiff CF11 9LJ 
or online at www.meningitis-tmst.org 


THOMAS, James 

It is with sadness we announce the passing of 
James Thomas of Llantwit Major on 9th April, 2010. 

Beloved son of Ken and Maureen Thomas, brother 
of Alexandra (Peter) and Allan (Beverley); 
and father to Alice and Gemma. 

Funeral service in St Illtud’s Church, Llantwit Major 
on Thursday, 22nd April, 2010 at 10am. 

Flowers may be sent to W.A. Brown & Son, 
College Street, Llantwit Major. 


Pi® [•)©[% 


Small Starter 
Units For Rent 

Barry area. 
Three available. 

Tel: 01446 721168 
or 07813 134123 

Reasonable rates 


jorm} 

BARRY 

TOWN CENTRE 

Rooms available 
in shared house. 
Starting from 
£55 per week 
DSS accepted 

Tel: 07896 013563 


Public Notice 


MR PETER 
LEACH 

of Barry. 
Please contact 
Ian Hardy 
regarding your 
boat. 

01446735536 



QUIRE 

arry Area\ 

Professionals only. ^ 
Short term considered 

£80 per week 

(incl. bills except phone) 

Tel: 01446 746656 
07853 294586 
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CARDIFF & THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN SCHOOLS 
AA WELSH SPORTSHALL FINALS 


Unlucky George misses 
out on Welsh record 

I 



w 



Members of the Cardiff & the Vale Schools team, including Izzy Eddy-Williams 
(Cowbridge) enjoyed taking part in the Welsh Sportshall finals. 


these finals, the selectors (Cowbridge) 79 [4 Laps 
opted to include him in -63.0 (16); Shot-6.79m 
the 2 laps and high jump (30); Vertical Jump - 48 
competitions. He com- (33); 41st Miriam 
peted well in both events, Bennett (Cowbridge) 44 
but had to settle for silver (4 Laps - 62.2 (18); Shot 

medals. - 5.40m (16); Standing 

To add to the disap- Long Jump - 1.73m (10); 

pointment, he was 4x2 Laps relay - 4th - 

allowed to compete as a 1:46.2 (50); 8 Lap 

non-scoring athlete in the Paarlauf - 5th - 1:59.7 

standing long jump, and (40). 
produced a best leap of Under-13 girls - 

2.62 metres, a distance Team: - 3rd (537): Izzy 
. ... . which would have been Eddy-Williams 

? r °and S 8) U and r under-Hi good enough t0 win and ( Cowbrid g e ) 54 ( 4 La P s 

/ ana S) ana unaer to been a new Welsh age _ 6th _ 59 0 (2 2); 

3up best. Standing Long Jump - 

The Cowbridge duo 1st - 2.27m (32); 

mum of'two Tndividual gained a further medal, a Annabel Curie 

events - one track and br ° nze ' ln the 4 x 2 la P s Cowbridge) 14 

relay. (Standing Triple Jump - 

There was a second 10th - 5.72m (14); 4 x 2 

gold medal for Laps relay - 2nd - 1:48.2 she too was the fourth 


THERE were mixed 
fortunes for the nine 
Vale pupils who 
competed for the 
Cardiff & the Vale 
Schools team at the 
recent Aviva Welsh 
Sportshall Finals at 
Cwmbran Stadium. 

The competition is a 
team event for the eight ,u “g -77’ “““ 

schools’ districts in F oduced a best , lea P of 
Wales, with two 


age 

- under-13 (years 



(years 9 and 10). , . 

At under-13, athletes 8™?^- 
are restricted to a maxi- 


Year-7 Tom Trotman 
(Cowbridge) on his 
way to victory in the 
under-13 4 laps event. 


Cowbridge in the under- (70); 4 x 1 Lap relay - Welsh scorer. 

13 girls standing long 2nd - 55.0 (70); Obstacle Stanwell sixth former 


one field - and the team 
size is limited to a maxi¬ 
mum of 12. 

At under-15, there is 

tio n al w^th"eac^^ldete J um P At the Cardiff & relay - 8th - 1:46.6 (10); Owen Haswell has 

rnmnetinv in one of two the Vale Schools champi- 8 Lap Paarlauf - 4th - endured an injury-ridden 

eS lzz y Eddy- 1:59.5 (50). last 12 months. He has 

pi! iWilliams had finished The UK Sportshall done remarkably well to 

fourth in the standing finals are being held at return to action over the 
long jump with a best the National Exhibition country, and to gain 
distance of two metres Centre, near selection for the Welsh 

but, at Cwmbran, she Birmingham, on Sunday, Schools under-20 team 
went way beyond that April 18. As a result of against Welsh Athletics 
mark, leaping to 2.27 his performance at a * the Inter Association 
metres to win by two Cwmbran, George match within the Aviva 
change being the vertical centimetres from her Griffiths (Cowbridge) Home Countries mterna- 
- - - - team-mate Claire Taylor has been invited to com- tional, organised by 

(Radyr). pete as a wild card entry ^? gb ® b 

In the under-15 girls in the under-13 standing Mansfield 
section, Cowbridge pro- long jump competition. Nottinghamshire, 
vided four of the seven Cl*OSS 


For boys, the groupings 
are two laps or four laps, 
standing long jump or 
standing triple jump, and 
shot or speed bounce, 
while in the girls’ compe¬ 
tition, groupings are the 
same, with the one 


jump replacing the stand¬ 
ing triple jump. 

Athletes gain points 
based on their ranking in 
each event. 


Athletics at 


The winning team in team. Year 10 Romy 
each section qualifies to Ki 1 lick, the Cardiff & the 


^ lilwo country 

represent Wales at the Vale Schools all rounder THREE Vale pupils 
UK Sportshall Finals at champion, was the top recently represent- 

ed Welsh Schools at 


the National Exhibition P lacer , finishing 12th out 
Centre near Birmingham. °f l be 4 3 scoring athletes, 


For Welsh Schools 
combined events interna¬ 
tional Matthew Roan, 
there was disappoint¬ 
ment. A groin injury 


Results of Vale pupils: 
Under-15 boys - Years 9 
and 10: Team: - 4th 
(506): Matthew Roan (St 
Cyres) (2 Laps - 24.8; 


incurred in the under-15 Shot-9.18m). 


2 laps time-trials resulted 


Schools’ competition, but 
he was selected for the 4 
laps at these Welsh finals, 
and it paid off as the 
year-7 pupil beat the best Paarlauf - 4th ■ 
of year-8 in both heat and (50). 
final to claim the title. 


appointment. At the - 
Cardiff & the Vale Bounce - 72 (34): 

Schools competition, the Standing Long Jump - 


three events - 2 
standing long jump and 
high jump. 


cross-country inter¬ 
nationals at Truro 
and Mansfield. 

At Truro, English 
Schools, on rota, hosted 
the Aviva SIAB interna¬ 
tional for top pupils at 


Sadly, this was one 
race too far for Haswell 
and although he started, 
on the advice of his team 
manager, he withdrew 
from the race before the 
finish. 

Words PETER 
MORRIS 
Pictures IAN 
DIXON 


__ Under-13 boys - 

in the year-10 St Cyres Years 7 and 8: Team: - under-17 (years 10 and 
pupil being advised by 5th (544): George 11) and under-15 (years 8 
his team manager to Griffiths (Cowbridge) 60 and 9), with the opposi- 
withdraw rather than risk (2 Laps - 2nd - 24.6 tion coming from 
possible further damage. (30); High Jump - 2nd - Scotland, Wales and a 
Two selection gambles 1.50m (30); non scoring team from All-Ireland, 
in the under-13 boys’ Standing Long Jump - Year-11 Bethan Daw 
team had vastly different 2.62m; Tom Trotman has good reason to feel 
outcomes. Tom Trotman (Cowbridge) 54 (4 Laps well pleased with her 
(Cowbridge) had com- - 1st - 53.5 (32); High run. The St Cyres pupil 
peted in the 2 laps event Jump - 6th - 1.35m (22); just squeezed into the 
at the Cardiff & the Vale 4x2 Laps relay - 3rd - Welsh Schools team, fin- 
1:43.9 (60); 4x1 Lap ishing seventh at the 
relay - 6th - 54.8 (30); Aviva Welsh Schools 
Obstacle relay - 5th - championships in 

1:32.0 (40); 8 Lap Brecon, but, in the under- 

1:53.3 17 race at Truro, she was 
the fourth Welsh girl to 
Under-15 girls - finish, claiming 21st 
For his Cowbridge Team: - 4th (490): 12th place, 
team-mate, George Romy Killick The Welsh team 

Griffiths, there was dis- (Cowbridge) 107 (2 Laps claimed bronze medals 
26.5 (33); Speed behind English and All- 

Ireland. 

Llantwit pupil Megan 
talented year-8 sprinter 2.17m (40); 14th= Osborne will not be satis- 

and long jumper had won Caitlin Allin fied with her perform- 

laps, (Cowbridge) 100 (2 Laps ance. At Brecon, the 
- 26.5 (33); Speed year-9 was the silver 

Bounce - 70 (26); medallist in the under-15 

With pupils restricted Vertical Jump - 51 (41); race but, in Cornwall, she 
to only two events at 28th Katie Wynne was placed 26th, though 


Sully Sports junior 
teams’ French tour is 
a sparkling success 


Sully Sports RFC 
has a 22 year twin¬ 
ning history with 
Fecamp Rugby 
Club, Normandy. 

This season, three 
groups from Fecamp RC 
made the trip to Barry 
for the Wales v France 
Six Nations game, and 
last weekend the Sully 
Sports RFC under-11s 
and under-12s travelled 
to Fecamp to continue 
this twinning relation¬ 
ship, taking an early part 
in Fecamp RC’s 40th 
anniversary celebra¬ 
tions. 

A club delegation will 
travel to Fecamp at the 
end of this month to join 
in the formal celebra¬ 
tions. 

The youngsters, 
accompanied by their 
coaches and a band of 
parents, had an early 
3am departure from the 
Sully Clubhouse on 
Friday, but they were 
full of energy and spirit. 

Arriving in Fecamp 
early Friday afternoon, 
the party strolled past 
the harbour down to the 
beach for a game of 
football. 

In the evening, they 
were given a reception 
by the Mayor of Fecamp 
and the President of 
Fecamp RC, returning to 
their accommodation 
well fed and watered. 

The next morning, the 
boys spent a couple of 
hours in the town centre, 
its streets full of the 
Saturday market stalls. 

Fecamp RC provided 
a wonderful lunch - 
SSRFC wondered as to 
whether this was the 
usual good hospitality or 
intended to gain an 
advantage by feeding the 
boys up prior to playing 
the arranged rugby 
games! 

Disappointingly, 
when the under-lls and 
under-12s got to the sta¬ 
dium, the players wait¬ 
ing were unmatched in 


age groups, resulting in 
an unexpected format of 
games. 

The under-lls played 
a five-minute each way 
game, in a four-a-side 
tag rugby format on a 
very small pitch. 

Although the Sully 
Sports players ranged 
from nine to 11, the 
Fecamp group were 
mainly eight and nine 
year olds, so even play¬ 
ing a whole different 
way, Sully Sports were 
triumphant, but the 
smaller, younger 

Fecamp team were to be 
commended for the 
enthusiasm and spirit. 

The boot was on the 
other foot with the 
under-12s, as they 
played a team that was 
older, bigger and quick¬ 
er, as well as playing a 
slightly format of laws. 

Despite this, in a fast 
open game, the Sports 
won the battle of posses¬ 
sion and territory, only 
to be outdone by tries 
created from turnovers 
and different laws on 
kicking. 

The Sports never gave 
up, showing great 
courage and spirit 
against their physically 
larger opponents. 

Following after¬ 
match refreshments and 
presentations, the party 
were taken in the 
evening to a National 
Basketball League game 
between Fecamp US and 
ASA Sceaux, which was 
an exciting and different 
experience for the 
Sports. 

On Sunday morning, 
the Sports were treated 
to even more excitement 
when they visited the 
local adventure park. 

With appetites now 
ravenous, it was off to 
the Fecamp RC 
Clubhouse for a magnif¬ 
icent array of food, 
including a BBQ - 
cooked by visiting guest 
chef Alistair Davies - 
and fond farewells. 


What’s on and where, 
around and about? 


China hunt 
THE All Saints 
Church, Park Road, 
Barry, will hold a 
fundraising coffee 
morning in the church 
hall in aid of much- 
needed funds for new 
china and glassware, 
on Saturday, April 17, 
starting at 10am- 
12noon. Entrance 50p. 

Stalls include 
romance, fiction, 
thrillers and books for 
children; guess the 
weight of the cake; 
tombola and raffle. 
Friends and 
Neighbours 
ST PATRICK’S Day 
was celebrated recently 
at the Senior Health 
Shop in Barry by 
Friends and 
Neighbours’ senior citi¬ 
zen group, with a lunch 
which consisted of leek 


and potato soup, bread 
roll and cheese, with 
dessert to follows. 

Friends and 
Neighbours welcome 
new members. 

The next meeting will 
be held on April 21 at 
2pm at the Senior Health 
Shop in Holton Road, 
Barry. The cost is 50p, 
to include tea/coffee and 
cake. We have a varied 
programme for the year. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, telephone Gay 
Ffield (secretary) on 
01446 400044, or just 
go along! 

Art demo 
COWBRIDGE Art 
Society meets on 
Thursday, April 22, at 
7pm in Old Hall, High 


Street, when Ronald 
Swanwick will demon¬ 
strate in acrylics and 
oils. 

Non-members are 
welcome to attend. 

Red Cross sale 
THE Cowbridge Red 
Cross is holding anoth¬ 
er mini fabric sale on 
Friday, April 23, at the 
Broadshoard Centre, 
10.30am-12.30pm - 
coffee and tea avail¬ 
able. 

Open the day before 
(same time) for dona¬ 
tions to the sale of fabric 
and related items; or 
telephone 01446 773987 
for assistance. 

Admission is free. 


We welcome your news items: 

ggem @internet-today.co. uk 


On the way back to 
the homeward ferry, the 
party enjoyed a couple 
of hours of 10-pin bowl¬ 
ing and pool, with the 
boys still full of energy, 
spirit and competitive¬ 
ness. 

The ferry home 
proved a lot different to 
the one outward, as the 
weather in the channel 
was on the choppy side, 
with the crew soon issu¬ 
ing plenty of sick bags, 
and many of the party 
finding that they were 
not sea dogs after all. 

Sully Sports RFC 
wish to record the pride 
in their under-lls and 
under-12s, who were 
true tourists and great 
ambassadors for the 
club, Welsh rugby and 
the Vale. 

Coaches Alistair 
Davies, John Stafford 
and Ray Gallivan were 
so proud of their teams, 
and deserved praise and 
thanks for all their hard 
work with the boys, and 
in putting together this 


successful tour. 

All the parents are 
also thanked for their 
support for the sons and 
the club, and those who 
did not go on the tour 
will soon learn from 
those who did, what a 
great time and experi¬ 
ence missed by not 
going on the trip. 

Finally, everyone 
wishes to re-iterate its 
heartfelt thanks to 
Fecamp Rugby Club for 
the welcome, hospitality 
and hard work put in to 
ensure such a memo¬ 
rable tour - special 
thanks go to Christine, 
Christian, Julien, club 
president Francois and 
his good wife, and the 
many other club mem¬ 
bers involved. 

Old friendships were 
renewed and new ones 
were started. 

The junior section’s 
annual presentation 
evening will take place 
at the Sully Clubhouse 
on May 9, starting at 
5pm. 


Cowbridge RFC 
under-12s are 
tested by ‘Nant’ 

COWBRIDGE Ben Jones picked up the 
nnHpr-12«s pnfpr- ball on the halfway line 
tained Nantyffyllon and dodged at least five 
J - - tackles to run in the ball 


RFC under-12s for 
the first time in 
what proved to be a 
very testing match. 

The Nanty pack was 
the largest that 
Cowbridge boys 
played against this sea- 


to make it 22-10. 

Miles Davies then 
scored under the posts 
from halfway. 

The final score was 
the 27-10 and was a great 
had preparation for next 
week’s Blues Cup semi- 


son, and the forwards final against Penarth. 
were complemented by a A big thank you to 
skilful backs section. Nantyffyllon and we 
The game got off to a hope to arrange regular 
good start with a try seasonal fixtures with 
within five minutes from them in the future. 


Rian Thomas, playing in 
a new role as left wing, 


Full squad: Cai 
Thomas Jenkins, Owain 


and the conversion by Thomas Jenkins, Josh 
Jonny Harvey was sue- Brace, George Thomas, 


cessful. 


Jac Davies, 


Tom 


Nanty came straight Whitehouse, Luke John, 
back into the game with Tom Evans, Ben Jones, 
an interception try, the Frazz McGhan, Rob 
conversion was missed to David, Hywel Williams, 
give Cowbridge a narrow Ashford Thomas, Jonny 
7-5 lead, but the Nanty Harvey, Gabriel 

pack were keeping the Newham, Rian Thomas, 
Cowbridge eight pinned Harvey Stockford, Matt 
down and they deserved- Harper and Miles 
ly scored another try to Davies. 
take the lead. 


However, 
Cowbridge’s new flyer 
Thomas hit back to pro- 


Under-9s and 
under-8s 

The under-8 s and 


vide a 12-10 half-time under-9s competed in 
lead to Cowbridge. their district tourna- 

The second half saw ments. 
strong runs by Frazz Both sides put up 
McGhan, Josh Brace and creditable performances 
Ben Jones, which kept and progressed to the 
Cowbridge on the front semi-final stages of the 
foot and 10 minutes into tournament, 
the second half, Thomas The under-8 s played 
blasted through the some great rugby 
Nanty covering tackles to throughout the day but 


add to the scoring. 


lost out by the odd score 


Cowbridge now had in a seven-try thriller in 
the upper hand but the the semi-final. 


boys still had to make 
tackles, with Luke John. 
Matt Harper, 

Thomas and 


The under-9s also 
played some superb 
Ashford rugby, before eventually 
Hywel losing out to tournament 


Williams putting in some hosts Llanishen in their 
great hits. semi-final. 

With 10 minutes left, ML 






















SWITCH N' SAVE £2,000. 

SWITCH YOUR 6-10 YEAR OLD CAR FOR A NEW CHEVROLET ANO GET A 
GUARANTEED £2,000 FOR YOUR PART EXCHANGE AT FRF CHEVROLET. 


GUARANTEED 

£ 2,000 
SWITCH 
N’SAVE 

ALLOWANCE 
FOR YOUR 

PART EXCHANGE 




Avcol.4 LTSdr 

With £2.030 Snttch n Save a I an am e 


NOW £8,545 


Cruii 1.6 LS 4dr 

Wnh £2.000 Switch o Save jloname 


NOW £11,395 


Captiva 2.0 VCOi LT 5-seat 

WWl QJOOO Snitch n Save altrname 


NOW £19,705 




Missed out on the Sc'appage Scheme savngs because you? old car wasn't dd enough’ 

Then out SaitUft rT S*a* off*r the intMr. Because »utr car o*fy has to be 6 10 yeurt ole to qualify 
So now s the tme to trade up to one d 1 out great Chetrolei models a*d sa«e you'sef* £2 000 

Snitch n* Sava today • Call far a Last drive 


FRF MOTORS FRF BRIDGEND 

Neat* Road Marrttton SnnMr* SAG R|R Western Avenue l*duft*tel Isi ate Bridgend CHI 1 RT 

Cl m sWIII QlbSA M 1 I 4 I 

nwwchevraJttlocal.co vA/maeors n*w chevralrtlocal.co uk/f«f 


• Motability 


CARS MUST BE REGISTERED BY 30th APRIL 2010 

*w«lcrVKairm to'.ar* ll r—wl#n Htt parr euua**«»»i»oM He*uweaw*>cm !**»■* L«e,»t€g> >*m'iaitD«teUiMr«M**atiMa«aoaeia*'lJLa* ip* expert J« a »i**ii r »■*»«** w*n«re M* 

Arer—ea.*—wueye* Nftovifto-.Maeaieuuaii^^afcV^iiAiTto^WvRarARP^eAaayORi^EiPia**. i«m* i;iR.*ai;ef*t*:h|tf* **«•«*»<'*• mm *«4»'*«*£to»Kfc>«ur«»e*<R<vOTiLr«t a mir«aj« tta*uir«**Aaiaito^ 

uRVAi fpeta imR i i i» >ii<mr>’>nriMft«r<.renp> »»re»VR*w n or**> ’j Nt hiw vn»■ ^iiw n «v» rece*v JV*A**xe* efe’**#* g%MpaiierarRidrV^to )HA tsiTR r.s»»a*Te 

topmtaAfrmatfVne.TONUto *»to * u*»ar>r etmx>»>ara»%to>«a m Prn h^ mmrn t Mim to—d*t*Mi»q*—Si**a N 8 f n * >ni Od%vm Mxm unAto* wmn Ik* Vreoa^irtrimltiaMva 

»mT iitwr^*f* a iMtfpx it *«.*>. 

QffipJ Geeenment Crwnrmert Data. Fuel ertnumptim fibres l)tttes, , 1D0kn) and CO rrrisuens {f/lan) JUtu 14 LI Sdr Urban - 358 (791. Ettra-urban * KX1 (4 7), Centred - 479 |S9). CO onrviKfn 
140*'km Cape** 2.0 ktO LT 7-se* Ofcn 31718.9) Eitra urtun 428 {66). Contred &2|7.4|. COj emssirs 197f/kni. CmeelELS 4<r Oban - 31.4 I9D). £itra urban 514 (S.5) Centred - 41.5161). 
CD errisvtits 199$/km Chevrolet Spark ran^e emhaarm Urban 421 (6.61. Extra Urban 67.3 (4J}. Centred 554 (S.1),C0. [minions 119 
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Mr Duncan Reid - 29 
Rheidol Drive, Barry - 

proposed ground floor 
extensions to form gar¬ 
den room/conservatory 
and granny annexe. 

Mrs Pauline Collins - 52 
Fairfield Rise, Llantwit 
Major - removal of 
existing garage and con¬ 
struction of a new 
detached garage. 

Mr and Mrs Gareth 
Griffiths - 41 Castle 
Avenue, Penarth - two 
storey extension provid¬ 
ing ground floor sitting 
room, first floor bedroom 
and bathroom together 
with the re-location of 
the existing parking 
spaces. 

Mr D Stealey - land at 3 
Bridgeman Road, 
Penarth - renewal of 
application 
2005/00104/FUL doe 
new dwelling. 

Mr Michael Good - 6 
Tair Gwaun, 

Caversham Park, 
Penarth - two-and-a- 
half storey side extension 
and one-and-a-half 
storey rear extension to 
provide additional liv¬ 
ing/bedroom space. Car 
parking relocated to 
frontage. 

Ms Sian White - 
Maverick Stables, 
Argae Lane, St 
Andrews Major - reten¬ 
tion of access road and 
hardstand. 

Mr and Mrs Phil James - 
White Bungalow, Barry 
Road, Dinas Powys - 

proposed replacement 
dwelling and detached 
garage. 

Mr Antony Oakley - 
Rectory Cottages, 
Llandough, Cowbridge 

- two storey side exten¬ 
sions and gable end 


WHO WANTS TO BUILD 
WHAT AND WHERE? 


dormers to the rear eleva¬ 
tion. 

Mr and Mrs M Miller - 
The Old Rectory, 
Bonvilston - extension 
and alterations to 
dwelling as amendments 
to 2007/00137/FUL. 

Mr Ashley Beckingham 

- 16 Dyfrig Street, 
Barry Island - single 
storey front and side 
extension and loft con¬ 
version. 

Mr Paul Brown - The 
Perrells, Westra, Dinas 
Powys - single storey 
rear extension. 

Miss Jones - 
Greystones, 
Flemingston - conserva¬ 
tory to front. 

Mr Wyndham Nelson - 
45 Teasel Avenue, 
Penarth - erect a rear 
porch. 

Mr Alun Griffiths - 
Ashdene, Bridge Road, 
Llanblethian - wooden 
pool structure to rear of 
garden. 

Newydd Housing - 27 
Masefield Road, 

Penarth - single storey 
extension to rear of the 
property to provide 
wheelchair access 

ground floor shower 
room. 

Mrs Susan Green - 8 
Brookside, Dinas Powys 

- erection of first floor 
extension to side. 

Mrs Victoria Lacey - 25 
Heol Pilipala, Rhoose 
Point, Rhoose - garage 
conversion. 

Mrs Linda McCormack - 

19 Liscum Way, Barry 


- rear single storey 
kitchen/dining extension. 
Mr Peter Stafford - 22 
Whitcliffe Drive, 
Penarth - extension to 
existing first floor bed¬ 
room. 

Mr Rhodri Traherne - 
Castle Lodge, Castle 
Green, St George’s- 
Super-Ely, nr Cardiff - 
demolition of existing 
two storey house, and 
development of two high 
quality two storey semi¬ 
detached houses. 

New Broad Street 
Motors - New Broad 
Street Motors, Broad 
Street, Barry - erection 
of nominal 3,000mm 
high free standing adver¬ 
tisement sign. 

Mr and Mrs K and H 
Rees - 35 Cornerswell 
Road, Penarth - demo¬ 
lition of existing garage 
of rear boundary walling 
and single store garden 


store. 

Mr Matthew Thomas - 2 
Hinchsliff Avenue, 
Barry - proposed porch 
to front of existing 
domestic dwelling. 

Mr and Mrs Rollason - 
12 Ewenny Road, Wick 
- proposed two storey 
kitchen and en-suite bed¬ 
room extension an vehic¬ 
ular crossover. 

Mr Darren Frankland - 
26 Slade Close, Sully - 
single storey extension to 
side of house, loft con¬ 
version and construction 
of porch. 

Timpson Ltd - Tesco 
Stores Ltd - installation 
of a free-standing retail 
kiosk in the car park of 
the Tesco Extra store at 
Culverhouse Cross, 
Cardiff. 

Punch Partnership - 
Bush Inn, St Hilary - 

remove damaged oak 
roof structure in west 


wing of main building. 
Remove unstable internal 
stone gable wall down to 
eaves level (works to 
reduce gable wall to 
make safe started 
15/02/2010. Rebuild 
stone gable wall with sal¬ 
vaged stone and build 
new oak truss roof to 
match existing with 
thatch covering. 

Mr Philip Hunt - Waun 
View, Wenvoe - regular- 
isation of previous plan¬ 


ning approval ref 
2009/01028/FUL and re¬ 
erection of existing bun¬ 
galow together with 
extensions, incorporating 
minor amendments to the 
location of rooflights and 
the level of the fascias to 
flat roofed areas. 

Mrs Silke Casey - 1 
Orchard Lodge, 

Boverton, Llantwit 
Major - demolish exist¬ 
ing single storey garage 
and WC and construct 
new two storey side 
extension to form study, 
cloaks and utility at 
ground floor and bed¬ 
room with en-suite 
above. 


Ltandow Metals 


IN STOCK: 

Puma, Focus, Mondeo, 
MX5, Morris 1000, Audi A4, 
micra, Peugeot 206, Citroen 
Saxo and many more... 


Tel 01446 792669- 792756 

www.carspareswales.co.uk 





ChipsAway 

For all your minor paintwork repairs 

Professional quality • Cost-effective & convenient 
Lifetime guarantee • Mobile • Same day service 

Services include: 

Bumper scuffs • Paintwork scratches • Minor dents 
Alloy wheels • Small accidental damage 

Vale of Glamorgan and West Cardiff 

ChipsAway Paul Jarvis 
07904 840202 

or visit www.chipsawav.co.uk 


OFT 


WWW. 



vanhire.co.uk 




• CDW (Collision Damage Waiver) 
from £10 per day 

• House Removal 
Lutons 
with Tail Lifts 

• Large Fleet 
of Cars 
(Focus, Fiesta 
Zafiras, Focus Estates) 

• People Carriers (VWTourans, 

VW Shuttle, Mercedes Travel Liners, 7-9 Seats) 

• 4-metre Merc Sprinters & Jumbos 

• Small Vans (Connects, Combos, Partners) 

• 9-seat Mini Buses 

• Full AA Cover 

• Tippers 

• VW Transporters 

• Towbars fitted to most vehicles (inc cars) 

- Extra Charge 

• Roof Racks Available 

• Full European Use 
(special conditions 
apply) 

hire@wickvanhire.co.uk 
VISA 





OPEN 7 DAYS 

5 HOUR HIRE FROM £30.00 
(100 miles max) 

All hirers must possess 
valid credit/debit card 

01656 660160 


SAVVY 


All you need in a little 
car for the big city. 


Coc^ecl often car* don't com* tmerter the* *e Wvy 

—d iwoq#> gttrtm. the towy H § 
InV performer A-d ft bcfo the part too ccrfsm-npcrmrf 

dMffofft hMOKhtv, torn troH flirt m4 «$* aieyv the Seeey 


fyJt-fiX 

Ibid 



James and Jenkins 

029 2030 4020 

27-35 Station Road 
LUndaff North 
Cardiff. CF14 2FB 

svwm.jameur>d}flnkku jca.uk/ 
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c Number 1 for Nitrogen Inflation 

Inflate your tyres the motor sport way 





SAVE YOURSELF AND THE PLANET TOO! Ask instoro for details. / 


BRIDGEND 

MAESTEG 

CARDIFF 

Brtdoend industrial Estate 

Rear of Talbot Street 

Dnndley Rd.oft Penartn Rd 

01656 657424 

01656 733514 

029 20 221201 

www.celtictyres.co.uk 



OPEN 6 OATS A WFFK, EXCEPT BRIDGEND WHICH IS OPEN 7 OATS A WEEK • WHEEL AUGMENT SPECIALISTS 



TYRES EXHAUSTS BATTERIES BRAKES SUSPENSION MOT NITROGEN INFLATION 


HiQ 


GOOD/VZ AM 


Fleet Service apppootd dcalen 


( J ( QO CORSA m) FREE FREE FREE 

u 7 vU IXJH U I tr MOT for life road tax fuel 


® for a price you 

@ I can Live , 

Network Q • _ ■ 

lership Promise m m mm / 

I Wlttl. / 


MOT FOR LIFE ROAD TAX FUEL 

This Weekend with This Weekend with This Weekend with 

Every Used Car Sold! Every Used Car Sold! Every Used Car Sold! 




UFE3DR 

CHOICE OF PETROL OR DIESEL 

• ABS • CD • Electric Pack • Metallic paint 




WAS ■ af • T | 

£8999 1 


from £7499 


SAVEflQOO 


30 day exchange 



• Full Network Q12 mth warranty • No MOT needed for min of 12 mths AWED 

* Best part-exchange price paid • Drive away within 24 hrs ."If 

QUALITY USED 

» Full service FREE of charge • Very LOW rate finance VAUXHALLS IN STOCK 


w m wamamummwomwmBMmaamm . " * -i - » * low RATE FINANCE • PART EXCHANGE WELCOME • CASHBACK AVAILABLE • OUTSTANDING SELECTED FINANCE OFFERED • CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH 


Buying with Confidence From Your Main VauxhaU Dealer ! 

ppp Q • ■ ■ Western Avenue, Bridgend Ind Est. Bridgend M — 

hKh briagena Sale Hotline W)NETW0RK O 

r r . I M M w - _ - - _ V 11 used cars you can rely on 

www.frfmotorgroup.co.uk 01656 647647 













driver and passenger memory seats, panoramic roof, 
front and rear parking sensors only 65,265.£21,995 
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New Broad Str eet Motors Ltd 

Broad Street, Barry Est.1979 


PRESTIGE 


07 JAGUAR X K convertible. Zircon blue metallic with ivory sports leather interior, upgraded 20 inch setanta 
wheels, full colour satellite navigation, electric heated memory seats, cruise control, climate control, rear parking 

sensors, bluetooth phone prep, only 12,621 miles, fsh, 1 owner.£39,995 

56 VOLVO XC90 2.4 D5 AWD (facelift) SE Geartronic AUTO. In metallic silver with full black leather, colour 
satellite navigation, phone preparation, electric heated seats, climate control, parking sensors, 7 seats, only 

59,045 miles .£19,995 

56 BMW 2.0TD 320D SE 4-dr Saloon. In Arctic grey with anthracite interior, automatic air con, upgraded alloy 
wheels, rear parking sensors, only 41,655 miles, fsh .£13,995 

56 BMW 116i SE 5-dr in sparkling graphite met with full Boston beige leather interior, comfort pack, cd, climate 
control, alloy wheels, reversing sensors, auxiliary I-pod connection, only 19,950 miles interior titanium trim, auto 

lights and auto wipers .£11,995 

05 BMW X5 3.0D Automatic Sport 5-Dr Station Wagon. In sparkling graphite with black leather interior, 19” 

alloy wheels, air con, CD, front /rear parking sensors, privacy glass, only 52,290 miles .£17,995 

05 MERCEDES Benz 1.8 SLK 200 Compressor Auto 2-dr Convertible in Tellur silver, black leather interior, cli¬ 
mate control, multi function steering wheel, CD, alloys, only 61,000 miles, fsh .£16,995 

05 MERCEDES Benz M-Class 2.7 TD ML270 CDi Automatic 5-dr Station Wagon. In Brilliant silver with Orion 
grey leather interior, climate control, Bluetooth phone prep, privacy glass, heated seats, rear parking sensors, 
only 52,975 miles.£15,995 

54 MERCEDES Benz CL500 5 litre 2-dr Auto coupe. In tanzanite blue with java leather interior with BOSE 

sound system, AMG body styling, electric sunroof, only 48,245 miles.£19,995 

51 JAGUAR S-Type 3.0 V6 4-dr Saloon Automatic. In Pacific blue with cashmere beige full leather interior, cli¬ 
mate control, CD, electric seats, rear parking sensors, only 55,810 miles.£4,995 

57 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 Sill in steel grey with full red leather interior, climate control, sunroof, cruise control, 

alloy wheels, only 23,600 miles.£10,495 

07 SEAT Leon 2.0TDi DPF FR 5-dr Hatchback. In black magic with FR grey interior, cruise control, air con, trac¬ 
tion control system, ESP, only-36,598 miles .£13,495 

56 HONDA Civic 1.8i V-tec Type-S 3-dr Hatchback. In alabaster silver with alcantara/suede interior, climate con¬ 
trol, CD, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 24,405 miles.£10,495 

56 SAAB 9-3 1.9 Tid (150bhp) Vector 4-dr Saloon Automatic. In steel grey with half leather seats, 
steering wheel mounted gear change, climate control, rear parking sensors, in dash multi CD, 

only 46,905 miles.£8,995 

06 VOLKSWAGEN Golf GTTDi 2.0 (140) 5-dr in steel grey with dark interior, cd, dual climate control, cruise con¬ 
trol, alloy wheels, electric mirrors, only 58,300 miles.£9,995 

55 AUDI A3 2.0T FSi 5-dr Sport Back in Avus silver with matrix cloth interior. BOSE speaker system, 17 inch 

alloy wheels, front fogs, climate conrol, cd, only 39,280 miles .£11,995 

05 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 TDi (130bhp) GT 3-dr hatchback in raven blue with Le mans sport cloth interior, 

electronic climate control, multi CD in dash, alloy wheels, privacy glass, only 38,275 miles .£7,995 

04 PORSCHE Carrera 3.6 Convertible in lapis blue with metropole leather, bose speaker upgrade, starlight nav¬ 
igation, phone system, cruise control, trip computer, heated seats, sports exhaust systemm, full Porsche service 

history, hard top, only 42,761 miles.£29,995 

54 VOLKSWAGEN Golf GTi 2.0T FSI (200ps) 3-dr. In reflex silver with interlagos interior, climate control, trac¬ 
tion control, tyre pressure monitor, trip computer, sports seats, alloy wheels, only 69,192 miles.£9,995 

54 MGTF 1.8 135 Convertible. In ignition blue with anthracite Sebring interior, alloy wheels, cd player, alarm and 

immobiliser only 27,100 miles .£4,995 

04 RENAULT Clio 182 Sport 3-dr Hatchback. In met blue with half leather/suede interior, sports seats, traction 

control, cruise control, climate control, alloys, 6 cd auto changer, only 51,314 miles.£5,995 

04 CITROEN C2 1.6 VTR Sensodrive in arctic steel silver with neutron mesh interior, paddle shift, alloy wheels, 

air con, colour coded bumpers, rear spoiler, cd, only 62,100 miles.£4,295 

03 HONDA Civic Type S 5-dr in clover green met with half leather sports seats, climate control, alloy wheels, 

rear spoiler, full Honda service history, only 36,030 miles.£5,695 

03 MAZDA MX5 1.8i option pack in strada blue with black sports interior, c/d, alloy wheels, e/c windows, heated 

rear screen, only 83,750 miles.£5,495 

53 LEXUS IS200 2.0 Sport 4-dr Saloon in platinum ice silver with black suede interior, electric sunroof, electric 
driver and passenger seat adjust, heated front seats, climate control, service history, only 51,155 miles ..£6,995 
53 MG TF 1.8 135bhp 2-door Convertible. In starlight silver with black interior, alloy wheels, body coloured 

bumpers, CD, electric windows, only 30,845 miles.£4,495 

02 MG ZS 2.5 180. In anthracite black, with monaco ash interior with red inserts, alloy wheels, a/c, cd, colour 

coded bumpers, front fogs, alarm and immobiliser, only 62,310 miles.£2,995 

51 HONDA S2000 Roadster 2.0i Vtec (Cat 1 Alarm) In Berlina Black with full red leather interior, air con, CD, 

alloy wheels, electric roof, glass rear screen, one owner only, 20,510 miles .£9,995 

X PORSCHE Boxster 3.2S in basalt black with full black leather, upgraded 18 inch sport design alloy wheels, 
heated seats, cd with i-pod connection, wind deflector, colour coded hardtop, fsh, only 73,813 miles ....£10,995 


SMALL 


55 BMW X5 3.0D Automatic Sport 5-Dr Station 
Wagon. In sparkling graphite with black leather 
interior, automatic air con, sat nav, roof rails, 20” 
alloy wheels, front and rear parking sensors, only 
65,660 miles £19,995 


06 BMW X5 3.0D Le Mans Blue Sport Edition 5 
door Station Wagon in Le Mans Metallic Blue with 
beiah leather interior Sat Nav, Multi CD olaver, electric 


04 04 PEUGEOT 206 1.6 Coupe Cabriolet S 2-dr in 

platinum silver with full black astrakan leather interi¬ 
or, air con, cd, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, 
auto lights, only 64,220 miles.£6,495 


04 54 VAUXHALL Tigra Convertible 1.8 Sport in 

Kingfisher blue with anthracite interior, electric 
roof, air con, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, 
only 62,840 miles.£6,395 


FAMILY 


09 FORD FOCUS 1.6 (lOOps) Style 5 door hatchback in Aquarius blue with dark flint interior, air con, front fog 
lights, colour coded bumpers, manufactures warranty only 5,760 miles.£9,995 

57 CITROEN C3 1.4 HDi Cool 5-dr hatchback in Arctic silver with Galand black interior, air con, cd, immobilis¬ 
er, £35 a year road tax, one owner, only 37,845 miles.£6,995 

56 TOYOTA Corolla T2 Colour Collection, 1.4 5-dr Hatchback. In eclipse black with silver fleck interior, a/c, _ 

alloys, colour coded side skirts, audio controls on steering wheel, one owner, only 32,415 miles.£7,995 M Q8 58 VAUXHALL Corsa Breeze 1 0 12v 3-dr hatch- 06 56 HONDA JAZZ 1.41 DSi sport 5 door hatchback 1 

55 RENAULT Megane 1.6 16v Dynamique in met platinum silver with ruche cloth interior, auto lights, auto ■ back in lightninq silver with dark upholstery, air con in Sirius Blue with black interior air con, 5 belted 

wipers, air con, cd, clour coded bumpers, only 16,380 miles .£5,795 alloy wheels, ca with auxiliary input, colour coded seats, CD, electric windows, service history, only 

05 VW Bora 1.9 TDi Highline 4-Dr Saloon. In black with beige leather interior, air con, heated seats, rear park- bumpers, only 12,970 miles.£7,295 ^B 36,600 miles.£7,995 

ing sensors, cruise control, only 57,655 miles.£7,495 

05 HONDA Civic 1.7 CDTi in magnetic blue with hatch fabric interior, alloy wheels, air con, cd, colour coded 

bumpers, only 55,130 miles.£6,495 

04 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 VVTi T-Spirit Auto 4-dr Saloon. Silver fern, st moritz charcoal leather, map gps nav 

system, climate, cruise, electric seat adjustment, only 55,065 miles.£6,495 

04 SKODA Fabia 1.2 Limited Edition 5-dr hatchback in met green with grey interior, alloy wheels, electric win¬ 
dows, colour coded bumpers, service history, only 52,765 miles .£3,795 

52 BMW 1.8 316i SE Touring Estate in Sapphire Black with antracite interior, alloys wheels, 6 CD multichanger ■ 

automatic air con, colour coded bumpers, only 50,280 miles.£6,995 ^ 

Y BMW 3 Series 1.9i 316 4-dr Saloon. In bright red with dark interior, electric windows, colour coded bumpers, 
driver and passenger airbags, only 49,125 miles .£4,295 | 

■HHK 

09 CHEVROLET Aveo LT 1.4 in pearl black with bricket cloth, aircon, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, alarm 
and immobiliser, cd, only 16,900 miles .£6,995 

58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Design (A/C). 5 door in ice blue with dark interior, aircon, MP3 input, colour coded 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 VVT-IT2 5-dr Hatchback. In crystal silver, electric windows and mirrors, CD, multi-function . 7 *. '4? 

steering wheel, only 3,725 miles.£7,995 

07 PEUGEOT 107 1.0 12V Urban 3 door hatchback in Metallic Blue with black interior, CD, electri windows, full . 

service history, one owner, £35 a year road tax, only 7,080 miles .£5,995 ^V02 51 TOYOTA COROLLA 1.6 GLS 5 door hatchback 04 04 ROVER Streetwise 1.4 16v 3-dr in trophy yel- 

07 RENAULT Clio Dynamique 1.4 5-dr Hatchback in silver with black interior, alloy wheels, colour coded H automatic in Atlantis Blue with Shadow grey inte- low with sebring half leather interior, cd, roof rails, 

bumpers, fog lights, only 37,550 miles.£6,995 H rior, Multi CD changer, electric sunroof, air con, rear spoiler, alarm and immobiliser, only 41,590 

56 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 VVTI T3 3-dr in eclipse black with Picardie cloth interior, a/con, alloy wheels, colour coded alloy wheels, only 34,790 miles.£3,495 miles.£3,495 

bumpers and privacy glass, remote central locking, alarm and immobiliser, cd, only 30,305 miles.£6,495 

06 FORD Fiesta Zetec 5-dr. In panther black with dark interior, alloy wheels, air con, colour coded bumpers, front 

fogs, only 18,131 miles.£5,995 

06 RENAULT Clio 1.2 16v Extreme 3-dr Hatchback. In platinum silver with grey interior, alloy wheels, steering 

wheel mounted audio controls, colour coded bumpers, CD, only 19,860 miles .£5,995 

05 MINI 1.6 One (salt) 3-dr Hatchback. In pure silver with anthracite interior, 6 CD changer, automatic dipping 

rear-view mirror, panoramic roof, body coloured bumpers, only 39,600 miles .£7,995 

04 PEUGEOT 206 2.0 Coupe Cabriolet 2-dr in platinum silver with full black astrakan leather interior, air con, 

cdm alloy wheels, alarm, only 43,895 miles.£6,495 

04 FORD Fiesta 1.4 SILVER Limited Edition. In moondust silver with full midnight black leather, air con, alloy 
wheels, colour coded bumpers, cd, only 29,775 miles .£4,995 

53 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v SXi 3-dr hatchback in black with dark interior, colour coded bumpers, alloy 

wheels, cd, only 45,800 miles .£3,795 

02 PEUGEOT 206 1.6 Coupe Cabriolet S 2-dr in platinum silver with full black astrakan leather interior, air con, 

cd, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, auto lights, only 64,220 miles.£5,495 

52 RENAULT Megane 1.6 16v Dynamique 3-dr Hatchback in met silver with dark interior, air con, alloy wheels, 

colour coded bumpers, auto lights, only 48,060 miles.£3,495 

51 PEUGEOT 206 2.0 Coupe Cabriolet SE 2-dr in platinum silver with full black astrakan leather interior, digital 

mausiinh)we'VJ(F inance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. 
47 700miles £i,995^ Written quotations available on request. 


Gwasanaeth Cymraeg Ar Gael 

View our stock online 

01446 720044 


Guarantees may be required. 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

visit our website www.nbsm. 


co.uk 
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Gills4Cars.com 


Bridgend Stock 

MORE ARRIVING DAILY! 



09 58 CITROEN C2 
1.4VTR, met black, 9k 


£7,475 



£5,775 



£9,975 



07 07 MAZDA RX8 4-dr 
(231), met black, 29k 


£3,975 



Finance example 

Amount of credit: 
£4975.00 _ 

35 Monthly payments 
of £163.06_ 

Final payment of £462.06 
Total charge for credit 
£1194.16 _ 

Total amount payable 
£6169.16_ 

Weekly equivalent £39.55 

APR 14.82% 


Small Cars 


03 03 FIAT Punto 1.2 Active 5dr. Blue met, 47k miles, rcl, 

pas, e/w, cd .£3,275 

02 02 SUZUKI Wagon R 1.3 GL Special 5dr. Silver met, 50k 

miles, rcl, a/c, e/w, alloys .£3,475 

02 52 PEUGEOT 206 1.1 Met blue, 68k miles.£3,475 

05 05 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE+ 5-dr. Silver met, 50k 

miles, rcl, ew, pas, cd.£3,965 

05 54 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Expression 3-dr. Silver, met, 58k 

miles, rcl, pas, ew, cd.£4,475 

06 56 HYUNDAI 1.4 Getz GSi 3-dr. Black, met, 15k miles, 

rcl, ew, pas, cd .£4,975 

07 07 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Campus 5-dr, grey met, 39k miles, 

rcl, pas, ew, cd .£5,775 

04 04 FORD StreetKa 1.6 Luxury. Met black, 49k . .£5,975 
04 54 TOYOTA Yaris WTi 3-Dr 1.3. Met blue, 17k miles only, 

alloys .£5,975 

06 06 VAUXHALL Agila 1.2 16v Enjoy 5dr. Met purple, 12k 

miles rcl,pas,ew,cd.£5,975 

08 08 FORD KA 1.3 Zetec Climate 3-Dr. In white, 9,000 

miles .£6,475 

07 07 CITROEN C3 1.4 Desire 5-dr. Met black, cd, a/c, pas, 

12k miles .£6,975 

07 07 RENAULT clio 1.4 Dynamique 3-dr hatch. Silver met, 
24k miles, a/c, rcl, ew, pas, alloys .£6,975 

03 53 VW Passat 2.0 S 4-dr. Met. blue, 74k miles, 

many extras.£3,975 

05 05 RENAULT Megane 1.4 Rush 3-dr Silver met, 53k 

miles, alloys, rcl, a/c, cd .£4,475 

05 05 HYUNDAI Sonata 2.4 Auto Saloon, 4-dr, Silver met, 

50k miles, rcl, ew, cd, cruise, full leather.£4,975 

05 05 FORD Focus 1.8 TDCi Zetec 3-Dr. Met blue, 76k 

miles, fully loaded .£4,975 

04 54 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6 T3 Auto Met blue,48k . £6,475 
06 56 CITROEN Picasso 1.6 HDi TURBO DIESEL. Met red, 

36k miles, pas, a/c.£6,975 

07 07 FIAT Grande Punto 1.2 Dynamic 5dr. Met blue, e win¬ 
dows, rcl, 5k miles.£6,975 

07 07 PEUGEOT 307 Hdi 90SE TURBO DIESEL. Green/grey 

met, 38k miles, alloys, rcl, ew, cd, a/c.£7,975 

09 58 CITROEN C2 1.4VTR Met black, 9k miles . . .£7,975 
06 06 FORD Focus 1.6LX 5-dr, AUTO. In blue, petrol, 

22,500 miles, a/c, c/d player, front e/c window, rcl .£7,995 


Sports & Executives 


05 05 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.8 Sport. Met. black, 55k miles, 

fully loaded . £4,975 

05 54 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.9 CDTi SRI AUTO 5dr. Met blue, 

alloys, a/c, fsh. £5,975 

04 04 TOYOTA Celica WTi. Met silver, 39k, S/H, sports 

pack, leather, sunroof, a/c. £7,475 

05 05 PEUGEOT 307 Convertible. Met silver, auto, 50k 

miles . £7,975 

05 05 PEUGEOT 307 Convertible 2-dr AUTO. 2 litre petrol, 51k 
miles, met silver, rcl, alloy wheels and sports seats . . .£7,985 
04 04 MERCEDES SLK 200 Cabriolet AUTO Silver met, 59k 
miles, AMG Wheels, rcl, a/c, ew, must be seen . . .£11,975 
57 07 BMW 320D M Sport 4-dr AUTO. Met black, 31k 

miles, diesel, cream leather seats. £18,975 

04 04 MERCEDES SL 500 Cabriolet AUTO. Silver met, 82k 

miles, leather, alloys, climate, cd, ew, rcl . £19,975 

06 56 BMW 335D AUTO 2dr Coupe Turbo Diesel. Grey met, 
28k miles, full leather, cd, ew, a/c, stunning car . . .£19,975 


Estates, MPVs and 4x4s 


01Y RENAULT Scenic 1.4 Authentique, mpv, silver met, 

60k miles, rcl, ew. cd, a/c . £2,675 

04 04 HYUNDAI Matrix 1.8 CDX MPV. Silver met, full 

leather, rcl, ew, cd . £3,975 

04 04 FORD Galaxy 2.3 AUTO Ghia MPV. Met silver, 90k 

miles, rcl, a/c, alloys, cd, cruise . £5,975 

04 04 SUZUKI Jimny JLX model 3-dr. Met red on silver, 
petrol 1.3,18k miles, alloy wheels, roof rails, side steps, 

leather seats. £6,495 

07 07 MAZDA RX8 4-dr (231) Met black, 29k miles £9,975 




Ex-Motability Cars 

USED CARS WITH NEARLY NEW MILES! 


07 07 

CITROEN 
XSARA PICASSO 

1.6 Desire, grey met. 
Only 6,000 miles 


New Price £16,975 

OUR PRICE £6,975 


Saving a massive £10 


SELECTION OF VEHICLES AVAILABLE 


Many, many more available to order 


06 56 VAUXHALL Agila 1.2 Design 5dr. Silver met, only 1,900 miles! 

New £8,975 Ours £5,975 Saving £3,000 
06 56 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique 5dr. Met gold, only 3200 miles! 

New £14,336 Ours £6,475 Saving £7,861 
06 56 CITROEN C3 1.6 SX 5dr AUTO. Met blue, only 5200 miles! 

New £12,182 Ours £6,475 Saving £5,707 
06 56 FORD Fiesta 1.6 5dr Style Climate AUTO. Only 2,300 miles! 

New £11,275 Ours £6,775 Saving £4,500 
56 06 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.6 5dr Life (A/C) Blue met, only 4,900 miles! 

New £14,975 Ours £6,975 Saving £8,000 
06 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life A/C AUTO 5dr. Panacotta, only 4,900 miles 

New £14,975 Ours £6,975 Saving £8,000 
06 56 FORD Fusion 1.6 Zetec Climate 5dr. Red met, only 2.000 miles 

New £12,475 Ours £6,975 Saving £5,500 
06 56 FORD Focus C-Max Zetec 2.0 AUTO 5dr. Met mintgreen, only 4300 miles! 

New £17,172 Ours £6,975 Saving £10,197 
06 56 NISSAN Micra 1.2 Sport 5dr. Grey met, only 2,500 miles 

New £11,475 Ours £6,975 Saving £4,500 
06 56 RENAULT Clio 1.6 Expression AUTO 5dr. Met blue, only 1760 miles! 

New £12,475 Ours £6,975 Saving £5,500 
06 56 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 5dr. Met black, only 2500 miles! 

New £10,975 Ours £6,975 Saving £4,000 
06 56 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.65 dr Life (A/C) Blue met, only 1,500 miles 

New £14,975 Ours £7,475 Saving £7,500 
06 06 RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.6 Dynamique. Red met, only 4,500 miles! 

New £16,795 Ours £7,475 Saving £9,000 
58 09 FORD Fusion 1.4 5dr Style AUTO. Red met, only 1,000 miles! 

New £11,275 Ours £7,475 Saving £3,500 
06 56 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Dynamique AUTO. Gold met, only 2,700 miles 

New £16,975 Ours £7,475 Saving £9,500 
06 56 FORD Fiesta 1.6 Style Climate AUTO. Blue met, only 3,700 miles 

New £11,475 Ours £7,475 Saving £4,000 
06 56 FORD C-Max 2.0 Zetec AUTO MPV. Blue met, only 4,500 miles 

New £17,475 Ours £7,475 Saving £10,000 
06 56 FORD Focus 1.6 Sport 5dr. Blue met, only 5,600 miles 

New £13,975 Ours £7,475 Saving £6,500 
08 58 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Expression 5dr. Blue met, only 3,000 miles! 

New £10,175 Ours £7,975 Saving £2,200 
09 58 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Life (A/C). Silver met, only 741 miles 

New £12,975 Ours £8,475 Saving £4,500 
09 58 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.2 5dr Hatch. Black met, only 2,600 miles 

New £10,475 Ours £8,475 Saving £2,000 
08 08 HONDA Jazz 1.4 5dr SE. Blue met, only 4,800 miles! 

New £11,475 Ours £8,975 Saving £2,500 
09 09 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 5dr Life. Silver met, only 1,700 miles! 

New £14,975 Ours £9,475 Saving £5,500 
09 09 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 5dr club AUTO. Silver met, only 400 miles! 

New £11,975 Ours £9,475 Saving £2,500 
09 09 CITROEN Berlingo 1.6 HDi 5dr VTR. Blue met, only 2,200 miles! 

New £12,475 Ours £9,975 Saving £2,500 
09 09 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Style+ 5dr. Black met, only 650 miles 
. New £12,97 Ours £10,475 Saving £2,500^ 


JBSft 


BRIDGEND 

PHONE 01656 650446 
FAX 01656 649441 

SOUTH RD/COWBRIDGE RD, 
BRIDGEND CF31 3UL 
bridgend@gills4cars.com 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Weekdays 9-6 Saturday 9-5 I 
Sunday 10.30-4 


Finance Available 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


MAESTEG 


PHONE 01656 733149 / NOl/l/ nr> 

FAX 01656 735516 7/1/ M 


FAX 01656 735518 

LLWYDARTH RD, 
MAESTEG CF34 9EY 
sales@gills4cars.com 
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Gary Watson 
Motor Co Ltd 



02 PEUGEOT 206cc 20. In met-blue with 
black leather trim, 58,000 mile convertible 
.£4,695 



54 RENAULT Megane VVTi Privilage 
Automatic 5-dr. Met grey, half leather trim, 
low mileage REDUCED BY £500 £4,995 



04 VW Beetle 2.0 Convertible. In red, 
47,000 miles, 1 owner, 4 seater convertible 
.£8,995 



W MAZDA MX5 1.6. In silver, 70,000 
miles, fun convertible .£3,995 



08 HONDA Civic Hybrid Automatic ES. 

In silver, 3,800 miles, high specification 
dual fuel saloon .£11,995 
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MERCEDES SL55 AMG. In met silver with grey leather trim, 33,000 miles, panoramic roof, command Bose etc.£32,995 

NISSAN 350Z 313 bhp GT. In silver with black leather trim, low mileage local top of the range sports car at .£17,995 

MERCEDES S 320 CDi. In silver with black leather, 47,000 miles, high spec diesel executive saloon at .£16,995 

MERCEDES CLK 220 CDi. In silver with grey leather trim, 60,000 miles, usual refinements. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £13,995 

HONDA Civic Hybrid Automatic ES. In silver, 3,800 miles, high specification dual fuel saloon at.£11,995 

JAGUAR XJ8 3.6 Automatic. In silver with cream leather trim, 53,000 miles, luxury motoring at. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £10,995 

AUDI A4 Avant 1.9TDi SE. In silver, 50,000 miles, desirable diesel estate at .£10,995 

VW Beetle 2.0 Convertible. In red, 47,000 miles, 1 owner, 4 seater convertible.£8,995 

AUDITT 180. In met blue with black leather trim, 74,000 miles .£8,995 

RENAULT Megane 2.0 Convertible. In met blue, 31,000 miles, 4-seater convertible at.£7,995 

MERCEDES 320CLK Auto. In light met blue with charcoal leather trim, host of extras on this sports coupe.£7,995 

MERCEDES ML 270 CDi. In black with grey leather trim, 91,000 miles, heated seats, climate control etc.£7,995 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique CC. In silver, 43,000 miles, 4 seater convertible at.£6,995 

JEEP Cherokee CRD. In met blue, low mileage go anywhere diesel at.£6,995 

TOYOTA Celica 1.8VVTL In blue, 75,000 miles with glass roof, rear spoiler etc.£4,995 

MERCEDES SLK 230 Auto. In green black with two tone leather trim, great value Mercedes Convertible at.£4,995 

PEUGEOT 206cc 20. In met-blue with black leather trim, 58,000 mile convertible at.£4,695 

TOYOTA Corolla T-Sport 3-dr. In champagne metallic, 63,000 miles, 1 local owner, FSH. REDUCED BY £300 TO £3,995 

MGZR 14 (105) 3-dr. In thorny blue, 46,000 miles, low insurance with alloys, cd, etc.£3,995 

MAZDA MX5 1.6. In silver, 70,000 miles, fun convertible at.£3,995 

MG ZT 2.5. In silver with sports interior, looks and drives superb at.£3,795 

BMW 316SE Compact. In silver, 86,000 miles, cd, a/c, alloys.£2,495 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Automatic 5-dr. In met sand, 18,000 miles, 1 owner.£6,995 

RENAULT Laguna 2.0 DCi 150 Expression 5-Dr. In met. Blue, 32,000 miles, 1 owner, with sat nav etc.£6,995 

FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec Climate Automatic 3-dr. In black, 12,000 miles, superb value at .£6,995 

HONDA Civic 1.6 Executive 5-dr. In forest pearl silver with black leather trim, 35,000 miles, fsh . REDUCED BY £500 TO £6,995 

FIAT Grande Punto 1.4 Dynamique Sport Automatic. Met blue, 23,000 miles. REDUCED BY £500 TO £6,495 

RENAULT Clio 12 Expression 3-dr. In steel blue, 33,000 miles with a/c, c/d, etc.£6,495 

FORD Focus 1.4LX 5-dr. In electric blue, 30,000 miles with a/c, cd, etc.£6,495 

PEUGEOT 206 1.4 Look 3-dr. In diablo red, 24,000 miles, under manufacturer warranty. REDUCED BY £300 TO £5,995 

FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec Climate 5-dr. In ice blue met, 39,000 miles with a/c .£5,995 

TOYOTA Corrolla 2.0 D4DT3 5-dr. In silver, 54,000 mile diesel with sat-nav .£5,995 

VW Passat 1.9TDi Highliner 130 Automatic. In silver with black leather, 84,000 miles, high spec .£5,695 

CITROEN C4 1.4 LX 5-dr. In gun metal met, 35,000 miles, stylish hatch at .£5,495 

PEUGEOT 407 2.0 HDi SE. In met grey, 51,000 miles, comfortable stylish diesel at . REDUCED BY £500TO £5,495 

NISSAN Primara 2.0 SX 5-dr. In silver, 35,000 miles with sat-nav, alloys, etc.£5,495 

VW Golf 1.9 GTDi 130 bhp 5-dr. In silver, sought after diesel at.£5,495 

FIAT Panda 1.1 Active. In met-blue, 15,000 miles with cd etc, under FIAT warranty.£4,995 

MITSUBISHI Colt 1.5Di - D Equipe 3-dr. In met-grey 41,000 miles, diesel hatch with low running costs.£4,995 

RENAULT Megane VVTi Privilage Automatic 5-dr. Met grey, half leather trim, low mileage . REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

PEUGEOT 206 1.6 Quiksilver 3-dr. 31,000 miles, sought-after limited edition model. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

RENAULT Clio 1.2 Campus. In steel blue, 37,000 miles, fantastic value at.£4,795 

CHEVROLET Kalos 1.4 Sport 3-dr. In black, with black leather trim, 37,000 miles.£4,695 

FORD Fiesta 1.4 Flame. In electric blue, low mileage example with alloys, cd, etc.£4,495 

FORD Fiesta 1.4 Silver 3-Dr. 62,000 miles with full leather trim, A/C, CD etc.£4,495 

FORD Focus 1.6 Edge 5-dr. In light met-blue, low mileage example with alloys, a/c, etc.£4,495 

FORD Ka 1.3 Collection. In met silver, 22,000 miles .£4,295 

CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0SE 5-dr. In silver, 10,000 miles with a/c, cd, etc.£3,995 

FORD Ka 1.3 Collection. In Apple green, 23,000 miles with decals. REDUCED BY £800TO £3,995 

MITSUBISHI Colt 1.3 Equippe 3-dr. In birch met, 41,000 miles, ideal economic hatch at.£3,995 

VAUXHALL Meriva 1.6 Life. In silver with a/c, e/w, c/I.£3,995 

VAUXHALL Signum 2.2 DTi Elegance Automatic. In black, 76,000 miles, stylish diesel at.£3,995 

SAAB 95 2.2TDi. In silver with black leather, 93,000 miles, solid diesel saloon at .£3,995 

SMART 600cc Passion. In black, 35,000 miles, automatic, alloys, glass roof, a/c, etc .£3,495 

PEUGEOT 307 SW 1.6 Automatic. In gold, 85,000 miles, with full panoramic glass roof.£3,495 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6SXi 5-dr. In black, 61,000 miles, ideal family hatch at.£3,295 

DAEWOO Lacetti 1.6 SXi 5-dr. In jade met, 53,000 miles with a/c, c/d, alloys, etc.£2,995 

RENAULT Clio 2.0 Sport 172. In met-red, very nice example at.£2,995 

DAEWOO Tacuma 1.6SX. In met-red with cd, a/c, alloys.£2,495 

CITROEN Saxo 1.6 VTR. In black, host of extras, group 7 insurance.£2,495 


01446 722600 

Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) WARRANTIES 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE 
ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS 
CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 
www.ga rywatson motorcom pa ny.co. u k 
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Sony cd, elec roof, alloy^PL - onnc 
air con, low miles ¥ LI ZUHQ 


09 58 VAUXHALL CORSA1.4 SXi 



1010 FOCUS RS 2.5 305ps 3 door 


Frozen white, bluetooth, f AAione 
USB, 6 disc CD L^4!J93 



09 59 NEW SHAPE KA 1.2 Style, 3-dr. 

Cd, c/I, choice.£7995 

09 09 KA Style 1.2 3-dr Plus New shape. 

Cd, air con, full electrics.£7995 

08 08 KA 1.31 Zetec Climate 3-dr. 

Air con, alloys, cd.£5995 

07 07 KA 1.3i Style 3-dr. 

Colour coded, electrics.£4495 

05 05 KA 1.3i Collection 3-dr. 

Cd, full electrics.£3695 

05 54 KA1.3i Style 3-dr. 

Pas, colour coded, low miles.£3495 

04 04 SPORT KA1.3SE. 

Air con, alloys, full leather, 6 disc cd . £3995 


NEW SHAPE FIESTA 


09 09 FIESTA 1.6TDCi Zetec 5-dr City 
pack, priv glass, bluetooth, park assist, cd, 

air con .£10,995 

09 09 FIESTA 1.6 Zetec S. 

Alloys, spoiler .£10995 

09 09 FiESTA 1.6TDCi Zetec 5-dr 
City pack, privacy class, bluetooth, rear 

parking sensors .£10795 

09 58 FIESTA 1.4TDCi Style+ 5-dr 

Air con, quickclear .£9995 

09 58 FIESTA 1.25 Style+ 3-dr 

Air con, quickclear .£8995 

09 58 FIESTA 1.4 Titanium 5-dr. 

Alloys, air con, choice .£10495 

08 58 FIESTA 1.4TDCi Zetec 5-dr. 
Squeeze metallic, alloys, air con, cd £10495 


08 08 FIESTA 1.4i TDCi Style 3-dr 

Pas, full electrics.£7495 

08 08 FIESTA 1.25 Zetec Climate 5-dr. 

Privacy glass, air con, alloys.£6495 

08 08 FIESTA 1.25 Style 3-dr. 

Cd, electrics, choice.£5995 

07 07 FIESTA Style Climate 1.25 3-dr. 

Air con, cd, full electrics.£5695 

07 56 FIESTA 1.4i Ghia 3-dr. 

Air con, quickclear front screen, auto lights 
& wipers, electric folding mirrors, cd . £6295 
06 56 FIESTA 1.25 Freedom 3 door 
Alloys, air con, cd .£5,495 


10 10 FOCUS RS 2.5 305ps 3 door 

Ultimate Green.£25,995 

10 10 FOCUS RS 2.5 305ps 3 door 

Frozen white, buetooth, USB, 6 disc cd . . . 

£24 995 

10 59 FOCUS 1 .6 Zetec 5-dr. Air con, ’ 

alloys, delivery miles only.£12995 

09 09 FOCUS CC2. Sony cd, elec roof, 

alloys, air con, low miles.£12995 

09 09 FOCUS 1.8 Style 5-dr. 

Cd, full electrics, choice.£9995 


09 09 FOCUS 1.6 Zetec 5-dr. 

Air con, cd, sports pack.£10495 

09 09 FOCUS 1.6i Titanium 5-dr. 

Alloys,air con, cd, choice.£11495 

09 58 FOCUS 1.4 Style 5-dr. 

Air con, cd.£8995 

07 07 FOCUS ST2 3-dr. 

Sony cd, air con, alloys.£11995 

07 57 FOCUS 1.6 115ps Titanium 5 dr 

Priv glass, alloys, air con, cd.£8,295 

07 57 FOCUS 1.8i Style 5-dr. 

Air con, cd, remote locking.£6995 

07 07 FOCUS 1.6i LX 5-dr. 

Air con, cd, remote locking.£6995 

06 06 FOCUS 1.6 LX 5-dr. 

Air con, cd, full electrics.£5995 

05 05 FOCUS 2.0 Ghia 4-dr. 

Alloys, air con, park assist.£5995 

03 03 FOCUS 2.0 Ghia 5-dr. 

Alloys, air con, cd, full electrics.£3995 

02 02 FOCUS 1.8 TDCi 115ps LX 5-dr. 

Air con, alloys, cd.£3995 


09 09 C-MAX 1.6 Zetec 5-dr. 

Air con, cd, alloys, full electrics .... £10495 
07 07 C-MAX 1.8 Style 5-dr. 

Air con, electrics, cd .£7795 


07 07 S-MAX 1.8 TDCi 125ps LX. 

7 seat MPV, a/c, cd.£12995 


07 07 FUSION 1.4i Zetec 5 door 

Alloys, air con, cd, under 16,000 miles .. £6,495 


09 09MONDEO2.0TDCiTitaniumX5-dr. 

leather, climate, alloys .£16495 

07 57 MONDEO 1.8 TDCi Zetec 5-dr. 

Climate, alloys, sports pack .£9995 


CONVERTIBLES 


08 58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6i Twin Top 
Sport Convertible. Air con, alloys, cd £11995 
06 06 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.8i Exclusive 
Convertible. Full leather, alloys, air con, 
cd .£7995 


AUTOMATICS 


08 08 CITROEN C4 Grand Picasso 1.6i 
HDi VTR+ 6 speed Auto 7 seats, climate 

control, cd, full electrics .£12495 

07 07 NISSAN Note 1.6SE Auto 5-dr 

Alloys, air con, cd.£6995 

07 07 FOCUS 1.6i Sport 5-dr Auto 

Air con, cd, alloys, electrics .£6995 

07 07 FOCUS 1.6i LX Auto Estate 

Air con, full electrics, cd .£6795 


07 07 NISSAN Note 1.6 SE Automatic 

5-dr Alloys, air con, cd .£6,995 

07 07 FUSION 1.4i Zetec Climate 5-dr 
Durashift Auto. Air con, alloys, cd . . £5495 
05 56 C-MAX 2.0 Zetec Auto MPV 5-dr. 

Alloys, air con, cd, choice .£6495 

06 06 FOCUS 1.6 LX 5-dr Auto. 

A/c, cd, electrics.£5995 

05 56 FIESTA 1.4 Zetec Climate Auto 3- 

dr. Alloys, a/c, cd .£5495 

06 55 FOCUS 2.0 Ghia 5-dr Auto. 

Alloys, cd, cruise.£5995 

05 05 MONDEO 2.0i LX 5-dr Auto. 

A/c, cd, low miles.£4995 

04 04 ROVER 75 1.8 Connoisseur 4-dr 
Auto. Alloys, climate, half leather . . £2995 


09 09 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 5 door 

Alloys, air con, cd.£9,495 

09 58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 5 door 

Alloys, air con, cd.£8,995 

08 08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8i Design 5-dr. 

Alloys, air con, cd.£8495 

07 57 RENAULT Scenic 1.6i Dynamique 

6 speed. Air con, alloys, cd .£7295 

07 57 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Dynamique 3-dr 

Alloys, c/locking.£6995 

07 07 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.3 CDTi Life. 

Air con, electrics, cd .£6795 

07 07 NISSAN Micra 1.2 Spirita 3-dr. 

Cd, air con, remote locking, electric 

windows .£6795 

06 56 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 HDi 11 Ops Sport 

5-dr. Alloys,air con, cd .£7495 

05 05 RENAULT Clio 2.0i 182 Sport 3-dr. 
Half leather, alloys, climate control . . £6795 
05 05 CITROEN C4 1.6 HDi SX 5-dr. 

Alloys, cruise, cd, air con .£4695 

05 54 HONDA Civic 1.6 Executive 5-dr. 

Full leather, air con, alloys .£4995 

04 54 RENAULT Clio 1.2 16v Dynamique 

5-dr. Cd, pas, sunroof .£4495 

04 54 PEUGEOT 206 1.1 Independent 

3-dr. Alloys, cd .£3495 

02 02 RENAULT CLIO 1.5 DCi Extreme 

3-dr Cd, sunroof, silver .£2,995 

02 52 TOYOTA COROLLA VERSO 1.8i T3 

Auto 5-dr alloys, air con, cd .£4,495 

02 52 RENAULT CLIO 1.2 16v 
Expression 5-dr. Air con, electrics, Black, 

low miles.£2,995 

01 Y MAZDA Premacy 1.8 Atlantis 5-dr 
MPV. Air con, remote locking .£2495 


COMMERCIALS 


04 54 DAF Truck FA LF 45 150 Tipper 

Low mileage.£9495+VAT 

04 04 RENAULT Kangoo 1.5DCi 70ps SL 
Van. Side loading door, air con, cd, roof 

roiic coqqc 

03 53 VAUXHALL Movano 2.5 DTi 
3300 MWB High Roof Van, roof and 
side racking .£4995 No VAT 


ALL THE ABOVE ARE QUALITY USED VEHICLES - MANY 
1 OWNER, LOW MILEAGE WITH FULL SERVICE HISTORY 


FULLY EQUIPPED WORKSHOP & MOT STATION 
with fully Ford Trained Technicians 
^ for all your servicing needs. 


JOED 1 


MON Ffll 9*6.30, 
SAT 9*5, 
SUN 10-30*5 



ARRiYfGR62l9RZ 

VISIT US @ WWW.PWMILLAR. 


CO.UK 
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1-0 win over Waterfront Wanderers the 
culmination of season’s hard work as... 

Town lift Cup to 
create history! 



ABOVE: The victorious Cowbridge Town FC, who won the Dockers Cup 
with a 1-0 win over Waterfront Wanderers at Jenner Park 


COWBRIDGE 
TOWN FC wrote 
themselves into club 
history by securing 
the Dockers Cup in 
a determined 1-0 
win over 

Waterfront 
Wanderers. 


the ashes since being a disastrous start for faithful erupted, 

reformed last summer Town, however, as in the With 35 minutes to go 

and the achievement is a first minute centre back the job was far from 
testament to the efforts of Mark Rollings mis-timed done, and Wanderers 

management team his challenge to fell the pushed men forward in 

Edward Jones and Jon Wanderers’ striker as he an effort to get back into 
Westwood went through on goal. the match. Goalkeeper 

The game itself was a A clear Penalty, and Ian Bavey produced a 
tight affair, with both the big centre half can fine save to deny the 
defences keen to make count , himself !“ k y the Wanderers central tmd- 


The victory symbol- their opposition play kolli , blushes were from the edge of the area, 
tzes a meteoric rise for a their football in front of spared> however> when while the Cowbridge 

the penalty was stroked defence dug deep to pro- 
wide by the Wanderers tect their narrow lead. 


punishment ended there, fielder, after a tidy volley 


club who have risen from them. It could have been 


'Long rest' for 
State of Play 


by BRIAN LEE 


L LANCARFAN’S Evan Williams 
was full of praise for his State Of 
Play , which finished a gallant third 
behind Don ’t Push It and Black Apalachi 
in Saturday’s Grand National. 

Evan will now prepare the 10-year-old for a third 
attempt next year. He said: “He’s fine, he’s grand, 
he stayed on well and he ran a very brave race and 
we’re over the moon.” 

Jockey Paul Moloney said: “It was a serious run 
from a serious horse and he might win next year, 
God willing.” 

State Of Play, who had finished fourth the previ¬ 
ous year, is still improving, says Evan, and his 
Hennessy Gold Cup winner will now have a long 
rest. 


taker, to relief from all 
associated with Town. 


Despite an aerial bom¬ 
bardment, all 11 Town 


Chances were few and players defended stoical- 
far between for the first ly, and when the referee 
half, with both sides blew the final whistle to 
restricted to long range seal the team’s place in 
efforts and set pieces, club history, the players 
Both teams went into the erupted in delirium, 
break sensing the first The whole of the town 
goal was going to be era- has shown great support 
cial and thankfully for to the boys this week, 


Town, so it proved. 


and everyone wants to 


Ten minutes into the thank the many business- 
second half, a typically es who have proudly dis- 


dangerous 

whipped 


corner was played their match 
into the posters to help us gener- 


Wanderers’ box by Jack ate the support which 
Gavin. The ball proved helped us through this 
too threatening for the Sunday, 
keeper to deal with and Most importantly, the 
when the ball rebounded cup now sits proudly in 
off Gethin Still and into the Cowbridge Town tro- 
the net, the Cowbridge phy cabinet. 


Cowbridge ladies 12 lose out 
to Waunarlwydd’s full 15! 


COWBRIDGE 
ladies turned out 
with only 12 play¬ 
ers and had to play 
a full 80 minutes in 
near summer heat 
away to 
Waunarlwydd.. 

The first half was 
played predominantly in 
Waunarlwydd’s half but 
the home side took their 
opportunites to hit 
Cowbridge on the break 
and scored two uncon¬ 
verted tries before the 
interval. 


With uncontested 
scrams, Cowbridge 
ladies showed what they 
were made of by beat¬ 
ing Waunarlwydd’s 
heavier forwards in the 
majority of the break¬ 
downs. 

This game had seen 
the best tackling from 
Cowbridge ladies this 
season. The girls kept 
the pressure on 
Waunarlwydd, forcing 
them into making mis¬ 
takes by putting in 
relentless hard tackles, 
notably by hooker 
Lowri Reeves and sec¬ 


ond row Mandy Parrish. 

Little Ceri Bowen at 
scram half saw off her 
opposing half while put¬ 
ting in some big tackles 
on their giant No 8 - 
and any other player 
that came her way. 

Cowbridge backs 
made several decent 
breaks with crisp team¬ 
work between outside 
half Anna Jenkins, wing 
Zoe Wells and centre PJ 
Kinsella to gain much- 
needed ground. 

There were opportu¬ 
nities for Cowbridge to 
score a try but they 


couldn’t quite make it 
over the line. 

A penalty in 
Waunarlwydd’s 22 
yielded three points, for 
a final score of 27-3. 

The ladies have two 
remaining fixtures to 
complete the season. On 
Sunday, April 18, they 
will travel north to take 
on Dolgellau and the 
following week (April 
25) they will face 
Kidwelly at home at 
2.30pm. 

AS/HL 


COWBRIDGE set 
off for Cilfynydd 
needing a win after 
a series of disap¬ 
pointing results 

stretching back into 
January. 

Starting brightly, 

Cowbridge moved the 
ball well and after wing 
Russ Watkins set off on a 
30-metre ran, outside- 
half Harry Davies took it 
on and brought play over 
to the left, where full¬ 
back Richie Howson 
released left-wing Aaron 
Glasser on a ran which 
ended with an obstruc¬ 
tion. 

Moments later from a 
lineout take by captain 
Steve Birchenough, a 
good pass by scrum-half 
Dewi Edwards allowed 
Davies to chip over the 
defence and regather - 
only to be brought down 
metres from the line. 

Next, as the ball 
moved right, centre Ian 
Overton held up his 
opposite number and 


GEM sport 


Cowbridge close but fail 
to grab vital victory 
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then released it to 
Davies, again for a ran 
right up to the line but the 
referee signalled no try. 

In the opening 20 min¬ 
utes, Cilfynydd had hard¬ 
ly been in Cowbridge’s 
half and it was plain how 
much Cowbridge had 
missed Davies over the 
last few games. 

On the 30-minute 
mark, a high kick was 
fielded by Birchenough 
who set off on a 25-metre 
run. He was brought 
down by Cilfynydd’s 
scrum-half who, in the 
ensuring action, was sent 
to the sin bin. 

Cowbridge took full 
advantage and a good 
phase of play saw 
Howson go in at the cor¬ 
ner; a difficult conver¬ 
sion just failed. 

The Cowbridge front 
row of Jon Phillips, Rhys 
Price and Alun John were 
working hard against 
bigger opponents and 
Ian Overton in the centre 
was making a number of 
breaks. 

It was from broken 


play that the ball was 
moved left to Overton 
who handed off his cen¬ 
tre, used winger Glasser 
as a decoy and then cut 
back inside to end up 
under the posts for a fine 
try which Howson con¬ 
verted. 

Half-time, 0-12 to 
Cowbridge. 

Cilfynydd were quick¬ 
er out of the blocks in the 
second half and after a 
series of drives their 
scrum-half chipped over 
the packs for the outside 
centre to score a convert¬ 
ed try. A reshuffle caused 
by Josh Lewis’ injury 
moved Russ Watkins to 
flanker to join the other 
hard worker Carwyn 

Davies. 

On the 25-minute 
mark, after sustained 
pressure, the Cilfynydd 
No 8 picked up from a 
scram to crash over, lev¬ 
elling the scores. 

Cowbridge were still 
in it, but with only seven 
minutes left, Cilfynydd 
took the lead for the first 
time from a penalty. 


With Cowbridge tir¬ 
ing, they were coming 
under considerable pres¬ 
sure. Then a harsh penal¬ 
ty gave Cilfynydd three 
more points. 

Cilfynydd took a 
quick tap penalty and 
their scrum-half dived 
over for a converted try, 
giving a final score 25- 
12, which flattered 
Cilfynydd. Although no- 
one would deny their vic¬ 
tory, the loss of a bonus 
point was frustrating. 

On Saturday, 

Cowbridge face 

Blackwood Stars at 
home. With the warmer 
weather here we hope 
you can come down and 
support the boys. Kick¬ 
off 2.30pm. 

Just a reminder that 
the veterans’ tour is on 
for May 1, with all the 
usual ingredients and 
master-minded as usual, 
following the brilliant 
weekend with the 
French, by John Powell. 

RV/RK 


Junior 

open 

day 

COWBRIDGE 
Cricket Club is put¬ 
ting on a junior 
open day on 
Sunday, April 18 at 
10.30am at the 
Athletic Ground. 

There will be registra¬ 
tion, coaching by fully- 
qualified ECB coaches, 
a barbecue and raffle. 
The bar will also be 
open for parents! 

A club spokesman 
said: “All juniors wish¬ 
ing to play cricket are 
welcome to attend. The 
club is keen for all jun¬ 
iors to take part, whether 
boys or girls, experi¬ 
enced or beginners. 
Whatever age or ability, 
there is an opportunity to 
get involved. 

“In addition to weekly 
coaching, the club will 
be running junior teams 
(under-11, under-13 and 
under-15) in the Cardiff 
and the Vale League and 
the National Knockout 
Cup.” 

Details of coaching 
days and matches are 
available on the website. 

For further informa¬ 
tion about the club, 
please contact Jonathan 
Smart on 07710 088581 
or visit the club’s web¬ 
site: www.cowbridge- 
cricket.co.uk 


Under-12s take on 
new opposition 


COWBRIDGE 
Under-12s enter¬ 
tained Nantyffyllon 
RFC for the first 
time in what proved 
to be a very testing 
match. 

The Nanty pack was 
the largest the 
Cowbridge boys had 
played this season, and 
the forwards were com¬ 
plemented by skillful 
backs. 

The game got off to a 
good start with a try 
within five minutes 
from Rian Thomas 
playing in a new role as 
left wing. (He was 
always too clever to be 
a forward). 

He took the ball on 
the halfway line and 
powered around the 
Nanty defence to open 
the scoring, and the con¬ 
version by Jonny 
Harvey was successful. 

Nanty came straight 
back into the game with 
an interception try, but 
the conversion was 
missed to give 
Cowbridge a narrow 7 - 
5 lead. 

The Nanty pack were 
keeping the Cowbridge 
eight pinned down and 
they deservedly scored 
another try to take the 
lead before 

Cowbridge’s new flyer, 
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Rian Thomas, hit back 
to provide a 12 - 10 half 
time lead. 

The Cowbridge 
coaches gave the boys 
some strong advice at 
half-time and the for¬ 
wards started to com¬ 
pete more effectively 
with their Nanty oppo¬ 
nents. 

Strong runs by Frazz 
McGhan, Josh Brace 
and Ben Jones kept 
Cowbridge on the front 
foot. It was 10 minutes 
into the second half 
when the ball was won 
by the Cowbridge pack 
on the half-way line, 
and the backs pushed 
the ball out to Rian, who 
cut in, blasted through 
the Nanty covering 
tackles, and sprinted in 
from 30 metres to give 
Cowbridge a bigger 
lead. 

Cowbridge now had 
the upper hand but the 
boys still had to make 
loads of tackles, with 
Luke John, Matt Harper, 
Ashford Thomas and 
Hywel Williams putting 
in some great hits to 
keep the opposition at 
bay. 

With 10 minutes to 
go, Ben Jones picked up 
the ball on the half-way 
line and dodged at least 
five tackles to run in. 

Cowbridge now felt 
comfortable with a 22 - 
10 lead. 

However, there was 
more to come with 
Miles Davies receiving 
the ball on the halfway 
line after good passing 
by the backs and, 
despite the close atten¬ 


tions of at least three 
Nanty defenders, man¬ 
aged to score under the 
posts. 

The final score was 
27-10 and was a great 
preparation for next 
week’s Blues Cup semi¬ 
final against Penarth. A 
big thank you to 
Nantyffyllon and we 
hope to arrange regular 
seasonal fixtures with 
them in the future. 

Full squad: Cai 
Thomas Jenkins, Owain 
Thomas Jenkins, Josh 
Brace, George Thomas, 
Jac Davies, Tom 
Whitehouse, Luke John, 
Tom Evans, Ben Jones, 
Frazz McGhan, Rob 
David, Hywel Williams, 
Ashford Thomas, Jonny 
Harvey, Gabriel 

Newham, Rian Thomas, 
Harvey Stockford, Matt 
Harper and Miles 
Davies. 

The under-8 s and 
under-9s competed in 
their district tourna¬ 
ments. Both sides put up 
creditable performances 
and progressed to the 
semi-final stages of the 
tournament. 

The under-8 s played 
some great rugby 
throughout the day, but 
lost out by the odd score 
in a seven-try thriller in 
the semi-final. The 
under-9s also played 
some superb rugby 
before eventually losing 
out to the tournament 
hosts Llanishen in their 
semi-final. 

























